MEMO

From: Williston Conservation Commission
To: Rick McGuire
Date: May 21, 2014

RE: Request for Selectboard to Authorize the Use of Environmental Reserve Funds for Half the
Herskowitz Property Appraisal

The Williston Conservation Commission (WCC), in partnership with the Vermont Land Trust (VLT),
is seeking Selectboard support and approval for the use of Environmental Reserve Funds to pay for
half of the appraisal necessary to contemplate a land purchase or a conservation easement on the
39-acres of the Herskowitz property off Christmas Lane in the Ag/Rural Zoning District.

Today the ERF balance is $475,131. After the recently approved Bruce Farm project is completed,
there will be approximately $256,811 available in the ERF. After July 1, 2014 the available ERF
balance will be $286,811.

The Herskowitz property receives a “medium” score in the ERF prioritization scale. This property is
of particular interest to the WCC however because it abuts the town-owned Mud Pond Country Park
(MPCP); a popular destination for hikers and mountain bikers (see attached map). A well-
maintained network of private trails already exists on the Herskowitz property, which links to the
public trails at the MPCP.

Currently, five new residential lots are being proposed on the 39 acre lot. Conserving or acquiring
the land would occur in lieu of the development, therefore preserving the trail system as it exists
today.

The results of the appraisal will allow the town and property owner, David Herskowitz, to explore the
possibility of either establishing a conservation easement on the property where the land would
remain in private ownership or purchasing the land outright where the town would own the land.

With assistance from the Vermont Land Trust and David Herskowitz, Larson Appraisal has been
selected to conduct the appraisal. The selection was based on the results of two written quotes. The
cost of the appraisal is $2,750. While the property owner and the Vermont Housing and
Conservation Board will each pay for V4 of the appraisal, it is requested that the town pay for the
remaining half the appraisal ($1,375).

At their May 21 meeting, the WCC unanimously voted in support of using ERF dollars to pay for
half of the appraisal.

Selectboard Action
Selectboard support and approval to pay for half of the appraisal necessary to contemplate a land
purchase or a conservation easement on the 39-acres of the Herskowitz property is sought at this

time. Staff recommends the following motion:

1. To authorize the use of $1,375 from the Environmental Reserve Fund to pay for half the
cost of the appraisal.



