
Town of Williston 

Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee 

Minutes 

November 2, 2015 

2:00 P.M. 

Finney Crossing Pool House Meeting Room 

24 Kettlepond Lane, Williston, VT 

 

In attendance: Mary-Jo Childs, Emily Morton; HAAC members, Matt Boulanger; staff, Andy 

Rowe; Lamoreaux and Dickinson Engineers, Chris Snyder; Snyder Homes LLC; Scott Reiley; 

Reiley Property Management.  

 

2:00 PM 

 

Design Reviews: 

 DP 09-01, Finney Crossing, request for a pre-application approval for amendment #10 to the 

project, to add 177 additional dwelling units in three buildings to the existing Finney Crossing project at 

Seymour Street and Stillwater Lane.  

 The group discussed the proposed changes to the site including the building footprints, changes to the 

parking, and the green adjacent to the building at the corner of Stillwater Lane and Zephyr road.  

 

Chris Snyder explained the history of the project. Snyder explained that they were hoping for a building design 

that provided a transition to the commercial portion of the project. The change of these buildings to residential 

would include the provision of 24 affordable housing units, probably in one building. Mary-Jo Childs asked if the 

24-unit (affordable) building would look like the others. Snyder said that it would.   

 

Mary-Jo Childs asked about J.L. Davis at Finney Crossing. Mary-Jo Childs asked if J.L. Davis had any interest in 

building at Finney as there has been no commercial construction on the site and Davis has continued to pursue 

other commercial projects elsewhere in Williston. Mary-Jo Childs said that she was concerned about the 

“suburban” separation of uses within the Taft Corners area and expressed her hope that mixed-use development at 

Finney would help break that pattern.  

 

Chris Snyder said that J.L. Davis is interested in developing on the site, and that Davis has contributed over one 

million dollars to the construction of Zephyr Road on the site.  

 

Scott Reiley explained his interest in development on the site. Reiley said that his company owns the apartment 

buildings at Finney and would purchase and operate the newly-created buildings as well.  

 

Emuily Morton said that she was concerned about the “national chain” nature of the potential commercial 

development. Morton asked about how to draw more people into the commercial portion of the project. Chris 

Snyder explained some of the challenges of working residential and commercial uses into the same building. Scott 

Reiley said that there is a challenge in convincing commercial tenants to be adjacent to residential uses as well.  

 

The group discussed transferrable development rights and the residential density of the project as proposed. Mary 

Jo Childs mentioned the need for more green space in residential projects. Childs identified the green space 

between the “C” buildings on the Finney plan and stated that the space needed to be designed as useful space. 

Mary-Jo Childs referenced “park-based” developments and her home neighborhood of Lefebvre Lane.  

 

The group discussed the proximity of the development to the different types of recreational amenities nearby and 

how Finney Crossing as a project is not attracting many families with children. The demand for recreational 

facilities from Finney tends to be for bike paths and trails as opposed to baseball fields.  



 

The group toured the Finney Crossing site and discussed the stormwater pond between Finney and the Taft 

Corners Shopping Center. The group discussed maintaining and creating pedestrian connections between Finney 

and the shopping center property.  

 

It was the consensus of the members in attendance to offer the following recommendations related to the design 

of Finney Crossing and the proposed changes:  

1. Use small green spaces as opportunities to create useful spaces- even a bench or 
table or small seating area  in an area that is otherwise mowed lawn can create a 
place for people to gather. 

2. Consider connectivity to the Taft Corners Shopping Center area.  

 

 

Certificates of Appropriateness: 

none 

 
Referrals from the Zoning Administrator: 

 

none 

  

 

Other Business: 

  

 2016 Town Plan: Growth Management 

 Due to the low attendance of the meeting, this matter was not discussed.  

 

Minutes: 

 

Minutes of the 10/19/2015 HAAC Meeting 

 

Adjournment 

 


