To: Members of the Williston Town Selectboard
From: Julia Nesbit, 260 Bradley Lane, Williston, VT
Date: January 5, 2020

Dear Selecthoard Members,

As the proposed revisions to the Noise Ordinance are brought before the board again after the
11/19/19 meeting, | would like to have my ideas and concerns brought into the public record.

My concerns are as follows:

1) The number of “Special Events” being requested is an average of 16 per year, not to exceed
20/year. According to the 2017 Supreme Court ruling in the North Country Sportsman’s Club
versus the Town of Williston, the stated historical average is 12/year (paragraph 4). The
proposal of 16-20 Special Events per year would increase the number by 25-60% above the
historical average. This is a significant increase (and does not include the 4 hunter safety courses
allowed above and beyond the 16-20 number which could result in a total increase of 100%).

2) By allowing the club to only give a two day notice to the town, and therefore the town
residents, (despite the fact that very few events can be organized with only a two day window),
this holds the neighbors hostage to never being able to plan an event without the possibility of
gun noise.

3) The number of tax paying and voting residents affected by the noise is significantly higher
now than in 1962 when the club was founded. The board needs to be sure that it is doing its best
not to give preferential treatment to a single organization comprised of members many of whom
are not even Williston residents.

My proposed solution:

Out of the 52 weekends a year, we would like half of the Saturdays declared as days the gun club
may schedule events and half declared days the neighbors can be assured that they will not have
their Saturday interrupted by gun noise.

The simplest and fairest way to do this is to assign the 2" and 4" Saturdays to the residents and
the 1%, 3, and whenever there is a 5" to the gun club. In 2020 for example, this would give the
residents 24 Saturdays and the gun club 28 Saturdays during which they can plan events. By
assigning Saturdays, this alleviates the need to “claim” a Saturday and frees up any obligation by
the club or residents to notify the other by a certain time frame. It also allows both neighbors
and the gun club to schedule events months in advance or hours in advance if they choose.

By starting this practice now, in January, this would allow the club to schedule many more
events than the 4 NSCA Registered Shoots they already have scheduled on 4/18. 6/6. 8/29, and
10/17 as of today (all 1%, 3", or 51" Saturdays).



We are only asking for restrictions on Saturdays. If events arise the club would like to schedule
on weekdays other than Wednesdays, we accept the possibility that other days may be affected
without more than a two day notice.

It seems impossible that allowing residents 24-26 scheduled days of the year to be gunfire free
for their own pleasure and quiet use of their own property could be considered restrictive to the
gun club.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.
Sincerely,
Julia Nesbit

260 Bradley Lane
Williston, VT



