
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
January 3, 2017 

DRAFT 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Macaig (Chairman); Jeff Fehrs, Ted Kenney, Debbie 

Ingram [arrived 7:24 PM]. (Joy Limoge was absent.) 
ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; Jennifer Kennelly, Finance 

Director; Bruce Hoar, Public Works Director; Marti Fiske, 
Library Director; Melinda Scott, Environmental Planner. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Kate Warner, Lucy & Jim McCullough, Rita Dessau, Nick 
Warner, Gary Hawley, Ben Duran, Jude Hersey, Eric 
Howe, Kim, Ben & Nico Coleman, Anthony Jordick, Anne 
Dickerson, Barb Mieder, Karla Karstens, Kathleen 
Dehecca, Alan Cote,  Olivia Francisco, Ryan Layman, 
Steve Francisco, Debbie Page, Kristen Caterer, Kathleen 
Fernee, Vickie Walker, Stephen Perkins, Jess Wisloski 
(Williston Observer), Scott Moody (Channel 17). 

 
[Note: Minutes reflect the order of the published agenda.] 
 
1. Call to Order 
Chairman Macaig called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 
2. Minutes 
December 13, 2016 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to approve the minutes of 
December 13, 2016 as written. VOTING: unanimous (3-0)[Debbie Ingram not 
present for vote]; motion carried. 
 
December 20, 2016 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to approve the minutes of 
December 20, 2016 as written. VOTING: unanimous (3-0)[Debbie Ingram not 
present for vote]; motion carried. 
 
December 29, 2016 
Postponed to the next meeting. 
 
3. Public Comment – General Issues 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
4. Winooski Valley Park District Membership (WVPD) 
Melinda Scott reported the Williston Conservation Commission recommends continued 
membership in the WVPD. WVPD will assist the town with development of new parks, 
trails, and trail improvement projects. Nick Warner, WVPD, explained the membership 
fee structure, noting it would be a significant impact to WVPD if Williston withdraws as 
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a member.  Rick McGuire suggested the fee formula be modified due to the change in 
focus of WVPD from land purchase to protect the Winooski River to management of 
1,750 acres of parkland, most of which is in other communities. 
 
5. Purchase of McCullough Forest Land Property 
Jeff Fehrs disclosed he is a neighbor to the McCullough property and is concerned he has 
a conflict of issue.  It was noted that the property in question is not adjacent to property 
owned by Mr. Fehrs. 
 
Melinda Scott reported the Conservation Commission supports purchase of over 370 
acres of the McCullough forest land for town forest. Application will be made for a 
USDA Community Forest Grant to help with the purchase. 
 
MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to authorize the Chair of 
the Selectboard to send a letter of support seeking funding through the Community 
Forest and Open Space Conservation Program and other sources. VOTING: 
unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
6. Information Hearing: Sidewalks 
The hearing was opened at 8:04 PM. Bruce Hoar, Public Works Director, listed the 
sidewalk projects and studies done in Williston since 2005 with the bond money 
approved by voters.  There was comment on the sidewalk in Blair Park and on Route 2. 
 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to close the hearing. 
VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
The hearing was closed at 8:20 PM. 
 
7. Public Hearing: FY2018 Budget 
The hearing was opened at 8:21 PM. It was noted the proposed fiscal year 2018 operating 
budget is $10,616,461 and the capital budget is $793,440. There were no comments. 
 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to close the hearing. 
VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
The hearing was closed at 8:22 PM. 
 
8. Motor Vehicle & Traffic Ordinance Amendment 
Bruce Hoar reported the stop signs currently in place on Blair Park Road by Paul Street 
and at the intersection of Zephyr Road and Day Lane do not conform to the Municipal 
Uniform Traffic Devices code. The recommendation from the study done by Regional 
Planning is to remove the two stop signs on Blair Park Road and install one stop sign on 
Paul Street making a “T” intersection and to have stop signs on Day Lane only at the 
intersection of Day Lane/Zephyr Road (once the town owns the intersection).  Comment 
was made in support of having the intersection of Paul Street and Blair Park Road be a 
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three-way stop. Bruce Hoar advised stop signs are not designed to be used as traffic 
calming measures. 
 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to schedule a public 
hearing to receive comments on the proposal to move the stop signs at the Blair 
Park Road/Paul Street intersection and the Zephyr Road/Day Lane intersection, 
and to create a no parking zone on Zephyr Road.  VOTING: unanimous (4-0); 
motion carried. 
 
9. Budget Review: FY2018 General Fund 
Buildings & Grounds 
Public Works Director, Bruce Hoar, reported there are no significant changes to the 
operating budget for Buildings & Grounds. Capital projects include repair of the tower 
and belfry on Town Hall and roof work (three years out) on the Old Brick Church and 
Town Hall. 
 
Library 
Library Director, Marti Fiske, announced a reception for Assistant Library Director, Deb 
Roderer, to celebrate 30 years of service at the library. Ms. Fiske reviewed statistics on 
increased use of library services to justify making the Circulation Librarian a full time 
position. It was also noted space at the library is nearing capacity and expansion or 
establishing a satellite library may be necessary in the next 10 years. Proposed increases 
in the operating budget were explained. Capital items at the library include replacement 
of the carpeting and set aside next year of $7,500 for a replacement bookmobile in 11 
years. 
 
10. Town Manager’s Report 
Rick McGuire reported: 

 No requests have been received as yet to plow sidewalks. 
 Legislative breakfast hosted by Williston is tentatively scheduled for February 6, 

2017. 
 
11. Other Business 
None. 
 
12. Adjournment 
With no further business and without objection the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM. 
 
RScty: M.E.Riordan 


