
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
March 21, 2023 

      DRAFT 
*Hybrid meeting 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Ted Kenney (Chair), Greta D’Agostino, Terry Macaig, 

Jeanne Jensen, Mike Isham. 
ADMINISTRATION: Erik Wells, Town Manager; Shirley Goodell-Lackey, 

Finance & Human Resources Director; Matt Boulanger, 
Planning Director; Jane Kearns, Library Director; Aaron 
Collette, Fire Chief. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Participants in the meeting included Eric Hillmuth, Jason 
Starr (Williston Observer), Channel 17. 

 
[Note: Minutes reflect the order of the published agenda.] 
 
1. Call to Order 
Erik Wells opened the meeting at 7 PM, welcomed newly elected Selectboard members, 
Jeanne Jensen and Mike Isham, and facilitated the election of Chair of the Selectboard. 
 
2. Election of Officers/Certificate of Election 
Selectboard Chair 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Greta D’Agostino, to nominate Ted 
Kenney as Chair of the Williston Selectboard. There were no other nominations. 
VOTING: unanimous; motion carried. 
 
Ted Kenney is Selectboard Chair and facilitated the remainder of the meeting. 
 
Selectboard Vice Chair 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Jeanne Jensen, to nominate Greta 
D’Agostino as Vice Chair of the Williston Selectboard. There were no other 
nominations. VOTING: unanimous; motion carried. 
 
Greta D’Agostino is Selectboard Vice Chair. 
 
3. Approval of Minutes 
February 21, 2023 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Terry Macaig, to approve the minutes 
of 2/21/23 as presented. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
March 2, 2023 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Terry Macaig, to approve the minutes 
of 3/2/23 as presented. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE WILLISTON SELECTBOARD. CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE 
RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD. 
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4. Public Comment – General Issues 
None. 
 
5. Selectboard Rules of Transaction and Meeting Schedule 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Mike Isham, to adopt the Selectboard 
Rules of Transaction and Meeting Schedule, dated 3/21/23, for the term of the 
current Selectboard ending March 2024. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion 
carried. 
 
6. Designate for Examining and Allowing Claims (warrants) 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Jeanne Jensen, to approve the resolution 
and designate Greta D’Agostino as the Selectboard member with the responsibility 
of examining and allowing claims and Jeanne Jensen as the alternate. VOTING: 
unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
7. Interviews/Appointments 
Energy Committee 
The Selectboard interviewed Eric Hillmuth for a position on the Williston Energy 
Committee. Mr. Hillmuth explained his background in thermal energy through his 
employment with Vermont Gas Systems and his interest in serving the town. 
 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Terry Macaig, to appoint Eric 
Hillmuth to the Williston Energy Committee for an unexpired three-year term 
through June 30, 2023. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
8. Patron Services Librarian Position 
Jane Kearns, Library Director, explained the role of the Patron Services Librarian which 
combines select duties from two existing positions at the library.  
 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Mike Isham, to create the position of 
Patron Services Librarian. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
9. Wastewater Ordinance Amendment (Attachment A) Overview 
Planning Director, Matt Boulanger, reviewed his memo on Attachment A and sewer 
capacity available to the town across development categories, capacity for users, average 
daily flow (usage), infiltration and stormwater flow, capacity committed but not yet used, 
and capacity held in reserve for the town.  It was noted the Planning Commission agrees 
with Attachment A as amended.  
 
There was discussion of the following: 

• Encouraging commercial/industrial growth (industrial/commercial district in the 
growth center is getting built out; there are other incentives to make development 
easier, such as reduction of impact fees) 

• Water usage versus sewage usage (the town has a more than adequate water 
supply and has an agreement to purchase additional sewer capacity from the 
Essex Junction Treatment Plant) 
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MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Greta D’Agostino, to schedule a public 
hearing to receive comments on proposed Attachment A of the Sewer Allocation 
Ordinance for FY2024.  VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
10. Auditor for FY2023 
Staff explained the request to continue another three year engagement with the firm of 
Sullivan Powers as the auditor for the town. The fee for FY2023 will remain the same. A 
two to three percent increase will be applied in the last two years of the contract.  The 
consensus of the Selectboard is to continue with the firm of Sullivan Powers as auditor 
for the town for another three year period. 
 
11. Town Manager’s Report 
In addition to the written report, Erik Wells reported: 

• Highlights of the finance report for December include receipt of a highway paving 
grant for $157,000, Library budget at 44% of budget because rent to the school 
district has not yet been paid (typically paid in May or June), and local options tax 
revenue year-to-date is above budget. 

• Christine Dougherty has been promoted to Assistant Public Works Director. 
• A Selectboard representative to the Catamount Community Forest Committee 

needs to be appointed at a future meeting. 
• The Community Center Scoping & Library Assessment Steering Committee is 

doing community outreach. Also, the architectural consultant indicated it is viable 
to put an addition on the existing library building. 

• The town received a municipal planning grant for $26,000 to help with the 
outreach effort on the comprehensive plan update. 

• Staff is investigating the addition of another large screen monitor to the side wall 
in the meeting room. 

 
12. Other Business 
Catering Permits 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Jeanne Jensen, to approve catering 
permits for Bevo Catering for two events at Sugar Tree Maple Farm on Bradley 
Lane for a maple sugar open house on March 25, 2023 and April 1, 2025. VOTING: 
unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
13. Executive Session and/or Adjournment 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Greta D’Agostino, to find that premature 
public knowledge regarding a labor relations agreement with employees and a 
contract matter would clearly place the town at a substantial disadvantage; and 
further, to enter Executive Session to discuss a labor relations agreement with 
employees and a contract matter under the provisions of Title 1, Sections 
313(a)(1)(A) and Title 1, Sections 313(a)(1)(B) of the Vermont Statutes and invite 
Fire Chief, Aaron Collette, Finance/HR Director, Shirley Goodell-Lackey and Town 
Manager, Erik Wells to join. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
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The regular meeting was adjourned and Executive Session convened at 8:37 PM. 
 
There was no action as a result of Executive Session, the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 
PM. 
 
RScty by tape: MERiordan 


