
 

 TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
September 5, 2023 

      
*Hybrid meeting 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Ted Kenney (Chair); Greta D’Agostino, Terry Macaig, 

Mike Isham, Jeanne Jensen. 
ADMINISTRATION: Erik Wells, Town Manager; Shirley Goodell-Lackey, 

Finance Director; Matt Boulanger, Planning Director; 
Melinda Scott, Energy & Community Development 
Planner; Simon Myles, Conservation Planner. 

OTHERS PRESENT: James Accurso, members of Williston Planning 
Commission, Sarita Devi, Channel 17. 

 
[Note: Minutes reflect the order of the published agenda.] 
 
1. Call to Order 
Chair, Ted Kenney, called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 
2. Minutes 
August 15, 2023 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Greta D’Agostino, to approve the minutes 
of 8/15/23. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
3. Public Comment 
None. 
 
4. U.S. Small Business Administration Update on Disaster Loan Relief 
James Accurso, Public Relations Specialist with the SBA, gave an update on the disaster 
loan program available to victims of the storms/flooding this summer. The low interest 
loan program is available to homeowners, renters, businesses, and nonprofits. 
 
5. Bylaw Amendments 
Planning staff reviewed the work on the bylaws undertaken by the Planning Commission 
and explained the amendment before the Selectboard that refines the land use rules to 
help increase the proportion of affordable housing in Williston.  Other amendments 
pertain to food trucks, backyard chickens, accessory food service at manufacturing sites, 
and dog kennels.  There was further discussion of the provisions on backyard chickens 
and dog kennels. The Selectboard was in support of hearing from the public on these two 
items and not delaying adoption of the amendment on affordable housing. 
 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Greta D’Agostino, to warn a public 
hearing on the proposed amendments to the town’s Unified Development Bylaws as 
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transmitted by the Planning Commission with the exception of Sections 20.9 and 
20.10. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
6. Regulating Plan Amendment 
Matt Boulanger, Planning Director, explained planned changes to Trader Lane which 
require amendment of the Form Based Code Regulating Plan Map. 
 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Jeanne Jensen, to warn a public hearing 
on the amendment to the Form Based Code Regulating Plan Map as well as the 
corresponding Street Specification Map and Townwide Official Map to reconfigure 
Trader Lane and relocate the Trader Lane public green. VOTING: unanimous (5-
0); motion carried. 
 
7. Liquor License Application 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Mike Isham, to approve a First-Class 
liquor license for Sarita Indian Kitchen, LLC d/b/a Aromas of India through 
September 5, 2024. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
8. Catamount Outdoor Family Center License Renewal 
Simon Myles, Conservation Planner, recalled the changes to the license agreement with 
Catamount Outdoor Family Center that pertain to fire/rescue service during events, term 
of the agreement, notification of renewal/cancellation, and notification of trail closures. 
 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Terry Macaig, to approve a new 
license agreement with Catamount Outdoor Family Center to operate the 
Catamount Community Forest following final review by the Town Attorney and 
authorize the Town Manager to sign the agreement. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); 
motion carried. 
 
9. Memorandum of Understanding: Champlain Valley School District 
Jeanne Jensen and Greta D’Agostino recused themselves from the discussion of the MOU 
with CVSD pertaining to a school lean-to on town property. 
 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Mike Isham, to approve the 
Memorandum of Understanding with Champlain Valley School District concerning 
a lean-to structure on town property adjacent to Allen Brook School and authorize 
the Town Manager to sign the MOU on the town’s behalf. VOTING: 3 ayes, two 
abstentions (Jeanne Jensen and Greta D’Agostino); motion carried. 
 
10. Town Manager’s Report 
In addition to the written Manager’s Report, the following was noted: 

• Public Works staff met with FEMA to discuss funding to repair damage from the 
storms this summer. 

• Annual 9-11 remembrance event is on 9/11/23 at 9:30 AM at the Fire Station. 
• Draft budget review schedule has been provided to the Selectboard. 
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• Staff suggests the Selectboard start their next meetings early with a tour of the 
Police, Fire, and Public Works departments. 

 
11. Other Business 
Catering Permit(s) 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Greta D’Agostino, to approve the 
following catering permits: 

• 802 Cocktails, Wedding, Isham Barn, 9/16/23 
• 802 Cocktails, Wedding, Isham Barn, 9/23/23 
• 802 Cocktails, Wedding, Isham Barn, 10/7/23 
• Foam Brewers, Let’s Grow Kids Fundraiser, Isham Barn, 9/21/23 

VOTING: 4 ayes, one abstention (Mike Isham); motion carried. 
 
12. Final Thoughts on Agenda Items from Meeting 
Jeanne Jensen spoke in support of separating out discussion on the bylaw amendments 
pertaining to chickens and dog kennels and getting the word out on the amendments. 
 
13. Executive Session – Contracts and Personnel 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Terry Macaig, to find that premature 
public knowledge regarding a labor relations agreement with employees and 
contract discussion would clearly place the town at a substantial disadvantage, and 
further, to enter Executive Session to discuss a labor relations agreement and a 
contract under Title 1, Sections 313(a)(1)(A)&(B) of the Vermont statutes and the 
evaluation of a public employee under Title 1, Section 313(3) of the Vermont 
statutes, and invite Town Manager, Erik Wells, and Finance Director, Shirley 
Goodell-Lackey, to join.  VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
Executive Session was convened at 9:01 PM. 
 
14. Adjournment 
The regular meeting adjourned when Executive Session commenced at 9:01 PM.  
 
Ted Kenney declared the Selectboard out of Executive Session at 10:15 PM.  
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