MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE WILLISTON SELECTBOARD. CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE
RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD.

TOWN OF WILLISTON
SELECTBOARD
MINUTES OF MEETING
December 17, 2019
DRAFT
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Terry Macaig (Chair); Ted Kenney [arrived 7:11 Pm], Gordon
St. Hilaire, Jeff Fehrs. (Joy Limoge was absent.)
ADMINISTRATION: Rick McGuire, Town Manager; Erik Wells, Assistant Town
Manager; Shirley Goodell-Lackey, Bruce Hoar, Public
Works Director; Christine Dougherty, Stormwater
Coordinator; Bill Hinman, Town Assessor; Jane Kearns,
Library Director.
OTHERS PRESENT: Jill Spinelli, Christine Sicard, Blythe Leonard, Karla
Karstens, Ron Bomer, Brian Goodwin, Diane Downer,
Barbara Mieder, Jason Starr (Williston Observer), Scott
Moody (Channel 17).

[Note: Minutes reflect the order of the published agenda.]

1. Call to Order
Chair Terry Macaig called the meeting to order at 7 PM.

2. Minutes

December 3, 2019

MOTION by Jeff Fehrs, SECOND by Gordon St. Hilaire, to approve the minutes of
December 3, 2019 with correction to the edit to the MOU with the library trustees to
say “advice and consent of a majority of the trustees”. VOTING: unanimous (3-0)
[Ted Kenney not present for vote]; motion carried.

3. Public Comment — General Issues
There were no comments at this time from the public.

4. Tax Appeal Settlement Offer: BEVS

Town Assessor, Bill Hinman, reported following re-inspection and re-evaluation of the
value of the BEVS property the amount of $4,252,270 was found to be a fair and
equitable number.

MOTION by Jeff Fehrs, SECOND by Gordon St. Hilaire, to authorize the Town
Manager to enter into a settlement agreement with January Holdings, LLC to
resolve a property tax assessment appeal. VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion
carried.

5. Sidewalk Winter Maintenance Requests

Public Works Director, Bruce Hoar, explained the recommendation not to plow the
sidewalk in the Indian Ridge and Hamlet neighborhoods at this time because the criteria
outlined in the winter maintenance policy are not met.
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Representatives from the neighborhoods submitted letters and a signed petition in support
of plowing the sidewalks for the safety of pedestrians and the significant number of
schoolchildren in the neighborhood including some with special needs. It was noted the
sidewalks are used by more than just the residents due to the proximity to the town
schools and the Taft Corners commercial district. There was mention of subcontracting
the plowing of the sidewalk.

Following discussion, the Selectboard agreed further discussion of the sidewalk plowing
policy is needed. The request for plowing will be added to a future agenda.

6. State Wetlands Appeal Settlement Agreement

Jeff Fehrs recused himself. Stormwater Coordinator, Christine Dougherty, and Public
Works Director, Bruce Hoar, briefly reviewed the appeal and settlement of the state
wetlands general permit held by Williston and South Burlington.

MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Gordon St. Hilaire, to approve the
settlement in the town’s appeal of the ANR wetlands general permit and authorize
the Town Manager to execute the settlement agreement and any related documents.
VOTING: unanimous (3-0); motion carried.

Jeff Fehrs returned to the Selectboard.

7. Budget Review — Fiscal Year 2021

Buildings & Grounds

Bruce Hoar reported the Buildings & Grounds budget is level funded with the exception
of the slight increase in the Cemetery line item. A contractor has been secured to repair
the roof on the Old Brick Church and Town Hall. Capital items include fire protection in
the Old Brick Church (fire suppression system and alarm panel), siding on the Old
School House and relocating the outhouse away from the storm water pond, and
engineering and design of the parking lot behind Town Hall.

Highway

Bruce Hoar reported the Highway budget includes the $10,000 increase in the paving line
item and $2,000 increase for preventative action against the emerald ash borer. Capital
projects include the Muddy Brook culvert, minor transportation improvements and
intersection upgrades, and equipment (plows and mower tractors) and vehicles per the
replacement schedule.

Library

Library Director, Jane Kearns, and Library Trustee, Karla Karstens, reported the Library
budget is level funded except for the increase for janitorial services and the addition of 25
hours for a Program Services Librarian. Capital items include the annual contribution
toward the replacement of the bookmobile per the schedule.

8. Proposed Charter Changes

Erik Wells explained a second public hearing is required for the charter change proposal
before it can be warned for Town Meeting. To meet warning requirements, he
recommends the hearing be scheduled for January 21, 2020. After the close of the hearing
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the Board can make any final changes to the charter proposal as it sees fit, and then warn
the final version as articles for Town Meeting.

The proposed charter amendments pertain to binding arbitration, self-governance, and
management of the library. There was discussion of the language in the charter proposal
relative to managing the library and agreement that the language as originally proposed
should remain. The proposal will strike the clause that the Library Trustees have full
power to manage the library to better align with administrative practice. In addition,
clarifying language was added to state the hiring or removal of the Director by the
Manager will be with the advice and consent of a majority of the Library Trustees.

MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Gordon St. Hilaire, to warn a second public
hearing on the town charter amendment proposal. VOTING: unanimous (4-0);
motion carried.

9. VCDP Grant Agreement

MOTION by Ted Kenney, SECOND by Gordon St. Hilaire, to adopt the resolution
as presented to accept the terms and conditions of the VCDP grant agreement
07110-1G-2018-Williston-22 with the State of Vermont and authorize the Town
Manager to execute the grant agreement, and further, to approve the subgrant
agreement between the Town of Williston and ReSource subject to review and
approval by the Town Attorney and authorize the Town Manager to sign the
subgrant agreement and any additional documents required on the town’s behalf.
VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried.

10. Town Manager’s Report

In addition to the written Manager’s Report, Rick McGuire and/or Erik Wells noted that
the CSWD leadership will meet with the Selectboard in January to discuss the potential
location of the MRF on Redmond Road.

11. Other Business - None

12. Executive Session: Litigation

MOTION by Jeff Fehrs, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to go into Executive Session
under the provisions of 1 VSA 8313 to discuss the lawsuit of the Town of Williston
vs. Overlake Park, LCC where premature public knowledge would place the town
at a substantial disadvantage, and invite the Town Manager and Assistant Town
Manager to attend. VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried.

Executive Session was convened at 9:31 PM and adjourned at 9:45 PM.

ACTION FOLLOWING EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION by Gordon St. Hilaire, SECOND by Ted Kenney, to approve resolution of
the lawsuit involving Overlake Park, LCC on the terms discussed in Executive
Session and authorize the Town Manager to execute and deliver all necessary
documents in connection with a settlement. VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion
carried.
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13.  Adjournment
With no further business and without objection the meeting was adjourned at 9:46 PM.

RScty by tape: MERiordan



