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AGENCY OF NATURAL RESOUKCES

May 10, 2013

Select Board
C/ODeb Beckett
7900 Williston Road
Williston, VT 05495 -

DearSelect Boatd members,

I am writing to draw your attention to a pressing issue and a potential opportunity related to the trees in your
town. As you may be aware, Emerald ash borer (EAB) is a destructive insect pest that attacks and kills ash trees.
Sinceits accidental inttoduction to Notth America in 2002, EAB has killed millions of ash trees in mote than 15

states.

As of mid-May of this year, EAB has be has been ideatified in Dalton, MA, Albany, NY, Montreal, Quebec and
Concotd, NH. This means that Vermont has infestations on its Northern, Western, Eastern and Southern
boundaties. It is not a question of JfFAB will be identified in Vermont, it is a question of when.

Ptepared or unprepared, when EAB artives in your community, your town will have to deal with a large number
of hazardous trees within a short imeframe. A proactive response plan will be invaluable in addressing the
threat. We strongly encoutage your town to develop a plan for the atrival of EAB. There are resources
available to help with this. Thesc resources include planning tools and templates, educational materials, an
online toolbox, technical assistance provided by VT. Forestry Division staff as well as potential funding i the
form of mini-grants to assist you with the planning effort.

If you have any questions, or if your town is interested in exploring the development of an EAB Preparedness
plan please contact the Forests, Parks and Recreation Essex District Office at 802-879-6565 and ask to speak

with either Matt Leonatd or Keith Thompson.

Sincerely

v

Keith Thompson



