
MEMO  

To:  Development Review Board  

From:  Emily Heymann, Planner 

Date: March 4, 2021  

Re:  New England Chimney Supply Specific Plan - FYI   

 
Overview – On February 2nd, the Planning Commission reviewed a specific plan application for New 
England Chimney Supply and moved it onto the next phase of review. The next step is a community 
meeting and an advisory committee will be established. This property is located within the Design 
Review Area (WDB 22), so the Planning Commission may request a DRB to serve on the advisory 
committee. The DRB should familiarize themselves with the NECS application and bylaw process.  
 
Why should a DRB member serve on the Specific Plan advisory committee? As administrators of the 
Williston bylaws, you (along with staff) have the best working knowledge of the development standards. 
You also have experience crafting conditions of approval that must be clear and legally defensible. Your 
knowledge and expertise will help the advisory committee draft clear and concise amendments to the 
Town Plan and bylaw.  
 
What is a Specific Plan? A specific plan is a set of amendments to the town’s Comprehensive Plan and 
the Unified Development bylaw that has been developed by one or more landowners working with the 
Planning Commission and the public, at the landowners’ expense. The specific plan avoids claims of 
“spot” zoning because it is not a “deal” between a community and an individual landowner. Spot zoning 
is a broad rewrite where future development is unknown. A specific plan is based on a specific 
development proposal that also provides a defined substantial benefit. It must go through the same 
process required for adoption of the Town Plan and bylaws. This ensures that, while it will (as all land 
use changes do) serve private interests, it will also provide substantial public benefits.  

 
9.3.3.3 Advisory Committee Composition. Advisory committees will vary with the nature of 
the proposed plan, but should include:  
• at least one Planning Commission member;   
• one or more representatives of other town boards, as they may be affected or involved; 
• one or more representatives of the affected neighborhood; 
• representatives from adjoining municipalities and state agencies, as they may be 

affected or involved, or offer special expertise;  
• members representing the community at large; and 
• independent experts qualified to contribute to and evaluate the work of the applicants as 

the specific plan is developed, who may serve as ex officio members. 
 
The goal is to create a committee that is both broadly representative of those whose interests 
may be affected by the proposed specific plan and well-qualified.  

 
Documents  
 

• Staff Report  
• Specific Plan Process Flowchart  
• NECS Specific Plan -Narrative Letter, GMT Letter 
• NECS Specific Plan - Maps, Site Plans, Street View (Updated 02.01.2021) 

https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Chimney_Supply_Specific_Plan_Staff_Report.pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Specific_Plan_Flowchart.pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/NECS_Specific_Plan_-_Cover_Letter_Narrative_Public_Benefit_GMT_Letter_of_Support_Updated_02.01.2021.pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/NECS_Specific_Plan_-_Maps_Site_Plans_Street_View_Updated_02.01.2021.pdf

