
Locality Ordinance Permit Fines Enforcement Exceptions
Lot size/ # of 

chickens
Zoning District Setbacks 

Williston No No
Agriculture/

farming 

1 acre 
minimum for 

livestock

VZD & RZD: enclosure 
50' property line; 
bedding/feed 75'

South 
Burlington 

Yes Yes, annual $160+
Code Officer, 
Animal Control 
Officer

Agriculture/
farming 

6/lot; 15 on 
land owned by 
fire district 

n/a
20' all property lines, 
5' with approval of 
abutting neighbor 

Essex Yes Yes $200/day AR & C1 6/lot 

Livestock 
prohibited 
<40,000 sq ft; 
BOA approval 1-3 

Essex 
Junction

Yes
Yes, annual. 
$35/new. 
$10/renewal. 

$25/day

health officer, 
animal control or 
designee can 
remove rechicks 

Agriculture/
farming 

4/lot

Shelburne No No

Hinesburg No

Colchester No 
Jericho No
Richmond No

No livestock in watershed protection 
buffer, vague maintenance descrption 

Comments

Enclosures >50 sq ft must be a part of a 
larger structure and subject to Land 

Devel Regs. Slaughtering not in public 
view. Limits waste to 1 20-gal container. 

No limit until reach agriculture 

Regulates enclosures, non-commercial 
use only, odor/noise, waste 

storage/removal, lighting, etc.Limits 
waste to 1 20-gal container. 

Requires inspection. Manure piles not 
within 100' of well or potable water 

source. Slaughtering not in public view. 

"Keeping of farm animals" is a 
conditional use in residential district. 

Zoning Regs Page 121: Commerical 
Agricultural Operations definition does 

not "include purely residential accessory 
uses like a household garden,

a few chickens and a chicken coop"

Link

Bylaw Chapter 20 

http://www.sburl.com/vertical/sites/%7
BD1A8A14E-F9A2-40BE-A701-

417111F9426B%7D/uploads/Backyard_C
hicken_Ordinance.pdf

https://www.essexjunction.org/fileadmi
n/files/Ordinances_Codes/Municipal_Co

de/municode17.pdf

http://www.shelburnevt.org/DocumentC
enter/Home/View/728

http://www.hinesburg.org/planning/zoni
ng-regulation-hinesburg-091216.pdf


