
 

Memo           DATE:  June 18, 2019 

TO: Williston Selectboard   

FROM: ERIK WELLS, ASSISTANT TO THE TOWN MANAGER    

RE: AIRPORT NOISE MAPS    

 

Last month the Burlington Airport released new noise exposure maps that illustrate how 
the arrival of the F-35 jets beginning this fall will affect the area. Town Manager Rick 
McGuire and I met with airport officials to discuss the impact on Williston. For over 30 
years, the airport has participated in the voluntary Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) sponsored Part 150 program. Part 150 assesses and quantifies noise impacts from 
aircraft noise and develops a Noise Compatibility Program (NCP) to assist in minimizing 
those impacts. The approved NCP enables the airport to access grant funds to 
implement the approved program. 

The maps are part of a larger draft report that can be accessed from the website 
http://www.btvsound.com/. The website also contains an interactive map that places 
the noise decibel contours over google earth imagery. Williston will have more homes 
and businesses effected by 65+ decibel noise levels than was previously experienced 
with the F-16s. Streets effected include sections of: US Route 2, North and South 
Brownell Road, Kirby Lane, Aspen Lane, White Birch Lane, Industrial Avenue and 
Commerce Street. According to the report, 105 homes are likely to be affected in 
Williston in the 65-70 decibel contour in 2023, and one home in the 70-75 decibel 
contour. The following is a visual of the area in Town from the draft report:  
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The airport is currently taking public comment on the draft document until June 28th. 
Comments will be incorporated in a final document that is submitted to the FAA for 
review. Once the map is accepted by the FAA, airport officials will finalize the noise 
compatibility program recommendations for submission. With a separate FAA approval, 
that program will unlock Federal funding to be utilized for sound mitigation grants to 
homeowners in the identified noise contours of the region. The earliest this is likely to 
begin is mid-2020, homes will be prioritized in the highest decibel areas first for the 
program and work outward from there. Pragmatically it is most likely to take a couple 
years before the Williston homes in this area will have access to the grant funding.  

Airport officials are available to come to a future Selectboard meeting to answer any 
questions Board members have on this matter.  


