Town of Williston

Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee
Minutes
October 15, 2019 at 5:30 PM
Police Station Meeting Room | 7928 Williston Road, Williston, VT

Members present: Doug Goulette (chair), Jim Thornton, Emily Morton, Brian Forrest, John Marcotte; Absent:
Karen Fragnoli-Munn; Public: Chris Noyes; Staff: Emily Heymann

Doug called meeting to order at 5:35 PM.
Design Reviews — none
Referrals from the Zoning Administrator

e AP 20-0082 Chris Noyes requests an administrative permit for facade changes to 364 Essex Road in
the Gateway Zoning District North (GZDN).

Staff note: No changes to the site plan are proposed. HAAC recommendations are advisory to the
administrator. The proposed changes add variation of roofline, materials, and color to the facade in
compliance with the standards of Chapter 22. Staff recommends approval of the permit as proposed.

Representing the application: Chris Noyes

Chris Noyes gave an overview of the changes and materials proposed. He explained that the building
does have a tenant spaces, pet groomer and landscaper, that don’t have their own exit. He may submit
a permit in the future to create their own entrances and also a larger retail window for his business.

HAAC recommendations:
- The airlock at the main entrance shall remain.

Certificates of Appropriateness — none
Notices from Other Municipalities and Agencies — none
Revising Chapter 42 — Historic Buildings Materials Standards

Roof Materials

The group discussed replacement materials, including imitation slate. The bylaw should be open to the
fact that technology is always changing. For example, newer vinyl siding products that have 3D effect to
them that is more realistic.

There was a discussion about integrity versus imitation. Newer materials can sometimes look inferior or
fake. What purpose is being served- preserve the character of the village in general or preserve the
original materials?

Material also depends on the era, slate and standing seam are often both appropriate. The group discussed
remaining slate roofs in the village. For example, the Federated church- a community issue rather than a
private issue. Town buildings are a community staple. Municipal buildings should be held to a higher
standard, recommend that they maintained.



Research into replacement products that may serve the purpose. Functional but also aesthetically pleasing.
Think about the whole integrity. Take into consideration the view from the road. How far back, deciduous
trees versus conifers make it a challenge.

The older a structure, the more careful standards should be.
Siding — not discussed

Windows

The standards must address already replaced windows. For example, 1990s replacement windows are
very poor quality and need to be replaced. Windows should be a step forward in function and energy
efficiency. New vinyl and fiberglass windows are much better. Fiberglass expands and contracts like
glass, everything lasts longer if they expand and contract at same rate as glass to reduce seal joint
deterioration. There was a discussion about insert versus full window replacement, the reveal could be
impact. The windows should remain the same size, same divided light pattern as the original structure if
know, or common pattern for the era/style of structure. A south side window will deteriorate more so
preserving an original window on that side may not be feasible.

Outside trim and millwork are also an important consideration, condition of sill, window, materials. For
the applicant to provide. Importance is outside trim or millwork. Inserts versus whole new window.

Maintaining function — 2 sash windows remains a 2-sash function. Casement window can provide egress.
Form follows function, fully operable. Storm windows and window screens — double hung, a window

screen is not relevant, integrated into the window form. Storm windows are more obvious, applied on top.
Suggest full height storms and screens.

Doors

Maintain original location and function. Replace a wood door with a wood door, there was a concern that
other materials look inferior. Unique features like door knocker or distinct door patterns, transom,
sidelights should be preserved or replaced in kind. Doors should

Discussion of screen/storm doors for the exterior. No bare aluminum storm doors. Screen doors and storm
doors shall consistent with the style and age of the house and not obscure the primary door. 1880s home
would not have a storm door.

Porches & railings — not discussed

Other — not discussed
Driveways, yard, vegetation, walkways.

Sheds and outbuildings that are also historic, setbacks
Speak to nonconforming expansion of a building, especially height.
Adjournment

At 6:55 PM the meeting adjourned.
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