
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
October 17, 2017 

DRAFT 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Macaig (Chair); Jeff Fehrs, Joy Limoge, Ted Kenney 

[arrived 7:10 pm]. (Theresa Zittritsch was absent.) 
ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; Marti Fiske, Library 

Director. 
OTHERS PRESENT: Nick Warner, Sarah Francisco, Lauren Koumjian Yandell, 

Paul Christenson, Barbara Mieder, Karla Karstens, Stephen 
Perkins, Jason Starr (Williston Observer), Scott Moody 
(Channel 17). 

 
1. Call to Order 
Chairman Terry Macaig called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 
2. Minutes 
October 3, 2017 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to approve the October 3, 2017 
minutes with the following correction(s)/clarification(s): 

 Globally correct the spelling of Kate Wanner. 
 Page 1, Item #5, Catamount Conservation Restrictions Agreement – add a 

statement saying there were no objections noted by the Selectboard. 
 Page 2, Item #6, Town Manager’s Report, first bullet - change “Assistant 

Manager” to “Assistant to the Manager”. 
VOTING: unanimous (3-0)[Ted Kenney not present for vote]; motion carried. 
 
3. Public Comment – General Issues 
Paul Christenson asked for an explanation of the difference of $100,000 for employees 
between First Quarter 2017 and Second Quarter 2017 in the finance report. Rick McGuire 
explained the difference is the cost of seasonal workers for the town. 
 
4. Board Interviews/Appointments 
The Selectboard interviewed the following individuals: 

 Courtney Doherty for the DRB 
 Paul Christenson for the DRB 
 Sarah Francisco for the Lake Iroquois Recreation District 
 Lauren Koumjian Yandell for Lister 

 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to make the following 
appointments: 

 Caylin McKee as alternate representative for Williston on the CSWD Board 
for a term ending June 30, 2019 

 Courtney Doherty to the DRB for a term ending June 30, 2020 
 Paul Christenson to the DRB for a term ending June 303, 2019 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE WILLISTON SELECTBOARD.  CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE 
RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD. 
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 James Thornton to the Historical and Archeological Advisory Committee for 
a term ending June 30, 2019 

 Sarah Francisco to the Lake Iroquois Recreation District for a term ending 
June 30, 2018 

 Michelle Desautels, Ruth Skiff, and Cindy Provost to the Social Services 
Committee 

VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
MOTION by Jeff Fehrs, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to appoint Lauren Koumjian 
Yandell to the Board of Listers until the next election set for March 2018. 
 DISCUSSION: 

 Positive comment was made on both candidates who applied for the 
opening on the board. 

VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
5. Library Board of Trustees Annual Report 
Library Director, Marti Fiske, and members of the Library Board of Trustees were in 
attendance. Karla Karstens, Chair of the Library Board of Trustees, read a statement of 
thanks to the Selectboard, town administration, and the community for the support of the 
library and noted the approved additional staff hours have increased the level of service 
being offered by the library. Work is ongoing on various projects including 
reconfiguration of the space in the building. The new bookmobile is well used. 
 
6. Mud Pond Conservation Area Management 
Nick Warner, Executive Director of Winooski Valley Park District, proposed that WVPD 
with its resources and knowledge in building and maintaining trails manage the Mud 
Pond Conservation Area in order for the town to reap more benefit from the annual 
contribution to WVPD. The reversion clause in the agreement allows the land to revert to 
the grantor if the management arrangement is not working. 
 
The Selectboard will take the matter under consideration. 
 
7. Jacob and Kranz Property Donation 
Rick McGuire noted the town is doing an environmental assessment and title search on 
the property donation of 29 acres from Peter Jacob and Lloyd Kranz for the closing and 
deed acceptance in early December. 
 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to authorize the Town 
Manager to sign the proposed Purchase & Sales Agreement with Peter Jacob and 
Lloyd Kranz for the purchase of approximately 29 acres of land for the price of one 
dollar ($1.00). VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
8. Town Manager’s Report 
Rick McGuire reported: 
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 Per the financial report the town is 25% through the fiscal year and all accounts 
are in order. Time being spent on storm water issues by Public Works is being 
tracked. 

 The new Police Chief is faced with recruiting officers for the department which is 
currently down three officers. One officer is out on medical leave and there is a 
possibility another officer may be out on medical leave as well. 

 The quarterly report was provided to the Selectboard. 
 Final interviews for the Assistant to the Manager position are scheduled. 
 Town Manager will be attending the ICMA international conference in San 

Antonio, Texas. 
 Notice was received that health insurance cost and deductible for next year will 

increase significantly (greater than 10%). Staff is researching options. 
 
9. Other Business 
Special Event Permit 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to approve a Special Event 
Permit for Switchback Beer Works (aka Switchback Brewing Co.) for an event 
during the day on November 18, 2017 at Gardener’s Supply. VOTING: unanimous 
(4-0); motion carried. 
 
Catering Permits 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to approve a Catering Permit 
for 802 Cocktails for an event from 4:30 PM to 7 PM on October 28, 2017 at 
Masonic Hall, Merchants Row. VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to approve a Catering Permit 
for BEVO, LLC for an event from 4 PM to 7 PM on October 26, 2017 at Isham 
Farm, Oakhill Road. VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
Airport Governance 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to rescind the motion to request 
staff to prepare a resolution concerning governance of Burlington Airport. 
 DISCUSSION: 

 Joy Limoge explained her objective is to have a broader discussion on 
the governance issue than what was held previously. 

 Terry Macaig said the resolution could be discussed or other options. 
 Jeff Fehrs spoke in support of discussing what makes sense for 

Williston with regard to airport governance. 
 There were no further comments. 
VOTING: 2 ayes, 2 nays (Macaig, Kenney); motion did not carry. 
 
10. Adjournment 
With no further business and without objection the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 PM. 
 
RScty: M.E.Riordan 


