
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
September 24, 2012 

DRAFT 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Macaig (Chairman); Jeff Fehrs, Jay Michaud, Chris 

Roy, Debbie Ingram. 
ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; Bruce Hoar, Public Works 

Director. 
OTHERS PRESENT: Karen Fragnoli-Munn, Emily Morton, Rickie Emerson, 

Luke Shullenberger, Jeremy Farkas, Carrie Lawson, Karl 
Richardson, Greg Goyette, Scott Moody (CCTV-Ch. 17), 
Luke Baynes (Williston Observer). 

 
1. Call to Order 
Chairman Terry Macaig called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 
2. Minutes 
September 10, 2012 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to approve the minutes of 
September 10, 2012 with the following correction(s)/clarifications(s): 

Page 4, Vermont Gas Line, Motion - correct the vote to reflect 3 ayes, one 
abstention (Chris Roy). 

VOTING: 4 ayes, one abstention (Debbie Ingram); motion carried. 
 
3. Public Comment 
None. 
 
4. Committee Applications/Interviews 
Candidates interviewed for a position on the Historic and Architectural Advisory 
Committee included: 

• Rickie Emerson, retired Dorothy Alling Library Director with experience 
overseeing two additions to the library in her tenure; 

• Emily Morton, graduate with an Historic Preservation degree and past experience 
in historic preservation projects; 

• Karen Fragnoli-Munn, owner of an historic home that is a “work in progress” in 
Williston and experience as an applicant before the Historic and Architectural 
Advisory Committee. 

 
MOTION by Jeff Fehrs, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to appoint Emily Morton to 
the Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee for a term ending June 30, 
2015. VOTING: 4 ayes, one abstention (Chris Roy); motion carried. 
 
5. Solar Panel Agreement 
Luke Shullenberger, Green Lantern Development, explained the collaboration with 
AllEarth Renewables and financing partners for the solar project in the Town of 
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Williston. AllEarth Renewables will install and commission the solar system. There was 
discussion on the project covering the points below: 

• Eight acres of town land with 26 solar tracking units will be encumbered for 25 
years. Install date of the panels is before the end of the calendar year. 

• The town will receive full benefit of the estimated 200,000 kilowatt hours to be 
generated by the units once the town owns the units. Town energy usage is over 
800,000 kilowatt hours so 20% of the total usage will be gained from the solar 
units once the town fully owns the units. 

• Units can be purchased at year 6, 15, and 20 at a depreciated value (the initial 
purchase cost is significantly higher). 

• AllEarth provides a 10 year warranty on the package with parts and labor covered 
in the first 5 years and parts covered in the next 5 years. The system manufacturer 
provides a 25 year warranty on the panels. The hydraulics in the system are the 
same as in farm equipment so mechanics and area shops can do repairs (parts and 
components are off the shelf). 

• The owner of the units is responsible for disposal of the units at the end of their 
shelf life. If the town renews the agreement with the investors rather than 
purchase the units outright then the investors are responsible for removing the 
equipment and restoring the site to original condition. 

• Investors in the project receive tax benefits.  
 
MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Jay Michaud, to authorize the Town 
Manager to sign the Solar Energy Services Agreement, Easement Agreement and 
related documents relating to the placement of solar energy panels on town 
property. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
6. CTI Agreement 
Carrie Larson representing Comcast (owner of the tower on Brownell Mountain) and 
Jeremy Farkas representing CTI briefly explained needed repairs to the tower and update 
of the agreement with the town to allow telecommunications equipment on the tower. Per 
the updated agreement, any equipment needed by the town’s public safety services to be 
on the tower will be installed free of charge. CTI has the ability under the easement to 
negotiate with a third party to locate on the tower, but the tenant needs either 
Development Review Board approval or approval from the state Public Service Board for 
any installation on the tower. Any changes to the tower need Development Review Board 
approval. There was discussion of the review process and the town having input on 
Public Service Board decisions. There was support of review under the local ordinance 
by the local development review board rather than the Public Service Board. 
 
MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Jay Michaud, to authorize the Town 
Manager to sign the Easement Agreement and a Reservation Agreement with CTI 
Towers, Inc. for a communications tower located on town property. 

DISCUSSION: Jeff Fehrs mentioned the need to ensure the tower remains 
for the most part as it appeared when the town purchased the property on 
Brownell Mountain (i.e. tower does not become a dominant feature on the 
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mountain). The positive benefit of having town emergency communications 
equipment on the tower was noted. 

VOTING: 4 ayes, 1 abstention (Jeff Fehrs); motion carried. 
 
Jeff Fehrs stated he is not completely certain of his support for the updates to the 
agreement. 
 
7. Lamplite Acres Green Street Scoping Study 
Gregg Goyette and Karl Richardson with Stantec updated the Selectboard on the status of 
the storm water drainage study for Lamplite Acres. The project is in the definition phase 
to be followed by a recommended alternative and eventually implementation. Lamplight 
Acres does not have a drainage system in place. Suggested applications to address 
“ponding” of storm water in the town right-of-way include infiltration trenches, streetside 
rain gardens, storm water curb extensions, pervious pavement, and a pump station. The 
recommended alternative is to install roadside rain gardens and infiltration trenches with 
perforated pipe directing water to a catch basin as a backup. The residents in the 
neighborhood are in support of solutions for relief. The estimated cost includes 
construction with a 5% inflation factor. The cost does not include engineering or 
inspection. The town is pursuing grant opportunities to cover the cost of the project. 
There was continued discussion of the drainage problems in the area and the town’s 
responsibility versus the residents’ responsibility. The Selectboard will make a decision 
on next steps with the project at the next meeting. 
 
8. Harassment Policy Revisions 
Rick McGuire confirmed legal counsel reviewed the document and made some revisions. 
 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to adopt the proposed 
Harassment Policy as a replacement of the Sexual Harassment Policy adopted in 
1993. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
9. Smoking in the Workplace Policy Revisions 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to adopt the Smoking in the 
Workplace Policy as a replacement of the policy adopted in 1993. VOTING: 
unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
10. Water Tank Bond Resolution 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to adopt the Resolution and 
Certificate with respect to a loan from the Municipal Bond Bank in the amount of 
$400,000. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
11. Town Manager’s Report 
Rick McGuire reported on the following: 

• As a result of the concern for noise from F-35 aircraft at Burlington Airport it was 
suggested a neutral party be hired to provide information on noise relative to the 
issue. Rick McGuire will get an estimate of cost of a noise expert. 
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• Following the meeting with the Meadowrun neighborhood regarding the bike path 
the town will mark the new route of path, identify trees to be cut, and develop a 
landscape plan to help mitigate impacts. 

• Next meeting of the Selectboard is October 22, 2012 
 
12. Other Business 
Catering Permit 
MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Jay Michaud, to grant a variance from 
the noise ordinance for an event at Catamount Family Center on September 29, 
2012 provided the noise event concludes at 10:30 PM, and further, to approve the 
catering permit (caterer is Belted Cow) for said event. VOTING: 4 ayes, one 
abstention (Jeff Fehrs); motion carried. 
 
Letter to Editor re: Appearance of Town 
Debbie Ingram mentioned concerns by a town resident about the American flags along 
the parade route being up too long and looking ragged, and the roadside property coming 
into town not being properly mowed. Rick McGuire noted the flags are handled by a 
volunteer at their schedule and the land parcels mentioned are along state highway and 
not the town’s jurisdiction. 
 
Transportation Improvement Program 2013-2016 
Chris Roy provided a copy of the summary of the 2013-2016 Transportation 
Improvement Program approved by Regional Planning. The annual list of projects is 
included in the report. Williston was the only municipality that submitted a grant 
application (for sidewalk on Route 2A) so there is grant money remaining. Regional 
Planning is evaluating the timing of the grant program due to the lack of responses. 
 
Circ Alternative Task Force Meeting 
An update on the James Brown Drive project and the Essex-Williston Transportation 
Network Study is expected at the upcoming meeting of the Circ Alternative Task Force. 
 
13. Adjournment and/or Executive Session 
There was no further business before the Selectboard and the meeting was adjourned at 
9:31 PM. 
 
RScty: M.E.Riordan 


