
Memorandum 

TO:  Rick McGuire, Town Manager 
 
FROM:  Ken Belliveau, AICP, Planning Director 
 
DATE:  November 21, 2017 
 
SUBJECT: Regulation Concerning Chickens in Residential Areas 
   

There has been some recent discussion by both the Selectboard and the Planning Commission 
concerning the town’s regulations dealing with keeping of chickens.  One or more town 
residents previously had approached the Selectboard requesting such a review after their 
request for a permit for a structure to house chickens was denied.  The Selectboard requested 
that the Planning Commission discuss this issue and offer a recommendation to the Selectboard 
on how the town might address this issue going forward. 

The keeping of livestock is addressed to some extent in the town’s Unified Development Bylaw 
(WDB) in Section 20.10 excerpted on page two of this correspondence.  The focus of these 
regulations is primarily on where and under what circumstances structures for the keeping 
livestock may be built.  There is a minimum lot size of one acre for livestock structures.  In the 
town’s Residential Zoning District (RZD) and Village Zoning District (VZD) there are additional 
setback requirements of 50 feet from property lines for structures and 75 feet from property 
lines for bedding and feeding.  It would be the exception to the rule for a property in the RZD or 
VZD to meet these criteria.  It’s important to keep in mind in this discussion that agriculture 
enjoys special protections and exemptions from local regulation under Vermont state law, 
making zoning provisions a less than perfect way to address this issue. 

The planning office gathered some information on how other neighboring municipalities are 
currently dealing with this issue.  The results of this research attached to this memo.  The 
results are varied.  Some municipalities do not regulate livestock, some do, often through some 
type of municipal ordinance.  The Planning Commission reviewed this information at their 
November 7, 2017 meeting and discussed various policy options (see attached).  After some 
discussion, the Planning Commission voted 6-0 to recommend the town to amend our 
regulations to exempt female poultry from the provisions in WDB 20.10 (Option #7).  The 
Selectboard may also wish to consider the adoption of a municipal ordinance that could include 
provisions for issuing annual permits or licenses for keeping female poultry and provisions for 
fines for potential violations.  If this approach is pursued, it would require an amendment to the 
town’s development regulations (WDB) as developed by the Planning Commission for 
Selectboard approval. 



Williston’s Current Regulations Dealing with Livestock 

20.10 Livestock. For the purposes of this chapter livestock includes horses, cattle, sheep, llamas, poultry, 

and other animals, other than domestic dogs and cats, kept outdoors for the personal consumption or 
enjoyment of the residents of a residential property. The keeping of livestock on residential properties is 

not always “agriculture,” as it is exempted by WDB 4.2.1.2. 

20.10.1 Is a permit needed to keep livestock on a residential lot? No, but the keeping of livestock 
on residential premises is subject to the standards adopted in WDB 20.10.2. 

20.10.2 Are there standards for the keeping of livestock on residential lots? While no permit is 
required, the town will enforce the following standards on a complaint basis.  

20.10.2.1. Minimum Lot Size. The minimum lot size for the keeping of livestock shall be 
one acre. 

20.10.2.2 Additional Setbacks. In the Village and Residential Zoning Districts, no structure 
in which livestock is kept or confined shall be closer than fifty (50) feet to any property line. 
No bedding or feed shall be stored within seventy-five (75) feet of any property line. 

20.10.2.3 Watershed Protection. No structure in which livestock is kept or confined shall be 
located within a watershed protection buffer established by Chapter 29 of this bylaw. 

20.10.2.4 Maintenance. All premises on which livestock is kept shall be maintained so as to 
ensure that dust, noise, and odor generated by livestock do not have an adverse impact on 
adjoining properties.  This includes regular the removal of manure and other wastes, dust 
suppression, and insect control. 

 

 


