
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
July 11, 2017 

APPROVED JULY 25, 2017 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Macaig (Chair); Jeff Fehrs, Ted Kenney [arrived 7:09 PM], 

Joy Limoge, Theresa Zittritsch. 
ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; James Sherrard, 

Stormwater Coordinator. 
OTHERS PRESENT: Chris Belanger, Myra Boenke, Jeff Dickinson, Jason Starr 

(Williston Observer), Scott Moody (Channel 17). 
 
1. Call to Order 
Chairman Terry Macaig called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM. 
 
2. Minutes 
June 6, 2017 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to approve the minutes of June 
6, 2017 with the following correction(s)/clarification(s): 

 Page 3, Item #8, Residential Expired Permit Policy, 2nd paragraph – rewrite 
the first sentence to read: “Theresa Zittritsch asked why the alternative 
maintenance cost sizing provided which shows lower maintenance cost versus 
the town’s own sizing has no effect on the analysis.” and follow with a 
sentence reading: “It does have an effect on the magnitude of the 
maintenance cost since there are a varying number of neighborhoods being 
sized for maintenance cost.”; 

 Page 4, top line – correct the spelling of “from”; 
 Page 5, paragraph beginning “Theresa Zittritsch requested refined 

maintenance cost figures…” – delete the sentences reading: “James Sherrard 
pointed out the numbers provided….” and “The figures are supported….”; 

 Page 5, paragraph beginning “Ted Kenney asked if a change in policy…” – 
delete the sentences reading: “James Sherrard pointed out a detailed 
analysis…” and “Staff will get quotes on brush hogging…” and “Jeff Fehrs 
asked for modification to the table…”. 

VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
June 20, 2017 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Theresa Zittritsch, to approve the June 20, 
2017 with the following correction(s)/clarification(s): 

 Page 5, Item #14, Annual Employee Wage Adjustments – correct the spelling 
of “Wage” in the agenda item heading; 

 Page 6, Item #18, Town Manager’s Report, last bullet – identify the donor as 
Bill Skiff, Jr.; 

 Page 6, Item #19, Police Collective Bargaining Agreement, Discussion of 
Motion – add “in the agreement” to the statement by Jeff Fehrs. 

VOTING: 4 ayes, one abstention (Terry Macaig); motion carried. 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE WILLISTON SELECTBOARD.  CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE 
RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD. 
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3. Public Comment – General Issues 
Chris Belanger, resident, stated he believes the maintenance numbers provided by staff to 
the Selectboard are not accurate.  He provided several examples.  He cautioned the Board 
to not make decisions based on poor information. 
 
4. Catamount Forest Study Committee 
MOTION by Theresa Zittritsch, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to revise the change to 
the Catamount Forest Study Committee by increasing the maximum number of 
members to 15. 
 DISCUSSION: 

 Jeff Fehrs spoke in support of having leeway with the number of 
members. 

 Joy Limoge expressed concern about the committee getting too big 
and not being able to make decisions. 

VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
5. Board Interviews/Appointments 
The Selectboard interviewed Jeff Dickinson for a position on the Catamount Forest Study 
Committee. 
 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to appoint the following 
individuals to the Catamount Community Forest Study Committee: 

 Jeff Dickinson 
 Kort Longenbach 

VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
There was discussion of appointing the state forester, Ethan Tapper, to the committee or 
having Mr. Tapper as a technical advisor to the committee. The consensus of the 
Selectboard is to have town residents serve on the committee and others be technical 
advisors. 
 
6. Neighborhood Storm Water Grant Policy 
James Sherrard explained the Neighborhood Storm Water Grant Policy guides the 
equitable distribution of grant funds to help neighborhoods participating in the Allen 
Brook Flow Restoration Plan. The chart show the distribution allocation per 
neighborhood. The town has not received any grants as yet. 
 
Theresa Zittritsch asked about equalization after actual costs are known (there is none), 
and noted after calculating the cost burden on individual homeowners versus on the 
neighborhood the numbers are the same for most neighborhoods. 
 
Jeff Fehrs spoke in support of having a minimum amount of funding provided rather than 
having a neighborhood received zero funds. 
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MOTION by Theresa Zittritsch, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to postpone action on 
the grant policy pending another set of estimates from staff on distribution of funds 
based on 50% impervious surface and 50% homeowner construction cost burden. 
 DISCUSSION: 

 James Sherrard explained the calculation will be by unit. 
Condominium associations are not necessarily a homeowner and the 
numbers calculated are cost per unit versus cost per home. 

 Ted Kenney suggested a friendly amendment to “per unit”. 
VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
7. Residential Expired Permit Policy 
James Sherrard explained the policy allows the town to take over permit responsibility 
for neighborhoods participating in the Allen Brook Flow Restoration Plan. 
 
Jeff Fehrs said neighborhoods with valid permits should be included and Option 1 is a 
good deal for neighborhoods. 
 
Theresa Zittritsch said the policy should be rescinded and redone to treat all homeowners 
the same. The South Burlington policy is a good working model to follow. Also, the town 
should be responsible for upgrading the systems to handle run off from public roads. 
 
Ted Kenney spoke against changing the policy, noting his comments were outlined at the 
June 6, 2017 Selectboard meeting. 
 
Theresa Zittritsch proposed a motion to rescind the policy and have staff prepare a 
revised policy based on the town being responsible for the upgrade costs associated with 
town road runoff and the town taking over maintenance of non-expired storm water 
systems that meet current storm water standards. The motion failed due to lack of a 
second. The current policy stands. 
 
8. VAST Agreement – Use of Public Lands 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to approve use of public lands 
by the Williston Hill Hawks and the Vermont Association of Snow Travelers, and to 
authorize the Town Manager to sign the agreement for the 2017-2018 season.  
VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
9. Rules of Transaction Policy - Minutes 
Following discussion the consensus of the Selectboard is brief, balanced minutes with 
bulleted discussion points. 
 
10. Town Manager’s Report 
Rick McGuire reported: 

 Special Selectboard meeting July 17, 2017 on the Comprehensive Plan Update. 
 Next regular Selectboard meeting is July 25, 2017. 
 Final interviews (three candidates) for the Police Chief position are July 14, 2017. 
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11. Other Business 
Catering Permit 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to approve a catering permit 
for Sugarsnap, LLC for a wedding reception at the Isham Barn on August 12, 2017. 
VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
Comprehensive Plan 
The goal is to complete review of the Comprehensive Town Plan update at the next 
meeting and schedule a public hearing. 
 
Role for Williston in WVPD 
Winooski Valley Park District still has not addressed the issue of funding raised by the 
Town of Williston. 
 
12. Adjournment 
With no further business and without objection the meeting was adjourned at 8:14 PM. 
 
RScty: M.E.Riordan 


