January 25, 2017

Nick Warner, Executive Director

Town of Williston ; : o
7900 Williston Road Winooski Valley Park District
Williston, VT 05495  Ethan Allen Homestead

FAX (802) 764-1140  Byrlington, VT 05408

1763

. Dear Nick,
Please be advised that the Williston Selectboard voted at their meeting on January
24, 3017 to put to a Town vote by Australian ballot in March 2018, the proposal to
withdraw as a member of the Winooski Valley Park District if the District does not
take affirmative action to change the member funding allocation formula.
As you know, Williston Selectboard and Conservation Commission members do not
believe the value of the service received by Williston tax payers is proportionate to
the financial burden placed on them. For example, Williston tax payers pay the
highest per capita rate of all member municipalities yet has no direct access to any
parkland. The parks are all in other communities.
The intent of this motion is start a serious conversation on the funding formula and
is not intended as a criticism of the great work undertaken by the District. The Town
Town Manager of Williston, while not a founding member of the District, is proud to have been a
e member since 1987. Our hope is that a change in the funding formula can be made
Town Cl;;‘k/l'hieasurer which allows the Town to remain a member for many years to come.
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