
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
December 20, 2016 

DRAFT 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Terry Macaig (Chairman); Jeff Fehrs, Ted Kenney. (Joy 

Limoge and Debbie Ingram were absent.) 
ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; Jennifer Kennelly, Finance 

Director; Bruce Hoar, Public Works Director; Deb Beckett, 
Town Clerk, Ken Morton, Fire Chief; Ken Belliveau, 
Planning Director. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Scott Moody (Channel 17). 
 
[Note: Minutes reflect the order of the published agenda.] 
 
1. Call to Order 
Chairman Macaig called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 
2. Minutes 
December 6, 2016 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to approve the minutes of 
December 6, 2016 as written. VOTING: unanimous (3-0); motion carried. 
 
December 13, 2016 
Postponed to the next meeting. 
 
3. Public Comment – General Issues 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
4. Noise Ordinance Revisions 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to schedule a public hearing on 
the proposed amendments to the Noise Control Ordinance. VOTING: unanimous 
(3-0); motion carried. 
 
5. Public Hearing: Tree Removal Program 
The public hearing was opened at 7:30 PM. Bruce Hoar explained the tree removal 
program in anticipation of infestation by the Emerald Ash Borer beetle.  There were no 
further comments. 
 
MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Jeff Fehrs, to close the public hearing. 
VOTING: unanimous (3-0); motion carried. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:35 PM. 
  

MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE WILLISTON SELECTBOARD.  CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE 
RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD. 
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6. Budget Review: FY 2018 General Fund 
Clerk/Treasurer 
Town Clerk, Deb Beckett, highlighted the following in the Clerk/Treasurer budget: 

 There are no significant changes from the previous year’s budget. 
 Revenue from passports has increased. 
 Purchase of a folding machine is included in the budget. 
 New shelving in the vault is being installed with funds from a special designated 

fund. 
 
Fire Department 
Fire Chief, Ken Morton, highlighted the following in the Fire Dept. budget: 

 There are no major initiatives in the proposed budget. The budget addresses the 
needs of the department and maintenance of the 11 year old building. 

 There are no changes in the capital budget from the past year’s budget. 
 
Planning & Zoning 
Planning Director, Ken Belliveau, highlighted the following in the Planning & Zoning 
budget: 

 Revenues are up slightly. 
 Funding for formatting the town plan ($5,000) and an aerial flyover ($500) is 

included in the budget. 
 Hours for the conservation intern have been reduced slightly. 
 Funds for trail maintenance have been increased (more trails to maintain). 
 Money is requested for the Environmental Reserve Fund ($40,000). The amount 

should be increased in future years for a potential acquisition that would deplete 
the fund now. 

 Capital expenditures in the future include the boardwalk on the Allen Brook 
Nature Trail ($30,000), a bridge on the trail by the Chatham Woods development 
($20,000), Mud Pond Country Park parking area ($10,000), and the Brownell 
Mountain trailhead. 

 
Ken Belliveau reported the Planning Commission concurred the capital plan is consistent 
with the town plan and recommends adopting the capital program. 
 
7. Town Manager’s Report 
Rick McGuire reported: 

 Christ Memorial Church sent a payment in recognition of the church’s exemption 
from taxes and receipt of services from the town. 

 A thank you note was received from the American Red Cross for support by the 
town of Red Cross programs. 

 Daniel Macaig has been hired as a patrol officer beginning January 23, 2017. 
 The police union has requested negotiations begin on the next contract. 
 Mediation is requested to settle the dispute between the town and the contractor 

regarding full payment for the work on the Route 2A sewer line. 
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 The adjacent property owner to the former town garage land is claiming 
ownership of some of the town’s land. 

 The town’s storm water coordinator met with representatives from the 
neighborhoods to discuss applying for a grant to benefit the neighborhood storm 
water facilities. 

 
Jennifer Kennelly gave the finance report, noting the following: 

 Fiscal year is 40% complete. 
 Local options tax revenues for the first quarter show the sales tax to be on budget 

and the room and meals tax up by 10%. 
 Ambulance revenues are up by 8%. 
 Recreation revenue is ahead of pace. 
 Expenditures show Police under budget, Recreation higher but offset by revenues, 

and discretionary wages allocated. 
 There is nothing substantial to report in water, sewer, storm water. 
 Special revenue and capital fund balances will be reported quarterly. 

 
8. Other Business 
Mr. Fehrs raised the possibility that the Selectboard may want to discuss Williston being 
a sanctuary town for immigrants. The town has an anti-bias policing policy in place 
currently. 
 
9. Maple Tree Place v Town of Williston Tax Appeal 
MOTION was made by Mr. Kenney and SECONDED by Mr. Fehrs to go into 
Executive Session to discuss pending litigation where premature knowledge would 
put the Town at a substantial disadvantage and to invite Mr. Hinman and Mr. 
McGuire to attend.  VOTE on the MOTION was unanimous.  
 
The Board came out of Executive Session ad 8:47 PM and no motions were offered. 
 
10. Adjournment 
With no further business and without objection the meeting was adjourned at 8:47 PM. 
 
RScty: M.E.Riordan 


