
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 

Planning Commission Minutes 

April 15, 2014 - 7:00 P.M. 

 

Williston Planning Conference Room 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jake Mathon, Kevin Batson, Paul Laska, Michael Alvanos Planning Commission 

Members; Ken Belliveau and Matt Boulanger planning staff 

 

 

1) CALL TO ORDER 

Jake Mathon called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM.  

 

2) DISCUSSION OF BYLAW CHANGES RELATED TO CHAPTER 24- OUTDOOR 

LIGHTING 

Ken Belliveau distributed a revised draft of the Outdoor Lighting chapter with additional 

draft text related to the lighting of buildings. Belliveau explained that the proposed changes 

would help the town avoid another situation like CVS. The new language would prohibit 

“bands of light” along buildings. Kevin Batson suggested that the language prohibit “lighting 

fixtures that form a band of light.”  

 

Belliveau reviewed the section relative to the timing of lighting operation. Paul Laska asked 

if any time would be applicable to businesses that operate 24-7. Belliveau said that a building 

that is open all night would not subject to such restrictions, but adding a time (like 10:00PM) 

would add an outer limit for businesses that close earlier in the evening. Jake Mathon asked 

about parking lot lighting and employee safety. Ken Belliveau said that the rules could be 

changed to shut outdoor lighting down an hour after the close of business rather than a half 

hour as written.  The consensus of the group was to leave the time limit at one half-hour.  

 

The group discussed late-night outdoor lighting at the schools within the town. Jake Mathon 

said that the schools should be subject to any bylaw amendments that are made related to 

outdoor lighting.  

 

Kevin Batson asked about lighting levels as they applied to CVS. The total lumens/acre 

number did not capture how much lighting was on the building. Belliveau said that the 

lighting ordinances he researched did not apply the same kind of “lumens/acre” standard to 

building facades.  

 

Belliveau said that there could be a maximum allowed height for exterior building lighting. 

Michael Alvanos said that he had seen 17 or 18 feet in other ordinances. Belliveau said that 

Williston has a standard of 25 feet for parking lot lighting. Jake Mathon said that he would 

rather see softer building light allowed higher up than brighter light on buildings allowed at a 

lower level. Kevin Batson said that his concern was that the draft might not be sufficient to 

regulate the intensity of light on buildings. Matt Boulanger explained how lighting is 

reviewed on the ground in Williston and how it might be applied to building facades. 



Belliveau said that he would do more research to ensure that if a numeric intensity for 

building facades was adopted, it would be easy for applicants to provide the necessary 

information to determine compliance.  

 

Meghan Cope said that site and faced lighting are both very important because lighting can 

be used to enhance pedestrian connections between sites and buildings. Meghan Cope noted 

that table 24.C related to security lighting does cover both vertical and horizontal surfaces 

and could be used as a model for governing lighting intensity on horizontal and vertical 

surfaces for ordinary site and building lighting.  

 

3) CHANGES TO THE BYLAW RELATED TO chapter 25- Signs 

Matt Boulanger distributed revised changes to the draft bylaw relating to signs and reviewed 

the changes to the draft. The group discussed the replacement of signs on multi-tenant 

buildings without triggering the requirement for a master sign plan.  

 

Boulanger highlighted the amortization provisions in the draft, which would require the 

elimination of signs with nonconforming illumination by a date certain. There is also a draft 

provision that would strengthen the ability to require the compliance of such signs whenever 

they are changed.  

 

The consensus of the group was to remove the amortization language from the hearing draft 

but to advise the Selectboard of the discussion.  

 

4) DISCUSSION OF DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS IN THE GROWTH CENTER 

ZONING DISTRICTS 

Ken Belliveau said that this item would be discussed at another meeting.  

 

5) MINUTES OF THE MARCH 4, MARCH 18, AND APRIL 1, 2014 MEETINGS: 

On a motion made by Paul Laska and seconded by Meghan Cope, the commission voted 5-0 

to approve the minutes of March 4, 2014 with the following changes: 

 Change to “Laska ASKED…” 

 Change “Farmer’s Market” to Farmers’ Market 

 

On a motion made by Michael Alvanos and seconded by Paul Laska, the commission voted 

5-0 to approve the minutes of March 18, 2014. 

 

On a motion made by Kevin Batson and seconded by Paul Laska, the commission voted 5-0 

to approve the minutes of April 1, 2014 with the following changes: 

 Strike the sentence fragment at the end of item 2 

 Capitalize “C”hapter 25. 

 

 

 

  

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM. 


