CHICKEN BYLAW ADMENDMENT

PURPOSE

= Allow residents on less than 1 acre lots to keep female poultry (i.e. chickens)

= Reduce setback requirements in VZD and RZD, using current setbacks set in Chapters 39 and 42, so
small lots can reasonably meet set back requirements

= Remove permitting and enforcement responsibility of town staff

= In future if it becomes necessary, reconsider a chicken ordinance and enforcement plans

IMPACTED LOTS
District Number of parcels <1 acre Total # of Parcels
Village Zoning District (VZD) 93 143
Residential Zoning District (RZD) 90? 3,2457
OPTIONS

The following table lays out changes, both individually and in combination, and explains benefit or problem
such language change will create.

SECTION CHANGE RESULT
1 |20.10.2.1 Remove minimum lot size Any livestock can be kept on < 1 acre
20.10.2.1 Reduce to %4 - 5 acre Any livestock on small 4 - %2 acres
lots

3 |20.10 Include female poultry with “domestic | Does not address large setbacks that
dogs and cats” impact small lots in RZD and VZD

4 120.10.2.2 | Reduce RZD & VZD setbacks Any livestock closer to property lines,

creates a new nuisance issue

5120.10& -Include female poultry w/ dogs & cats | 20.10 as written excludes dogs and

20.10.2.2 -Reduce setbacks for poultry only cats from “personal consumption or
enjoyment”

6 |20.10.2.2 Reduce setback requirements in RZD | Small lots can’t meet requirement for
& VZD for female poultry, and keep other livestock, but can keep female
current setbacks for all other livestock | poultry

7 120.10.2.1 -Exclude female poultry -Female poultry, but not other

v livestock, can be kept on <1 acre lots

20.10.2.2 | -VZD & RZD Setbacks for female -Reduced setbacks for female poultry
poultry to benefit small lots; keep existing
setbacks for all other livestock
20.10.2.4 | -Include female poultry -Increase clarity of language

Note: Including female poultry with “domestic dogs and cats” would exclude them from “personal
consumption.” As the bylaw is currently written, cats and dogs are not considered livestock, and poultry is
livestock. Dog kennels are regulated by 20.9.

CURRENT BYLAW
Chapter 20 - Residential Improvements

20.10 Livestock. For the purposes of this chapter livestock includes horses, cattle, sheep, llamas, poultry, and other animals,
other than domestic dogs and cats, kept outdoors for the personal consumption or enjoyment of the residents of a residential
property. The keeping of livestock on residential properties is not always “agriculture,” as it is exempted by WDB 4.2.1.2.



20.10.1 Is a permit needed to keep livestock on a residential lot? No, but the keeping of livestock on residential
premises is subject to the standards adopted in WDB 20.10.2.

20.10.2 Are there standards for the keeping of livestock on residential lots? While no permit is required, the town
will enforce the following standards on a complaint basis.

20.10.2.1. Minimum Lot Size. The minimum lot size for the keeping of livestock shall be one acre.
20.10.2.2 Additional Setbacks. In the Village and Residential Zoning Districts, no structure in which livestock

is kept or confined shall be closer than fifty (50) feet to any property line. No bedding or feed shall be stored
within seventy-five (75) feet of any property line.

20.10.2.3 Watershed Protection. No structure in which livestock is kept or confined shall be located within a
watershed protection buffer established by Chapter 29 of this bylaw.

20.10.2.4 Maintenance. All premises on which livestock is kept shall be maintained so as to ensure that dust,
noise, and odor generated by livestock do not have an adverse impact on adjoining properties. This includes
regular the removal of manure and other wastes, dust suppression, and insect control.

PROPOSED BYLAW (Option #7)

20.10 Livestock. For the purposes of this chapter livestock includes horses, cattle, sheep, llamas, poultry, and other animals,
other than domestic dogs and cats, kept outdoors for the personal consumption or enjoyment of the residents of a residential
property. The keeping of livestock on residential properties is not always “agriculture,” as it is exempted by WDB 4.2.1.2.

20.10.1 Is a permit needed to keep livestock on a residential lot? No, but the keeping of livestock on residential
premises is subject to the standards adopted in WDB 20.10.2.

20.10.2 Are there standards for the keeping of livestock on residential lots? While no permit is required, the town
will enforce the following standards on a complaint basis.

20.10.2.1. Minimum Lot Size. The minimum lot size for the keeping of livestock, excluding female poultry,
shall be one acre.

20.10.2.2 Additional Setbacks. In the Village and Residential Zoning Districts, no structure in which livestock,
excluding female poultry, is kept or confined shall be closer than fifty (50) feet to any property line and no
bedding or feed shall be stored within twenty-five (25) feet of any property line. In the Village and Residential
Zoning Districts, structures in which female poultry are kept or confined, bedding, and feed shall adhere to
minimum setbacks as established by Chapters 39 and 42 of this bylaw.

20.10.2.3 Watershed Protection. No structure in which livestock, including female poultry is kept or confined
shall be located within a watershed protection buffer established by Chapter 29 of this bylaw.

20.10.2.4 Maintenance. All premises on which livestock, including female poultry, is kept shall be maintained
so as to ensure that dust, noise, and odor generated by livestock do not have an adverse impact on adjoining
properties. This includes regular the removal of manure and other wastes, dust suppression, and insect control.



