
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
February 11, 2013 

DRAFT 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Macaig (Chairman); Jeff Fehrs, Jay Michaud, Chris 

Roy, Debbie Ingram. 
ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; Ken Belliveau, Planning 

Director. 
OTHERS PRESENT: Alexis Parent, Christine Forde, Rick Bryant, Tom Walsh, 

Scott Moody (CCTV-Ch. 17), Stephanie Choate (Williston 
Observer). 

 
1. Call to Order 
Chairman Terry Macaig called the Williston Selectboard meeting to order at 7 PM.  
 
2. Minutes 
January 22, 2013 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to approve the minutes of 
January 22, 2013 with the deletion of the reference to $3,000 under Item #4 
(Masonic Center) on Page 1. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
January 28, 2013 
MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Chris Roy, to approve the minutes of 
January 28, 2013 with the deletion of “The grant will be used….” under Item #6 
(Lake Iroquois bond) on Page 2. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
3. Board Appointments 
The Selectboard interviewed Tom Walsh for a position on the Planning Commission. Mr. 
Walsh explained his experience working with regulations and committees (as part of the 
National Guard) and his interest in serving the community. The Selectboard concurred a 
good orientation to the Planning Commission functions would be beneficial. 
 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to appoint Tom Walsh to the 
Williston Planning Commission for a term ending June 30, 2015. VOTING: 
unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
4. Public Comment 
None. 
 
5. Green Mountain Masonic Center 
Rick McGuire noted Alexis Parent with the Masonic Center reviewed and accepted the 
agreement as drafted. The grant would be paid after July 1st and prior to July 31st. 
 
MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Chris Roy, to authorize the Town 
Manager to sign the grant agreement between the Town of Williston and the Green 
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Mountain Masonic Center for a term starting July 1, 2013 and ending August 1, 
2017.  VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
6. Industrial Avenue Corridor Study 
Christine Forde, Regional Planning, noted Williston requested a planning study of the 
Industrial Avenue corridor. Regional Planning hired Stantec to do the study that looked at 
Industrial Ave., change in use, potential further changes in use, how the corridor may 
develop in the future, and how to accommodate those changes.  Meetings have been held 
with the Planning Commission and the public on the study. Rick Bryant with Stantec 
highlighted the following from the study: 

• Existing conditions were reviewed and forecasts were made of future conditions 
(out to Year 2035). Presently there are mostly industrial uses that are low traffic 
generators, but there are other uses happening that generate more traffic (offices, 
daycare, and others). 

• A traffic growth rate of 1% per year was applied. 
• “Hot spots” were identified and include Mountainview Drive/Route 2A 

intersection, the lack of continuous sidewalk on Industrial Ave., substandard 
accommodations for public transit service, egress from the side streets during 
peak hour, and lack of bike lane accommodations. Strategies include adding 
sidewalk and bike paths on both sides of the street and adding traffic lights. 

• The recommended strategy is to do nothing on the automotive side (i.e. to the 
roadway), add sidewalk in the industrial area versus the residential area, and add 
bike lanes the entire length of the corridor. Additional relief of traffic congestion 
is anticipated with the improvements proposed by the state at the intersections of 
Williston Road/Industrial Ave. and Industrial Ave./Route 2A. 

 
There was discussion of the selected alternative by the Williston Planning Commission 
(Alternative 4) which includes turn lanes, sidewalk on east side, and sidewalk from 
Williston Road to Avenue D.  There was discussion of the proposal to funnel two lanes of 
traffic into one lane on Industrial Avenue as proposed by the state, low pedestrian traffic 
at this point in time that may increase with changes in use, and inadequate public transit 
service. The Selectboard will select an alternative at the next meeting. 
 
7. Medical Marijuana Dispensary 
The following was noted: 

• Public comment has been received in support and against allowing a dispensary in 
Williston. 

• Many people with chronic and debilitating illnesses benefit from marijuana use. 
• According to the U.S. Attorney’s Office the Department of Justice will not 

intervene unless it appears organized crime is involved. 
• The concern by police is the dispensary will be a magnet for ancillary users. 

Vermont has the highest levels of marijuana use in the country across the age 
groupings of 13-18 year olds and 18-24 year olds. 

• There is only a slim chance Williston will be selected as one of the four 
dispensary sites in the state and the number of people to be served by each 
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dispensary is very low, however it may be prudent for the town to develop 
regulations for a marijuana dispensary. 

 
MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Jay Michaud, to instruct the Planning 
Commission to develop regulations concerning the placement of medical marijuana 
dispensaries. VOTING: 4 ayes, one nay (Chris Roy); motion carried. 
 
8. Certificate of Highway Mileage 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, that the mileage listed on the 
Certificate of Highway Mileage for year ending February 10, 2013 is accurate as to 
the mileage in Williston for Class 2, Class 3, and Class 4 roads. VOTING: 
unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
9. Amendment to Grant of Development Rights 
Rick McGuire explained the need to amend the development rights agreement with the 
Vermont Housing and Conservation Board relative to the parcel of land behind Town 
Hall (former Lyons property) to allow the placement and operation of solar panels. 
 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to authorize the Town 
Manager to sign an amendment to the agreement between the Town of Williston 
and the Vermont Housing and Conservation Board concerning development rights 
on property behind Town Hall known as the Lyons property. VOTING: unanimous 
(5-0); motion carried. 
 
10. Town Manager’s Report 
Rick McGuire reported the following: 

• The Affordable Housing Task Force elected Debbie Ingram as Chairwoman. 
VHFA provided helpful information on affordable housing at the first meeting of 
the task force. The next meeting is the first week in March, 2013. 

• The annual evaluation of the Town Manager is due. A summary of activities 
covered in the past year and issues to be handled in the future were provided to 
the Selectboard for consideration. There are two forms for evaluation (short and 
long). The Selectboard will complete the short form soon after town meeting. 

• A committee including a Selectboard member, the local representative to the 
Winooski Valley Park District, a member of the Williston Conservation 
Commission, and the Town Manager will compile information and answer 
questions relative to membership in the Winooski Valley Park District. A report 
to the Selectboard will be drafted. 

• The letter regarding the town’s position on Hybrid Strategy #2 drafted by Chris 
Roy was reviewed and approved for sending. Chris Roy noted there is 
acknowledgement by the circ alternative task force that the process and proposed 
strategy were not satisfying to Williston and does not solve the problems facing 
the town. Jeff Carr promised to do the follow up necessary on Williston’s projects 
in light of Williston being willing to move forward on a regional basis. 
Transportation Secretary Brian Searles did hear the comments by Chris Roy at the 
task force meeting and requested a written copy. Jeff Fehrs suggested there be 
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outreach to residents on North Williston Road regarding the anticipated increased 
traffic as a result of implementing Hybrid Strategy #2. 

• VLCT legislative day is coming up. Selectboard members who plan to attend 
need to register. 

• The host town agreements expire at the end of the fiscal year for the two transfer 
stations in town. There should be discussion of strategy at the next Selectboard 
meeting, possibly in Executive Session because contracts are involved. 

 
11. Other Business 
School Annual Report 
Town and school annual reports are available online or in print by request. There is a link 
on the town’s website to request a printed copy. 
 
Williston Little League State Champs 
The Williston 9-10 Little League state championship team will visit the state house to 
receive a resolution and meet with the governor. 
 
12. Meadow Run Easement Negotiations 
MOTION by Debbie Ingram, SECOND by Chris Roy, to go into Executive Session 
to discuss real estate negotiations including Meadow Run easement, Public Works 
facility, and Vermont Gas transmission line where premature public knowledge 
would place the Town of Williston at a substantial disadvantage, and to invite the 
Town Manager to attend. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
13. Property Negotiations 
Refer to above motion. 
 
Executive Session was convened at 8:36 PM and adjourned at 9:10 PM. The regular 
meeting resumed. 
 
ACTION FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION 
MOTION by Chris Roy, SECOND by Debbie Ingram, to authorize the Town 
Manager to finalize and execute a Purchase and Sales agreement for the existing 
Public Works facility. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
14. Adjournment 
 
There was no further business before the Selectboard and the meeting was adjourned at 
9:11 PM. 
 
RScty: M.E.Riordan 


