
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
February 7, 2017 

 
APPROVED 2-21-17 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Macaig (Chair); Jeff Fehrs, Ted Kenney, Joy 

Limoge, Debbie Ingram [arrived 7:49 PM]. 
ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; Bruce Hoar, Public Works 

Director. 
OTHERS PRESENT: Mary Jo Dubois, Sheri Gates, Terri Zittritsch, David 

Cranmer, Amy Brewer, Isao Ohira, Tomoko Ohira, Chip 
Ward, Chapin Kaynor, Scott Moody (Channel 17). 

 
[Note: Minutes reflect the order of the published agenda.] 
 
1. Call to Order 
Chairman Macaig called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 
2. Minutes 
January 10, 2017 
MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to approve the minutes of 
January 10, 2017 as written. VOTING: 3 ayes, 2 abstentions (Terry Macaig, Jeff 
Fehrs); motion carried. 
 
January 17, 2017 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to approve the minutes of 
January 17, 2017 as written. VOTING: unanimous (4-0) [Debbie Ingram not 
present for vote]; motion carried. 
 
January 24, 2017 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to approve the minutes of 
January 24, 2017 with correction to the spelling of “Deb Beckett”. VOTING: 3 ayes, 
1 abstention (Ted Kenney) [Debbie Ingram not present for vote]; motion carried. 
 
3. Public Comment – General Issues 
Mary Jo Dubois and Sheri Gates, residents in the Brennan Woods development, spoke of 
people speeding through the neighborhood while using the road as a cut-through from 
Route 2A to avoid Taft Corners which presents a safety issue for all the children in the 
neighborhood. 
 
4. Committee Interview/Appointment 
The Selectboard interviewed Amy Brewer for the position as alternate representative 
from Williston on the Green Mountain Transit Board of Commissioners and Caroline 
Tesini for a position on the Recreation Committee. 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE WILLISTON SELECTBOARD.  CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE 
RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD. 
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MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to appoint Amy Brewer as the 
Williston alternate representative to the Green Mountain Transit Board of 
Commissioners. VOTING: unanimous (4-0) [Debbie Ingram not present for vote]; 
motion carried. 
 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to appoint Caroline Tesini to 
the Recreation Committee for a term ending June 30, 2019. VOTING: unanimous 
(4-0) [Debbie Ingram not present for vote]; motion carried. 
 
5. Liquor License: Sakura of Japan 
Chip Ward, attorney representing Isao and Tomoko Ohira, asked that the current liquor 
license for Sakura remain in place until the Ohira’s assume ownership of the 
establishment (closing date upcoming) and then the new liquor license can be activated. 
Attorney Ward assured all required documents will be submitted to the town. 
 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to approve a First Class 
Liquor License for Ohira Restaurant, LLC d/b/a Sakura Vermont, 19 Taft Corners 
Shopping Center. VOTING: unanimous (4-0) [Debbie Ingram not present for vote]; 
motion carried. 
 
6. Highway Mileage Certificate/Road Acceptance 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Joy Limoge, that the mileage listed in the 
Certificate of Highway Mileage for year ending February 10, 2017 is accurate as to 
the mileage in Williston for Class 2, 3, and 4 roads. VOTING: unanimous (4-0) 
[Debbie Ingram not present for vote]; motion carried. 
 
7. Regional Unified Planning Work Program List for Williston 
Bruce Hoar reviewed the six projects requested by the town to be included in the UPWP. 
The projects are: 

 Maple Road multi-modal sidewalk study 
 Blair Park Road north traffic calming 
 Traffic and speed counts on Southridge/Lawnwood Drive 
 Sunset Hill Road pedestrian study 
 Speed limit study upper Old Stage Road (north of Mountain View Road) 
 Chamberlin/Brennan Woods traffic calming 

 
Mary Jo Dubois, resident in the Brennan Woods development, spoke of the chronic 
speeding problem in Brennan Woods which presents a danger to the safety of the children 
in the neighborhood. Data compiled by the police show cars are traveling an average of 
33 mph on streets that are posted at 25 mph. 
 
Terri Zittritsch, Wildflower Circle, agreed there is a speeding problem in Williston. Old 
Stage Road appears to be a cut-through road as well. Ms. Zittritsch said it seems there are 
not enough police officers to have a police presence on neighborhood roads. 
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MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to approve the projects 
proposed for inclusion in the regional, annual Unified Planning Work Program for 
fiscal year 2018 as orally modified by Public Works Director, Bruce Hoar, for a 
total of six projects. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
8. Public Hearing: Motor Vehicle and Traffic Ordinance Amendments 
The public hearing was opened at 8:01 PM and the warning was read. Bruce Hoar 
reviewed the traffic ordinance amendments that pertain to stop signs at Zephyr Road and 
in Blair Park. 
 
COMMENTS 
Terri Zittritsch, resident, questioned the change in the stop signs on Blair Park Road. 
Bruce Hoar stated the changes being made are so the roads/intersections meet the 
standards per the uniform traffic manual. 
 
David Cranmer, resident, asked if there was neighborhood input into the stop sign change 
at the Zephyr Road intersection. Bruce Hoar noted the public hearing is to hear comments 
from people. 
 
There were no further comments. 
 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to close the public hearing. 
VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 8:13 PM. 
 
9. Motor Vehicle and Traffic Ordinance Amendments 
MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to make the following 
changes to the Motor Vehicle and Traffic Ordinance: 

 Remove two stop signs on Zephyr Road at the intersection of Day Lane. 
 Remove two stop signs on Blair Park Road at the intersection of Paul Street. 
 Add one stop sign on Paul Street at the intersection with Blair Park Road. 
 Create a no parking zone on the northeast corner of the Zephyr Road 

intersection. 
VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
10. Town Manager’s Report 
Rick McGuire reported: 

 There is a public information meeting on February 15, 2017 facilitated by the 
EPA and Vermont DEC regarding the Commerce Street Super Fund cleanup plan. 

 There will be discussion next month of the Selectboard meeting schedule and 
possible approach to the budget review process in 2017. 

 Vermont Liquor Control Division rescinded a liquor license violation because the 
violation was so minor (an employee forgot to change her name on her training 
record after getting married). 

 



WILLISTON SELECTBOARD – February 7, 2017 PAGE 4 
 

11. Other Business 
Manager’s Evaluation 
Selectboard members are to submit their completed evaluations to Chairman Macaig by 
February 13, 2107. 
 
Williston as a Sanctuary City 
Jeff Fehrs requested discussion at some point of Williston being a sanctuary city. 
 
12. Adjournment 
With no further business and without objection the meeting was adjourned at 8:27 PM. 
 
RScty: M.E.Riordan 


