
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
August 15, 2023 

     DRAFT 
*Hybrid meeting 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Ted Kenney (Chair); Greta D’Agostino, Terry Macaig, 

Mike Isham. (Jeanne Jensen was absent.) 
ADMINISTRATION: Erik Wells, Town Manager; Shirley Goodell-Lackey, 

Finance & HR Director; and Public Works Director Bruce 
Hoar 

OTHERS PRESENT: Mickey Myat, Ron Bliss, David Yandell, Kyle Sala, Hana 
Kessler, David Rugh, Steve Shepard, Williston Observer, 
Channel 17. 

 
1. Call to Order 
Chair, Ted Kenney, called the meeting to order at 7 PM. 
 
2. Executive Session – Legal Matters 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Terry Macaig, to find that premature 
public knowledge regarding confidential attorney-client communications made for 
the purpose of providing professional legal services to the Selectboard would clearly 
place the town at a substantial disadvantage,  and further, to enter Executive 
Session to discuss confidential attorney-client communications made for the purpose 
of providing professional legal services to the Selectboard under Title 1, Sections 
313(a)(1)(F) of the Vermont Statutes and invite Town Attorney, David Rugh, Public 
Works Director, Bruce Hoar, and Town Manager, Erik Wells to join.  VOTING: 
unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
Executive Session was convened at 7:04 PM and adjourned at 7:18 PM. 
 
3. Action Following Executive Session 
Town Attorney, David Rugh, reported on the settlement agreement between the Town of 
Williston and Oakhill Estates Homeowners Association relative to a 1995 water storage 
tank agreement. 
 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Mike Isham, to approve the settlement 
agreement with Oakhill Estates Homeowners Association and authorize the Town 
Manager to sign the document. VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
4. Minutes 
July 25, 2023 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Greta D’Agostino, to approve the 7/25/23 
minutes as presented. VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE WILLISTON SELECTBOARD. CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE 
RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD. 
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5. Public Comment 
There was public comment urging the Selectboard to hear what the greater community 
has to say about the contract with Verizon involving the Old Brick Church before taking 
action on the contract. 
 
6. Interviews/Appointments 
Planning Commission 
The Selectboard interviewed five candidates for positions on the Planning Commission. 
The following appointments were made: 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Terry Macaig, to appoint: 

• Hana Kessler to the Planning Commission for an unexpired four-year term 
through June 30, 2024. 

• Steve Shepard to the Planning Commission for an unexpired four-year term 
through June 30, 2027. 

• Mickey Myat to the Planning Commission as an alternate for an unexpired 
one-year term through June 30, 2024. 

VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
7. Temporary Event Permits 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Mike Isham, to approve a Temporary 
Event Permit for RUTFest at Catamount Community Forest. VOTING: unanimous 
(4-0); motion carried. 
 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Mike Isham, to approve a Temporary 
Event Permit for Bermie Senders at Catamount Community Forest. VOTING: 
unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
8. Land Acknowledgement 
Following discussion, the consensus of the Selectboard is to have the Racial Equity 
Partnership meet with Norwich history professor, before considering action on the land 
acknowledgement. 
 
9. Tax Sale Authorization 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Greta D’Agostino, to approve use of 
Stitzel, Page & Fletcher, P.C. to conduct theTown’s 2023 tax sale process. VOTING: 
unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
10. Investment Policy Amendment 
MOTION by Mike Isham, SECOND by Terry Macaig, to approve amendments to 
the investment policy as presented. VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
 
11. VLCT Annual Meeting Voting Delegate 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Mike Isham, to appoint Town Manager, 
Erik Wells, as Williston’s voting delegate to the VLCT, PACIF, and VERB annual 
meetings. VOTING: unanimous (4-0); motion carried. 
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12. Appointments 
Planning Commission 
The Selectboard appointed Hana Kessler and Steve Shepard to the Planning Commission 
and Mickey Myat as an alternate (See Item #6 – Interviews/Appointments). 
 
13. Town Manager’s Report 
In addition to the written Manager’s Report, staff noted the following: 

• Quarterly report provided to the Selectboard. 
• Local options tax 4th quarter FY23 shows a positive variance from budget. 
• Interest rate from the bond bank on the bond for the ambulance is just over 3%. 
• Outreach events are scheduled to discuss ARPA funds with the public. A report 

will be generated for the Selectboard. 
• The Town received notice and can comment on the large solar project by Encore 

Renewables on Redmond Road for Global Foundries (8,000 solar panels on 20 
acres of land). 

 
14. Other Business 
Catering Permit(s) 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Terry Macaig, to approve catering 
permits for weddings at Isham Farm on 8/26/23 and 8/31/23 and at Red Barn 
Gardens on 9/2/23. VOTING: 3 ayes, one abstention (Mike Isham); motion carried. 
 
15. Final Thoughts on Agenda Items from Meeting 
None. 
 
16. Executive Session – Personnel 
Postponed to the September 5, 2023 Selectboard meeting. 
 
17. Adjournment 
With no further business and without objection the meeting was adjourned at 9:04 PM. 
 
RScty by tape: MERiordan 


