Catamount’s Trails Redesign

We thank John Atkinson and the Trails Committee efforts in presenting
proposed changes to the entire Catamount trail network. We appreciate
being included in multiple iterations, involving all manner of single track
and core network ski trails... additions, alterations and deletions. We
freely offered our opinions and suggestions regarding these changes.

We applaud the intention to harden the trail surfaces and increase
drainage, making the network more weather resilient. We know this can be
accomplished without the wholesale changes suggested.

We are concerned the overall effort to reduce certain % grades will require
re-routing, side cutting and land intensive switchbacks. In addition to
these changes, the proposed trail widening will gobble up a huge amount
of land while necessitating a significant number of tree removals. Overall,
in combination, these changes will significantly impact the users gentle
forest experience by moving it toward a theme park experience.

We are concerned the proposed changes will increase user speeds.
Higher speeds equal greater injury potential, especially for the less skilled
users. Keeping the more difficult and most difficult trails intact
automatically directs the less proficient to the easy terrain areas; well
populated with easy to navigate trails. Narrow, steep and technically
challenging single track trails are the heart of the trail runner’s, mountain
biker’s, back country skier’s and snowshoer’s experience!

We are concerned the deletion and, significant changes to, various
sections of the core network of xc ski trails are ill-advised. Several of the
re-routes will encounter significant ledge issues when constructed. The
premise being they are too steep and too difficult to groom. Our
experiences of 40 years of grooming did not find this to be the case when
proper grooming equipment and practices were in place (not so currently).
We also learned the public will self determine whether they should be
using the easiest, more difficult or most difficult trails.

We support the proposed necessary weather resilience and water quality
changes. We also support the proposed trail hardening initiative.

However, we cannot support the overall plan. We ask that our names and
reputations not be included as consultants; implying our concurrence.
Lucy and Jim McCullough; 8/14/2024




