
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
December 5, 2017 

DRAFT 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Macaig (Chair); Jeff Fehrs, Ten Kenney, Joy 

Limoge, Theresa Zittritsch. 
ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; Erik Wells, Assistant to the 

Town Manager; Ken Morton, Fire Chief. 
OTHERS PRESENT: Chris Conant, Josef Harrewyn, Scott Sorrell, Jeff Moisan, 

Merrill Bent, Nick Warner, Rita Dessau, Brian Forrest, Pat 
Suozzi, Jamie Carroll, Jason Starr (Williston Observer), 
Scott Moody (Channel 17). 

 
1. Call to Order 
Chairman Terry Macaig called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 
2. Minutes 
October 17, 2017 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to approve the October 17, 2017 
minutes with the following addition: 

 Page 2, Item #6, Mud Pond Conservation, sentence reading “The Selectboard 
will take the matter under consideration” – add to the end of the sentence 
“after recommendation from the Conservation Commission”. 

VOTING: 4 ayes, one abstention (Theresa Zittritsch); motion carried. 
 
November 21, 2017 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Theresa Zittritsch, to approve the 
November 21, 2017 minutes as written. VOTING: 3 ayes, two abstentions (Jeff 
Fehrs, Ted Kenney); motion carried. 
 
3. Public Comment – General Issues 
Josef Harrewyn and Scott Sorrell from Chef’s Corners requested the Selectboard amend 
the sewer ordinance to allow payment of the sewer allocation charge over 12 to 24 
months for commercial establishments. 
 
4. Position Interview/Appointment 
The Selectboard interviewed Brian Forrest for the Energy Coordinator position in the 
town. The position will be advertised and further interviews held before a selection is 
made. 
 
5. Liquor Licenses Applications 
Walgreens 
Merrill Bent, attorney representing Walgreens, explained the license application is due to 
the change in ownership of Rite Aid by Walgreens. 
 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE WILLISTON SELECTBOARD.  CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE 
RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD. 
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MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to approve a 2nd Class liquor 
license for Walgreens Eastern Company, Inc., Store #10327, located at 108 
Cornerstone Drive. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
Chef’s Corners 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to approve a 1st Class liquor 
license with outside consumption permit for LaPattiserie Francoise, Inc. doing 
business as Chef’s Corner Café and Bakery located at 300 Cornerstone Drive. 
VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
6. Ambulance Service Rate Change 
Fire Chief, Ken Morton, explained the ambulance services and rates that must be in place 
for Medicare billing. 
 
MOTION by Joy Limoge, SECOND by Theresa Zittritsch, to approve the following 
rates in addition to rates previously established effective January 1, 2018: 

 Basic Life Support Non-Emergency - $575 per call 
 Advanced Life Support Non-Emergency - $725 per call 

VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
7. Lake Iroquois Association Annual Report 
Chris Conant and Jamie Carroll with the Lake Iroquois Association gave a presentation 
on the water quality projects in 2017 and those planned in 2018. Projects include a boat 
wash, erosion control, water quality monitoring, education on storm water management 
and reducing the nutrient load going into the lake, and milfoil control. The Association 
would like to do an herbicide treatment for milfoil if the permit is granted by the state. 
Request is being made to the towns of Williston and Hinesburg and the state to cover the 
cost along with private fund raising. 
 
8. Winooski Valley Park District Membership 
Nick Warner, WVPD Executive Director, discussed the following: 

 WVPD does not currently own/manage any parkland in the Town of Williston, 
but is interested in the Jacob parcel due to the high conservation value and public 
access potential. 

 The role of WVPD in owning/managing parks in Williston should be discussed. 
 Review of other funding models including population based and the budget 

without including the Town of Williston contribution will be done by the WVPD 
board. 

 Budget request by WVPD is the same as last year. 
 
The Selectboard requested more information including an opinion from the Conservation 
Commission on the value of WVPD owning/managing the Jacob parcel, a plan from 
WVPD to enhance the Jacob parcel for use by the public and associated cost, cost figures 
on return on investment to the town for membership in WVPD. 
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WVPD will provide information on the cost of improvements at other parks being 
managed by WVPD and a breakdown of the number of acres of parkland managed by 
WVPD in each member town.  
 
9. Community Outreach Program - Social Workers 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to approve spending up to 
$7,400 in the FY18 budget taken from the Police Patrol Salary Account to support 
hiring social workers to assist police and fire departments by providing services to 
community members with mental health related needs. 
 DISCUSSION: 

 There was discussion of the projected cost per person and overhead 
amount. Overhead cost includes health insurance and administrative 
costs for supervision of the individuals. The state will be paying half 
the amount with the remainder covered by the towns. 

VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
  
10. Budget Review – Fiscal Year (FY) 2019 
Rick McGuire gave an overview of the proposed FY 2019 budget of $11.1 million (5% 
increase overall including one-time expenses). The following was noted: 

 The focus of the budget continues to be services provided by the town. 
 Fund balance currently exceeds the amount recommended by the 

Selectboard’s policy and is proposed to be reduced with one-time capital 
purchases and projects. 

 Staff is researching the economics of using some fund balance to purchase 
the solar panels behind Town Hall. 

 Revenue sources for the town include the property tax, local options tax, 
and fees. Distribution of property value in town is 57% residential, 27% 
commercial, 7% industrial, 1% agricultural. 

 Tax rate increase based on the proposed FY 2019 is less than one cent. 
 
11. Town Manager’s Report 
Rick McGuire reported: 

 Erik Wells, Assistant to the Town Manager, was introduced. 
 Budget meeting on 12/12/17 will be held at Williston Woods Community Center. 
 The town is refunding the fees paid by the Atwood project that was never built. 

 
12. Other Business 
Catering Permit 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Joy Limoge, to grant a catering permit to 
Sodexo VT, Inc. for an event on Sutton Farm Drive on December 14, 2017. 
VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
13. Adjournment 
With no further business and without objection the meeting was adjourned at 9:26 PM. 
 
RScty: M.E.Riordan 


