
MEMO  
 

To:  Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee  
 
From:  Emily Heymann, Planner  
 
Date:  August 15, 2019  
 
Re:  Chapter 42 Village Zoning District (VZD) Bylaw Amendment  
 
 
Your feedback from the past meetings has been incorporated into a draft bylaw document. Keep in 
mind, it’s a very rough draft. Some draft language is dropped in without a section number. As we flesh 
things out, we can renumber the sections and convert the draft bullet points to the tradition Q&A 
format. Some sections, like intent, will need to be rewritten with the language from the Village Master 
Plan.  
 
Other sections, like the historic structure’s standards, have yet to be cracked open. In September, we 
will transition to standards for historic structures. For example, the draft language no longer has a limit 
on commercial floor area or a list of allowed uses. Does that mean someone can tear down a historic 
home in the national historic district to construct a new commercial use? No. We will have a strong list 
of criteria that must be met for a historic structure to be torn down to prevent that type of situation.  
 
The task: poke holes in draft document and play devil’s advocate, what language is needed to allow 
flexibility for vibrancy while keeping development at the village scale? What data is needed to quantify 
certain standards in the bylaw (setbacks, buffer, parking spaces, etc.)?  
 
Big picture info to keep in mind:  
 
WDB Chapter 42 – The language will be in bylaw question & answer format. It will focus on form & 
function standards, heavily referencing Appendix H.   
 
Appendix H – Currently, it is the Historic Design Review Guide. The appendix will be repurposed and the 
scope broadened. The purpose will be to provide examples for property owners & applicants to 
reference when designing a project and for the DRB to use when making the finding that a proposal 
meets the intent of the Village. Appendix H will use descriptions, pictures, diagrams and local examples 
to illustrate the intent and standards of Chapter 42.  
 
Research needs:  
Data to compile about existing conditions in the VZD to inform revised bylaw requirements:  
 

• Lot coverage: buildings, parking areas, access drives  
• Building width to parcel frontage ratio  
• Height about existing grade vs. perceived height from the public right-of-way  
• Setbacks from public way  
• Side & rear yard setbacks  

 


