
 

Memo           Date:  January 3, 2017 

TO:   Selectboard 
 
FROM:   Richard McGuire 
 
RE:   Manager’s Report 
The following is a brief report on various issues, agenda items, projects or activities.  It is 
not intended as a comprehensive update of all projects underway. 

1. Call to Order 

2. Minutes – Minutes for the meeting held on December 13, 2016 are available for 
review but the minutes for December 20, 2016 are not.    

3. Public Comment - According to State Statutes, the Board must make time for public 
comment at each regular meeting.  Members of the public may comment on any 
topic.  

4. Winooski Valley Park District Membership – Membership in the District has been a 
topic of discussion over the past few years.  For next fiscal year, the District 
membership assessment is $31,970.  The Williston Conservation Commission has 
taken the lead on evaluating this service.  Pursuant to this is a memo dated 
November 30, 2016 from Melinda Scott, Environmental Planner for the Town.  The 
memo outlines the current recommendation of the Conservation Commission for 
next fiscal year.  Ms. Scott will be available Tuesday evening to answer questions.  
In addition, Nick Warner, Executive Director for the District will also be present.  
No action is anticipated at this time but should the Board wish to pursue 
withdrawing from the District as a member, a town vote by Australian Ballot 
will be required. 

5. Purchase of McCullough Forest Land Property – Recently, the McCullough’s have 
expressed an interest in protecting portions of their land for future generations by 
selling it to the Town.  This is a major opportunity for the community and raises a 
number of issues.  Currently staff is exploring a series of funding options including 
through the federal Community Forest and Open Space Conservation Program as 
well as through other state resources.  Melinda Scott, Environmental Planner will be 
in attendance Tuesday evening to discuss this project.  One step in the process is an 
indication of support from the Selectboard.  A draft letter of support is included 
with the agenda packet along with a memo dated December 28, 2016 from Ms. 
Scott.  The following motion is suggested: 

MOVE to authorize the Chair of the Selectboard to send a letter of support for 
seeking funding through the Community Forest and Open Space Conservation 
Program and other sources. 
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6. Hearing Sidewalk – Currently there are 29 miles of concrete sidewalk and 22 miles 

of asphalt path.  In addition, if one includes the sidewalks/paths proposed as part of 
the Circumferential Highway alternatives plan, there are 19 miles of proposed paths 
and sidewalks.  Included with the agenda packet is the Hearing Notice along with a 
memo dated December 12, 2016 from Bruce Hoar.  Mr. Hoar will be present 
Tuesday evening to provide presentation and answer questions.  The purpose of 
this hearing is to seek input towards developing a bikepath/sidewalk plan for the 
future and then to incorporate those results into the Capital Budget and Program 
each year.  No formal action is anticipated beyond a motion to close the hearing 
at the appropriate time. 

7. Public Hearing Budget – Included is the notice of public hearing.  No formal action 
is anticipated beyond a motion to close the public hearing. 

8. Motor Vehicle – It has come to our attention that two intersections in the Taft 
Corners area has stop signs that were not necessarily consistent with proper traffic 
control practices.  The intersections are Blair Park Road/Paul Street and Zephyr 
Road/Day Lane.  A STOP sign evaluation was completed by the Chittenden County 
transportation engineer upon our request.  A copy of this report is included with 
the agenda packet.  The report recommends changes to both intersections 
concerning placement of the stop signs.  In addition, creation of a no parking zone is 
recommended for the northeast corner of the Zephyr Road intersection.  In order to 
consider these changes, staff recommends the Board schedule a public hearing to 
solicit comments on the proposed changes.  The proposed changes affect Appendix 
B and D of the Motor Vehicle and Traffic Ordinance.  Marked up versions of both 
Appendices are included with the agenda.  The following motion is suggested: 

MOVE to schedule a public hearing to receive comments on a proposal to move 
the stop signs at the Blair Park Road/Paul Street intersection and the Zephyr 
Road/Day Lane intersection and to create a No Parking zone on Zephyr Road. 

9. Budget Review: Fiscal Year 2018 (General Fund) – Please remember to bring your 
copy to the meeting Tuesday evening.  A copy of the latest list of possible budget 
adjustments is included.  The revised list reflects the downward adjustment in the 
Grand List resulting from the recent tax appeal settlement with the owners of 
Maple Tree Place.  The following sections of the budget will be reviewed including 
both the General Fund Operating Budget and the General Fund Capital Budget: 
Buildings and Grounds; Library.  Copies of the budgets for Sewer, Water and 
Stormwater departments will be distributed Tuesday evening.  No formal action is 
anticipated at this time. 

10. Town Manager’s Report 
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a) Future Issues – A report of possible upcoming issues is included with this 
report. 

b) Vermont Gas Report – Included with this report is the most recent 
quarterly report from Vermont Gas concerning their transmission line 
project. 

c) Sidewalk Winter Maintenance Requests – No requests for sidewalk 
winter maintenance have been received to date. 

11. Other Business 

12. Adjournment 


