
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
November 21, 2017 

 
APPROVED DECEMBER 5, 2017 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Macaig (Chair); Joy Limoge, Theresa Zittritsch. (Jeff 
Fehrs and Ted Kenney were absent.) 

ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; Jennifer Kennelly, Finance 
Director; Bill Hinman, Tax Assessor; James Sherrard, 
Storm Water Coordinator. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Charlie Baker, Amy Durant, Eloise Durant, Jason Starr 
(Williston Observer), Scott Moody (Channel 17). 

 
1. Call to Order 
Chairman Terry Macaig called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 
2. Minutes 
October 17, 2017 
Postponed due to lack of a quorum of those present at the October 17, 2017 meeting. 
 
3. Public Comment – General Issues 
None. 
 
4. Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission Annual Report 
Charlie Baker, CCRPC Executive Director, reviewed the FY2017 Annual Report from 
Regional Planning, highlighting projects specific to Williston and the region. 
 
There was mention of the airport governance issue. Charlie Baker said the CCRPC board 
would have to agree to do a study. The scope of work and funding would need 
discussion. The model used for the regional dispatch study could be followed. 
 
5. Errors and Omissions 2017 Grand List 
Assessor, Bill Hinman, reviewed the errors and omissions to the 2017 Grand List, and 
gave an update on the digitalization of records. The plan is for the Assessor’s Office to 
digitalize all records and go paperless. 
 
MOTION By Joy Limoge, SECOND by Theresa Zittritsch, to approve the 
corrections to the 2017 Grant List as proposed by the listers. VOTING: unanimous 
(3-0); motion carried. 
 
6. Allen Brook Meadows Storm Water System Acceptance 
James Sherrard, Storm Water Coordinator, reported the Lefebvre Lane neighborhood is 
the first in the town to have their storm water permit incorporated into the town permit.  
Mr. Sherrard also gave a brief update on the storm water grants received by the town to 
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date (six grants for seven neighborhoods). In the first round the town received more 
grants than any other municipality. 
 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Theresa Zittritsch, to accept the Allen 
Brook Meadows storm water system as part of the town’s storm water system as 
provided in the Residential Expired Stormwater Permit Policy.  VOTING: 
unanimous (3-0); motion carried. 
 
7. Health Insurance Plan Renewal (2018) 
Finance Director, Jennifer Kennelly, reported the town was recently notified the premium 
and deductible for the BC/BS health insurance plan is increasing significantly. The 
notification was too late to find other coverage. Staff will research other insurance 
options.  Staff is requesting the town cover the increase in the deductible for eligible 
employees this year (increase of $250 for a single and $500 for a family). 
 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Terry Zittritsch, to authorize the Town 
Manager to sign an agreement with Vermont Blue Cross/Blue Shield to provide the 
Blue Rewards Gold Consumer Direct Health Insurance Plan to eligible employees 
effective January 1, 2018. VOTING: unanimous (3-0); motion carried.  
 
8. Line Item Transfers 
Finance Director, Jennifer Kennelly, explained the request to transfer discretionary funds 
for wage increases to the various departments. There is no increase in the budget. There 
was brief discussion of how wages are proportioned across departments. 
 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Theresa Zittritsch, to approve the proposed 
line item transfers as outlined in the spreadsheet, dated November 13, 2016. 
VOTING: unanimous (3-0); motion carried. 
 
9. Keeping Chickens Regulation 
Rick McGuire stated the Selectboard must decide whether to change the regulations to 
allow chickens and whether to draft an ordinance to regulate keeping chickens. 
 
Following discussion the Selectboard agreed both the regulation to allow keeping of 
chickens and an ordinance to regulate related matters would be needed. Input from the 
Agency of Agriculture and the Department of Health should be gathered first.  
Ordinances from other towns should be reviewed.  Staff will do more research and 
provide more information. 
 
There was public comment in support of keeping chickens. 
 
10. Jacob and Kranz Property Donation 
Rick McGuire reported the environmental assessment revealed no significant issues with 
the 29-acre parcel. 
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MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Theresa Zittritsch, to authorize the Town 
Manager to sign all the necessary paperwork to finalize the purchase of a 29 acre 
undeveloped parcel near Essex Road and to accept the deed for the property 
currently owned by Peter L. Jacob and Lloyd R. Kranz. VOTING: unanimous (3-
0); motion carried. 
 
11. Town Manager’s Report 
Rick McGuire reported: 

 Finance Report by Jennifer Kennelly 
o Four months of the fiscal year are complete. 
o Sales tax revenue did not have as large an increase as expected. Rooms & 

Meals tax revenue is expected to show an increase. 
o How storm water projects are handled has been changed to better show the 

cost of individual projects. 
o The water line break on Route 2 is hoped to be covered by the 

construction company’s insurance. 
 ICMA annual conference was interesting and informative and a written report was 

provided to the Board. 
 The town’s share for the Community Outreach Program is approximately $7,000 

to cover January 1, 2018 through June 30, 2018. There is money in the police 
budget. 

 The Selectboard must decide whether to put the question of forming a union 
municipal district for regional dispatch on the ballot for Town Meeting. 

 
12. Other Business 
Deb Beckett, Town Clerk 
Terry Macaig announced the Vermont Municipal Clerks & Treasurers Association 
recognized Deb Beckett for completion of the requirements for certified Vermont Clerk 
and certified Vermont Treasurer cum laude. 
 
Park and Ride 
The letter from VTrans regarding the public hearing on the park and ride off Route 2A in 
Williston will be forwarded to the Selectboard. 
 
13. Adjournment 
With no further business and without objection the meeting was adjourned at 8:24 PM. 
 
RScty: M.E.Riordan 


