
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
July 23, 2019 

      APPROVED August 20, 2019 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Macaig (Chair); Joy Limoge, Ted Kenney, Gordon 

St. Hilaire. (Jeff Fehrs was absent.) 
ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; Erik Wells, Assistant to the 

Town Manager; Shirley Goodell-Lackey, Finance Director; 
Matt Boulanger, Planning Director; Patrick Foley, Police 
Chief. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Karen Thibault, Stephen Mease, Bob Otty, Chris Souenror, 
Jason Starr (Williston Observer), Scott Moody (Channel 
17). 

 
[Note: Minutes reflect the order of the published agenda.] 
 
1. Call to Order 
Chair Terry Macaig called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 
2. Minutes 
June 9, 2019 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Gordon St. Hilaire, to approve the June 9, 
2019 minutes with the following amendment: 

 Page 1, Item #4, Minutes – correct the vote to read: “3 ayes, one abstention 
(Ted Kenney)” 

VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
3. Public Comment – General Issues 
Steve Mease, 2361 North Williston Road, spoke about the impact of the speed table 
recently installed by his house on North Williston Road, stating the noise level has 
increased dramatically from vehicles bumping over the table and accelerating. Quality of 
life is being impacted. The town is asked to reconsider the placement of the speed table. 
 
The Selectboard indicated the DPW Director will look into the matter. 
 
4. Bylaw Violation Settlement Agreement 
Planning Director, Matt Boulanger, explained the proposed resolution of the violation by 
Brookside Properties for outside storage of material and equipment associated with a 
construction business on residential property in the residential district. 
 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to accept the Settlement 
Agreement and Stipulated Final Judgment Order, and direct town staff and town 
counsel to sign and execute the agreement. VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion 
carried. 
 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE WILLISTON SELECTBOARD.  CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE 
RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD. 
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5. Police Lieutenant Position 
Police Chief, Patrick Foley, explained the need and rationale for a second in command, 
lieutenant position (management, exempt position) to assist the Police Chief and build a 
command structure in the department. 
 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Gordon St. Hilaire, to create the exempt 
position of Police Lieutenant. VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
6. Noise Control Ordinance Amendment 
The Selectboard and representatives from the North Country Sportsman Club discussed 
the projected number of events that may occur at the club and when the events would be 
held (i.e. weekdays, weekends). Staff will draft language so the ordinance is more in line 
with the Supreme Court ruling and to include up to 16 events with three or fewer events 
per month plus up to four hunter safety courses at the club, and include a specific 
definition for “hunter safety course”. 
 
7. Community Justice Board Bylaw Amendment 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to amend the Community 
Justice Board Bylaws as presented. VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
8. Robear Property 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Gordon St. Hilaire, to approve the Land 
Conveyance Agreement to acquire the Robear property located at 4964 Williston 
Road and authorize the Town Manager to sign any necessary documentation to 
complete the transaction. VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
9. Budget Review Process 
Town Manager, Rick McGuire, reviewed his memo outlining a preliminary budget report 
as a possible first step in the budget preparation process.  The report might include any 
new major capital projects, changes in staffing, changes in revenue and a review of 
factors that might affect the financial position of the Town.  The report would also 
include a draft budget calendar and a public engagement plan. The Selectboard concurred 
with the process. 
 
10. Ballot Initiative Policy 
Postponed until Jeff Fehrs is present. 
 
11. Manager’s Report 
In addition to the written Manager’s Report, Rick McGuire noted: 

 A protest by activists against ICE is planned on 7/28/19. Police will be present to 
monitor the situation. 

 Catamount Forest Committee will begin meeting in the fall (September/October). 
Either Joy Limoge or Jeff Fehrs may representative the Selectboard on the 
committee. 

 Next Selectboard meeting is August 20, 2019. 
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12. Other Business 
Reception for Marty Fiske 
A farewell to Marty Fiske is planned on August 1, 2019 at the library. 
 
Permits 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to approve a catering permit 
for a wedding at The Red Barn on August 10, 2019 catered by Love Local Catering. 
VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to approve a special events 
permit for a music festival at The Red Barn on August 31, 2019 catered by Foam 
Brewers, LLC. VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
VCDP Grant 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to adopt the resolution to 
accept the $100,000 VCDP grant on behalf of Champlain Housing Trust. VOTING: 
unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
13. Adjournment 
With no further business and without objection the meeting was adjourned at 8:38 PM. 
 
RScty by tape: MERiordan 


