
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 
SELECTBOARD 

MINUTES OF MEETING 
April 18, 2023 

       
*Hybrid meeting 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Ted Kenney (Chair), Greta D’Agostino, Terry Macaig, 

Jeanne Jensen, and Mike Isham. 
ADMINISTRATION: Erik Wells, Town Manager; Shirley Goodell-Lackey, 

Finance Director; Matt Boulanger, Planning Director; 
Melinda Scott, Energy and Community Development 
Planner; Patrick Foley, Police Chief; Josh Moore, Police 
Lieutenant; and Jane Kearns, Library Director. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Participants in the meeting included Ryan Allen, Meghan 
Cope, Chapin Kaynor, Ellie Beckett, Alex Doley, Ian 
Campbell, Debbie Roderer, Williston Observer, and 
Channel 17. 
 

 
1. Call to Order 
Chair, Ted Kenney, called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM. 
 
2. Executive Session: Contracts 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Mike Isham, to find that premature 
public knowledge regarding a labor relations agreement with employees would 
clearly place the town at a substantial disadvantage, and further, to go into 
Executive Session under provisions of 1VSA313(a)(1)(B) to discuss a labor relations 
agreement with employees and invite Police Chief Foley, Police Lieutenant Moore, 
Finance/HR Director Goodell-Lackey, and Town Manager Wells to join. VOTING: 
unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
Executive Session was convened at 6:50 PM and adjourned at 7:15 PM. The regular 
meeting resumed. 
 
3. NEPBA Local 409 MOU & Police Retention/Hiring Program 
MOTION by Mike Isham, SECOND by Jeanne Jensen, to approve and authorize 
the Town Manger to sign a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the New 
England Police Benevolent Association (NEPBA) Local 409, and that the Town 
Manager is authorized to implement for the Williston Police Department an 
amended hiring and retention incentive pay plan subject to allowable, adequate 
funding and appropriation to include without limitation budgetary savings, ARPA 
funds, future budget allocation or any combination thereof as outlined in the memo, 
dated April 18, 2023. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
 
 

MINUTES SUBJECT TO CORRECTION BY THE WILLISTON SELECTBOARD. CHANGES, IF ANY, WILL BE 
RECORDED IN THE MINUTES OF THE NEXT MEETING OF THE BOARD. 
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4. Approval of Minutes 
April 4, 2023 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Mike Isham, to approve the minutes 
of 4/4/23 with correction of the spelling of “Jensen”. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); 
motion carried. 
 
5. Public Comment – General Issues 
There was public comment expressing concern about HIPAA rights being maintained and 
standing up for the right to protect an individual’s HIPAA rights. 
 
6. Resolution: Debbie Roderer Retirement 
The resolution was read recognizing the retirement of Assistant Library Director, Debbie 
Roderer, after 36 years of service to Williston.  Library Director, Jane Kearns, listed 
some of Ms. Roderer’s many accomplishments. Debbie Roderer thanked the library staff 
and community and said it has been a privilege to serve the Town. 
 
MOTION by Mike Isham, SECOND by Greta D’Agostino, to adopt the resolution 
recognizing the service of Debbie Roderer as presented. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); 
motion carried. 
 
7. Public Hearing: Sewer Allocation Ordinance Amendment to Attachment A 
The warning for the public hearing on the amendment to Attachment A of the Sewer 
Allocation Ordinance was read and the public hearing was opened at 7:30 PM.  Planning 
Director, Matt Boulanger, reviewed Attachment A and the sewer capacity available for 
allocation.  There was discussion of the bill before the state senate, S.100, that will allow 
single family dwellings to become duplexes and up to four units per dwelling to be 
created if the dwelling is served by municipal sewer and water.  There were no further 
comments. 
 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Mike Isham, to close the public 
hearing on the proposed amendment to the Sewer Allocation Ordinance - 
Attachment A. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:45 PM. 
 
8. Sewer Allocation Ordinance Amendment 
MOTION by Terry Macaig, SECOND by Mike Isham, to adopt the amendments to 
the Sewer Allocation Ordinance Attachment A as presented. VOTING: unanimous 
(5-0); motion carried. 
 
9. Town & Library MOU Renewal 
Staff reported there are no amendments to the MOU suggested by the Library Trustees or 
staff. 
 
MOTION by Mike Isham, SECOND by Jeanne Jensen, to renew the MOU with 
Dorothy Alling Memorial Board of Trustees for a three-year term. VOTING: 
unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
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10. Local Emergency Operations Plan 2023 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Jeanne Jensen, to approve the 2023 
Local Emergency Operations Plan. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
11. Housing Needs Assessment Overview 
Planning staff reported on the need for more affordable and abundant housing in Vermont 
and Williston in particular. Key findings from the housing needs assessment that was 
done in Williston included the lack of adequate housing supply to support the workforce, 
housing becoming less affordable and income not keeping up, subsidized housing stock 
not meeting demand, mismatch between household size and size of houses (number of 
bedrooms), location of homes being built (growth centers versus rural districts). Next 
steps include discussion of policy adjustments and programmatic changes to address the 
housing challenges. The Selectboard will continue discussions with the Planning 
Commission on the housing issue. 
 
12. Liquor/Tobacco License Renewals 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Mike Isham, to approve the liquor 
license renewals as transmitted, dated 4/18/23, for a one-year period through 
4/30/24. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
13. Town Manager’s Report 
In addition to the written report, Erik Wells reported: 

• The Town received $300,000 from the state Transportation Alternative Grant 
Program. The funds will be used to continue the sidewalk on Industrial Ave. from 
Route 2 to Route 2A. 

• Community Center Scoping & Library Assessment Steering Committee is 
wrapping up the outreach interviews and will be starting a written survey in May. 
A report on the results is expected by late summer. 

• Green Up Day and Town Fair is May 6, 2023. 
 
14. Other Business 
Communications Union District Alternative Representative 
MOTION by Mike Isham, SECOND by Jeanne Jensen, to appoint Erin Dickinson 
as the Williston alternate representative to the Communications Union District.  
VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
Catering Permits 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Mike Isham, to approve a catering 
permit for Sugar Snap Catering for a private party on May 3, 2023 at Gordon’s 
Window Décor on Leroy Road. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
 
MOTION by Greta D’Agostino, SECOND by Jeanne Jensen, to approve a catering 
permit for Catering by Dale for a wedding on June 17, 2023 at Isham Barn, Oak 
Hill Road. VOTING: unanimous (5-0); motion carried. 
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15. Adjournment 
With no further business and without objection the meeting was adjourned at 8:58 PM. 
 
RScty by tape: MERiordan 


