
 
North Country Sportsmen’s Club 
99 Gun Club Rd. 
PO Box 1093 
Williston, VT 05495  
 
1/2/2020 
 
Mr. Richard McGuire 
Town Manager 
Town of Williston 
7900 Williston Rd. 
Williston, VT 05495 
 
Cc: Erik Wells & Williston Selectboard 
 
Mr. McGuire, 
 
At the November 19, 2019 Public Hearing on the proposed Noise Ordinance 
amendment, residents raised several concerns that led to tabling of the amendment.  
Please find the list of concerns raised along with responses from North Country 
Sportsmen’s Club (NCSC) below.  
 
Concerns & Responses: 

• Club special events could “monopolize” summer Saturdays 
o The "monopolization" of summer Saturdays has always been a theoretical 

issue, but has never occurred.  This is true of the time period in and 
around 20061 as well as the time period that NCSC operated under an 
Agreement with the town. 

• Some residents are “startled” by the first shot of special events (i.e. activity on 
days that the Club doesn’t normally operate) 

o The Club has historically notified the Town of upcoming special events, 
and will continue to do so.  The Town then contacts residents that have 
requested notification.  While the Club cannot offer residents participation 
in a Town process, it is assumed that residents with this concern could be 
added to the Town’s distribution. 

                                                           
1 Several references to NCSC’s activity in and around 2006 occur in this statement.  These references 
acknowledge the 2017 Vermont Supreme Court ruling, section 21, which indicates that “the Town does 
not have the authority to prohibit, reduce, or limit discharge at the range that is within the Club’s historical 
use”.  This section goes on to describe historical use as “historical operation of the range, using the May 
22, 2006 baseline”.  While the ruling unquestionably limits the Town’s authority to restrict the Club’s 
operations, NCSC acknowledges that this ruling did not give the Club free reign to operate as it sees fit 
and it will operate with this understanding. 



• Calendar on Club website has not included all special events 
o Concerns about the Club's calendar on our website are likely to be more 

historic than current.  The Club’s website was revamped in 2019 and has 
been maintained reliably since.  As events are confirmed, NCSC will make 
every effort to update the calendar in a timely manner. 

• Lead mitigation 
o NCSC understands residents’ interest in our lead mitigation projects.  

However, these projects fall under the purview of State agencies, rather 
than the Town. 

• Residents desire certainty about Club activity in scheduling their own events 
o Residents would like a guarantee that certain Saturdays would be “off 

limits” for Club special events.  How these Saturdays might be determined 
remains an open question.  One suggestion has been that special events 
would not be allowed on a certain Saturday each month (e.g. the 3rd 
Saturday of the month).  If an event was requested on this Saturday, 
NCSC would have to say "no".  Alternatively, residents would notify NCSC 
in advance of their own events and the Club would not schedule special 
events on these days.  Similarly, if a special event was subsequently 
requested on one of these days, NCSC would have to say “no”.  While 
NCSC has genuinely considered this concern in general, and these 
suggestions specifically, each would significantly impact the Club’s 
flexibility to schedule events.  The impact to NCSC’s scheduling is 
independent of the more relevant fact that no such limitation existed in and 
around 2006. 

 
In summary, 2 concerns raised by residents are resolved (“Startling” first shots & the 
Club’s calendar), another is shown to be a non-issue (“Monopolization” of summer 
Saturdays), and another falls outside the purview of the Noise Ordinance discussion 
(Lead mitigation).  Only the issue of residents’ ability to schedule their own events on 
days that the Club will not be active remains open.  However, proposals made thus far 
to resolve this final concern would be unduly restrictive to NCSC’s flexibility in 
scheduling its special events and would not be representative of the Club’s activity or 
what was permissible in and around 2006. 
 
With 4 of 5 concerns raised by residents addressed, in deference to the amendment 
process in which we engaged through 2019, and with the June 2017 Vermont Supreme 
Court ruling in mind, NCSC suggests that the Noise Ordinance amendment be adopted 
as it was presented at the November 19, 2019 Public Hearing with no further 
concessions from the Club.  The proposed amendment is the most accurate description 
of NCSC's activity in and around 2006 that we are likely to achieve. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Bob Otty 
President, North Country Sportsmen’s Club 


