MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE WILLISTON SELECTBOARD. CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE
RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD.

TOWN OF WILLISTON
SELECTBOARD
MINUTES OF MEETING
September 6, 2022
DRAFT

*Hybrid meeting

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Terry Macaig (Chair); Ted Kenney, Jeff Fehrs, Greta
D’ Agostino, Gordon St. Hilaire.

ADMINISTRATION: Erik Wells, Town Manager; Erin Dickinson, Assistant to
Town Manager; Shirley Goodell-Lackey, Finance Director;
Matt Boulanger, Planning Director; Bruce Hoar, Public
Works Director.

OTHERS PRESENT: Participants in the meeting included Ben Feinson, Joyce
Oughsten, Kent Oughsten, Andy Rowe, Chris Snyder,
Jason Starr (Williston Observer), Scott Moody (Channel
17).

1. Call to Order
Chair, Terry Macaig, called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.

2. Executive Session: Contracts and Legal Matters

MOTION by Gordon St. Hilaire, SECOND by Greta D’Agostino, to find that
premature public knowledge regarding attorney/client communications and
contractual agreements would clearly place the town at a substantial disadvantage,
and further, to enter Executive Session to discuss attorney/client legal
communications and three separate contractual agreements under the provisions of
Title 1, Sections 313(a)(1)(A) & (F) of the Vermont Statutes and invite Police Chief
Patrick Foley, Police Lieutenant Joshua Moore, Town Attorney John Klesch, and
Town Manager Erik Wells to join. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried.

Executive Session was convened at 7:20 PM. The regular meeting resumed following the
conclusion of Executive Session.

Ted Kenney joined the meeting at the start of open session.

3. Minutes

August 23, 2022

MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Greta D’Agostino, to approve the minutes
of 8/23/22 as presented. VOTING: 4 ayes, one abstention (Gordon St. Hilaire);
motion carried.

4. Public Comment — General Issues
There was public comment in support of decreasing the proposed maximum building
height at Taft Corners under form-based code, having affordable housing in the Snyder
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development on the former Alliance Church property, and using ARPA funds for a
community or senior center or aquatic center.

5. Temporary Event Permits

Richmond Ultra Trail Festival

Ben Feinson explained the running race/charity event over two days to be held at
Catamount Community Forest.

MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to approve a temporary
event permit for the Richmond Ultra Trail Festival at Catamount Community
Forest on November 5™ and 6™, 2022. VOTINGS unanimous (5-0); motion carried.

Spirit of a Day in the Sun Festival

MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to approve a temporary
event permit and catering permit for the Spirit of a Day in the Sun Festival at Red
Barn Gardens catered by Foam Brewers on 9/17/22. VOTING: unanimous (5-0);
motion carried.

6. Public Works Standards Exemption Request

Chris Snyder and Andy Rowe representing Snyder Homes explained the request for an
exemption to the public works standard right-of-way width of 64 feet for sections of
Beaudry Lane and Chelsea Place as part of the project known as “the Annex” that is
currently under permit review by the Development Review Board. The proposed right-of-
way is between 50 and 60 feet in some sections of these roadways in the project.

Bruce Hoar, Public Works Director, said there is not a strong objection to the request, but
it may be prudent to have a wider right-of-way now should the town need more space in
the future. Matt Boulanger, Planning Director, observed it appears there would not be
space enough for street trees with the smaller right-of-way space (Bruce Hoar noted
water lines are in the right-of-way and trees should not be planted over water lines).

The Selectboard will consider action on the request at the next meeting.

7. Development Bylaw Amendment; Taft Corners Form Based Code Overlay &
Townwide Official Map
Building Height Maximum

There was consensus of the Board to establish a maximum building height to 88’ in the
Taft Corners Form Based Code Overlay District as an additional substantive change in a
new public hearing draft.

MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Gordon St. Hilaire, to direct staff to make
substantive changes to the Unified Development Bylaw amendment to establish a
Form Base Code Overlay District in Taft Corners and a townwide official map as
indicated by a majority consensus of the Selectboard, and further to warn a second
public hearing on the proposed amendments and transmit the substantive changes
identified for the hearing to the Planning Commission for comment.
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DISCUSSION:
e It was noted that the public hearing will be scheduled on October 4,
2022.

e There was mention of the amount of work done by all and the
extraordinary amount of public involvement that was achieved with
the form based code amendment.

VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried.

8. American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Funds

Erik Wells gave a summary of the use of ARPA funds received by the town and possible
future use including public safety master planning, technology to improve efficiencies
and transparency, police retention and hiring incentive, operational assistance or
expansion, town energy goals, ongoing capital needs, leveraging state ARPA funds,
requests from groups. Suggested next step is community engagement on use of the funds.

The Selectboard expressed support for community input on use of the funds and
structuring the choices for use.

9. Town Manager’s Report
In addition to the written Manager’s Report, Erik Wells noted the following:
e Town volunteers appreciation event will be held on 9/15/22.
e Staff appreciation ice cream scoop is 9/8/22.
e Suggested topic for the fall Selectboard retreat is diversity, equity, and inclusion
training.

10. Other Business

Catering Permit

MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Greta D’Agostino, to approve a catering
permit for a wedding at Isham Barn on 9/17/22. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion
carried.

Nomination Form for an Award

Erik Wells explained his recommendation to nominate retired town manager, Richard
McGuire, for the Distinguished Service Award from the Vermont City & Town
Managers Association.

MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Gordon St. Hilaire, to support the
nomination as proposed. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried.

11. Adjournment
With no further business and without objection the meeting was adjourned at 8:42 PM.

RScty by tape: MERiordan



