
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
May 21, 2019 

      DRAFT 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Macaig (Chair); Joy Limoge, Ted Kenney, Jeff 

Fehrs, Gordon St. Hilaire. 
ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; Erik Wells, Assistant to the 

Town Manager. 
OTHERS PRESENT: Grace Matiru, Carmella Martone, Anthony Martone, 

Katherine Lee, Sarah Reeves, Caylin McCamp, Jason Starr 
(Williston Observer), Scott Moody (Channel 17). 

 
[Note: Minutes reflect the order of the published agenda.] 
 
1. Call to Order 
Chair Terry Macaig called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 
2. Minutes 
May 7, 2019 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to approve the May 7, 2019 
minutes with the amendment to insert “east of” before “Industrial Avenue” in the 
bullet about a small lot purchase noted in the Town Manager’s Report (Item #10). 
VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
3. Public Comment – General Issues 
There were no comments from the public at this time. 
 
4. Interviews/Appointments 
Community Justice Board 
The Selectboard interviewed Katherine Lee, Grace Matiru, and Carmella Martone for 
positions on the Community Justice Board. 
 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to appoint Katherine Lee and 
Grace Matiru to the Community Justice Board for unexpired three year terms from 
July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2022. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Jeff Fehr, to appoint Carmella Martone to 
the Community Justice Board for a one year term from July 1, 2019 through June 
30, 2020. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
5. Volunteer Appointments 
Rick McGuire noted the following corrections to the list of volunteers on town boards: 
Kevin Batson is not interested in renewing his service on the Planning Commission and 
Greta D’Agostino is interested in continuing service on the Community Justice Board. 
 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE WILLISTON SELECTBOARD.  CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE 
RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD. 
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MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to reappoint the individuals 
currently serving on town and regional boards and commissions to another term as 
indicated in the report dated May 14, 2019 with the amendments by the Town 
Manager thereto. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
6. Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD)  Fiscal Year (FY) 2020 Budget 
Sarah Reeves, CSWD Executive Director, reviewed the proposed FY2020 CSWD 
budget, highlighting revenue and expenditure amounts, capital allocations, key 
infrastructure projects (Green Mountain Compost, Materials Recovery Facility (MRF), 
Drop Off Centers (DOCs), and the overhaul of the inhouse financial system.  Going 
forward to handle increased volumes of trash, recyclables, and organics, CSWD will 
focus on managing organics rather than compost sales, continue to identify a site for a 
new, larger MRF facility, and draft the design for a new Hinesburg Drop Off Center. 
There will be a modest bag fee increase at the DOC and a fee will be added for 
recyclables ($2 per trip).  
 
Jeff Fehrs expressed concern about charging for recyclables. Sarah Reeves explained 
CSWD is trying to be more transparent with the true cost of waste management and 
recycling.  Even with the $2 per trip fee the DOC operations will still be subsidized. 
 
Terry Macaig asked about the cost of living increase for staff salaries in the CSWD 
budget. Sarah Reeves said the cost of living increase in the budget is 1.7%. 
 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to approve the FY2020 CSWD 
budget as presented. 
 DISCUSSION: 

 Jeff Fehrs expressed concern for the change of philosophy reflected in 
the CSWD budget with charging for recycling. 

VOTING: 4 ayes, one nay (Jeff Fehrs); motion carried. 
 
7. CSWD Annual Update 
Sarah Reeves, CSWD Executive Director, reported staff will be bringing the following 
forward: 

 Site selection update on the MRF (list has been winnowed to three 
potential sites for further investigation) 

 Cost estimate for the Hinesburg DOC 
 A plan for the Organics Diversion Facility (a grant from Agency of 

Natural Resources was received for construction) 
 
Jeff Fehrs expressed concern about impact on the Host Town Agreement by renaming the 
compost facility and expressed disappointment with CSWD telling member towns what 
is going to happen rather than getting input from the towns first.  Sarah Reeves said the 
Host Town Agreement will not be impacted. The business will not be expanded.  Jeff 
Fehrs asked about the potential MRF sites. Sarah Reeves said Williston, South 
Burlington, and Milton are the three potential sites. CSWD will be looking at repurposing 
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or selling the existing MRF. Member communities will be updated on the progress with 
the MRF once a site has been selected. 
 
8. Service on Town Boards Policy 
Rick McGuire noted the town’s Conflict of Interest ordinance deals with misconduct by 
board members. 
 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to adopt the Town Volunteer 
Policy as presented. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
9. Catamount Town Forest Committee Charge 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to establish a Catamount 
Forest Committee and adopt the charge as presented. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); 
motion carried. 
 
10. Essex Alliance Church Recreation Path 
Rick McGuire reported the agreement has been accepted by the church officials. Jeff 
Fehrs suggested language be added to explain why it is appropriate for the town to 
participate in the cost of the path in this case.  Ted Kenney suggested the following 
wording: 

 Whereas, a dispute has arisen between the parties and the Town of Williston has 
just determined that a compromise resolution serves the public benefit while 
providing the public with said path. 

 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to authorize the Town 
Manager to enter into a settlement agreement with the Essex Alliance Church 
Board of Directors in the amount of $14,000 to be used toward the cost of 
completing the recreation path on the church property with the addition of an 
additional Whereas setting out that there was a dispute and that the path was for 
the public good, leaving the Town Manager with discretion to modify the language. 
VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
11. Manager’s Report 
In addition to the written Manager’s Report, Rick McGuire noted: 

 Local options tax receipts continue to be higher than budgeted. 
 The contractor doing the Lamplight Acres neighborhood storm water project hit a 

water pipe revealing the very poor condition of the pipes in the neighborhood. 
Further review by an engineer is needed. Replacing the pipes will be a major 
expense. 

 Assistant Public Works Director, Lisa Schaeffler, had an article published in the 
American Public Works Association Magazine on educating school children on 
the services provided by public works departments. National Public Works Week 
is May 19-25, 2019. 

 Due to the Town Manager being on vacation the week of May 27, 2019 and a 
light agenda staff is recommending the June 4th Selectboard meeting be 
cancelled. 
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 The monthly financial statement shows revenues are over budget and 
expenditures are under budget at 84% through the fiscal year. Public Works is 
fully staffed. The Police Department continues to be short-staffed. 

 Two Public Works employees participated in the VLCT contest on plowing and 
backhoe operation and came in 7th out of 24 in plowing and 8th out of 24 in 
backhoe operation. 

 The Fire Department sponsored a needle exchange and received 65 pounds of 
needles. 

 Fire employee, Tony Simanskas, received the Vermont EMS Provider of the 
Year Award. 

 The American Heart Association recognized the Williston Fire Department for 
its service. 

 
12. Other Business 
Health Insurance Bill 
Terry Macaig reported the House passed an amendment to the health insurance bill to 
allow association plans to continue for another year. 
 
Catering Permit 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to approve a catering permit 
for a wedding at the Isham Barn on June 8, 2019 catered by 802 Cocktails, LLC. 
VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
Charter 
Terry Macaig reported the town’s charter was approved by the Senate without changes 
and will go to the Governor for signing. 
 
13. Adjournment 
With no further business and without objection the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
 
RScty by tape: MERiordan 


