
TOWN OF WILLISTON 
Planning Commission  

Minutes of August 6, 2019 - 7:00 P.M. 
Town Hall Annex Conference Room, 7878 Williston Road  

 
Planning Commission Present: Chapin Kaynor (chair), Jake Mathon (vice-chair), Ron Bomer, G. 
Miller, Cate Lamar; Absent: Jill Pardini, Meghan Cope, Public: none;  
Staff: Matt Boulanger, Emily Heymann  
 
1) CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting came to order at 7:09 PM.  

 

2) PUBLIC COMMENT 

Emily Morton, Karen Fragnoli-Munn, and the members present briefly discussed the demolition of 
4969 Williston Road (one of the oldest homes in town) and the local protection of historic homes 
outside the Village Zoning District.  
 

3) MINUTES OF THE JULY 2, 2019 MEETING   
 

On a motion made by Jake Mathon and seconded by G. Miller the Planning Commission approved 
the minutes of July 16, 2019 as written with a vote 4-0 (1 abstention from Cate Lamar).   

 
 
4) BOARD AND SELECTBOARD POLICIES  

a) Conflict of Interest and Attendance/ Town Volunteer Policy   
 
The members present review the policies and asked clarifying questions. Matt Boulanger 
explained the differences between the quasi-judicial role of the Development Review Board and 
the Planning Commission procedures. The group discussed Vermont open meeting law.  
 
 

5) NOTICES FROM OTHER JURISDICTIONS 
a) City of South Burlington- Bylaw Amendments 

 
Matt Boulanger gave an overview of the proposed changes, noting the elimination of minimum 
parking requirements and no maximum parking. The group reviewed Appendix F and the Overlay 
district map 1. The group briefly discussed the proposed new FedEx facility in Technology Park 
and gaps in transit connection from Tilley Drive.  

 
6) OFFICIAL MAP AND MODE SHIFT FACILITIES  

a) Establishment of charge to ad-hoc committee 
b) Project timeline 

 
The group discussed the charge document. Ron Bomer asked about the location of electric 
charging stations over handicap near building entrances and the prioritization of non-motorized 
and foot traffic. Cate Lamar asked about the level of local/resident demand for transit and mode-
shift facilities. This project would put desired road, sidewalks, bike path and primitive trails on a 
map. The desired alignments for primitive trail need to be reconsidered because state regulations 
will not allow development in certain wetland or habitat areas.   
 
The group discussed the history of the Circ-highway and the slow build out of alternative 
transportation projects.  

http://willistonvt.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/%7B8926847D-B05C-4ABA-B6BA-1461B954BCEB%7D.PDF
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Town_Volunteer_Policy(2).pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/South_Burlington_LDR_Amendment_Package_for_PC_Hearing_2019-08-13(1).pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Move_Williston_Committee_Charge.pdf


 
Williston “imports” low-wage workers and “exports” high-wage workers that contribute to the 
daytime population and residents of the town that can benefit from efficient transferring and local 
movement networks (on-demand micro- busses).  
 
The group discussed school bussing and the bike-path. Despite a door-to-door bus service, school 
drop-offs create congestion problems on Williston Road at Central School.  
 
Matt Boulanger explained that the official map legally gives the town right of first refusal, 180 
days to purchase the land for the infrastructure improvement.  
 
On a motion made by G. Miller and seconded by Jake Mathon, the Planning Commission 
approved the charge on a vote 5-0.  
 
The group would like to find a better name, for example: Getting around town, get around town, 
move around town, movement Williston, etc.…  
 

7) Annual Report  
 
Last year’s report will be an agenda item for next meeting.  
 
 
Matt Boulanger gave a brief update on the transportation impact fee amendment. The public hearing 
is warned for next meeting. The consultant has suggested ideas such allowing the project list to be 
amended without a full bylaw amendment and including cost escalation so the fee keeps pace with 
inflation and cost of construction. Another idea is a credit/reimbursement for developers that build 
infrastructure beyond the demand of their project that will benefit future development.  
 
On a motion made by G. Miller and Ron Bomer the meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM  
 
 
For more information about Planning Commission meetings, go to town.williston.vt.us and click on 
“Agendas & Minutes,” call 802-878-6704, stop by the Planning & Zoning Office at 7878 Williston. 


