
 
WILLISTON, VERMONT 

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 
HP 26-02 

In accordance with WDB Chapter 42, the Development Review Board, with 
recommendation of the Historic and Design Advisory Committee, approves a 

Certificate of Appropriateness with conditions:  

Property Owner:  Blair Knowles & Matt Parisi   

Tax Parcel ID:   14-104-150-000 

Address:    7997 Williston Road   

Review Area:    Village Zoning District & Register Area  

Associated Permit(s): N/A 

 

Findings of Fact:  

1. A Determination of Contributing Structure Status Letter was issued by the Zoning 
Administrator on October 7, 2025  

2. The existing stone and concrete stairs are presumed non-original material  
3. The proposed material is wood stairs with metal railing.  

 

Conditions of Approval:  

1.  Complies as proposed.  

 

___________________________________ 

Chair, Development Review Board 

Dated: December 9, 2025  

  



Historic and Design Advisory Committee (HDAC) Staff Report 

Application Stage: Certificate of Appropriateness   Submitted: November 20, 2025 

Application No: HP 26-02 Project Name: Front Porch Stair Replacement  

Property Address: 7997 Williston Road   Property Owner: Blair Knowles & Matt Parisi   

Tax Parcel #: 14-104-150-000 Existing Lot Size: 0.5-acres 

 
Project Description: This is a request to change the material of the 2 sets of front porch stairs. The existing stairs 
are stone and concrete with a metal railing. The proposed stairs are wood, also with metal railing.  

 

Staff Recommendation: Complies as proposed. The 1977 photo depicts concrete stairs. Photos provided by the 
applicant show stone affixed to the old concrete. Thus, these stairs are not the original material.   

 

Per WDB 41.10.5, the priority order for repairs, replacement, modifications are:  

1. Repair or in-kind replacement (not proposed by application)  
2. Restoration (not proposed by applicant and likely not eligible because no evidence is known at this time to 

show what it looked like prior to 1977)  
3. Replacement with a different materials or style: Proposed. This proposal complies with the priority order. 

Existing photo documentation for the Historic Sites and Structures survey is sufficient to determine that 
these stairs are not original. The applicant explains how the proposed replacement improves code 
compliance for the commercially-occupied building.  

4. Modify window and door pattern: not proposed.  
5. Remove or obscured: not proposed.  

 

 

This proposal complies with the standards for treatment of historic properties per WDB 41.10.4:  

 

41.10.4.1 Changes that create a false sense of historical development, such as adding conjectural features or replicating 
elements from other historic properties, shall not be permitted.  

41.10.4.2 Removing features that have acquired historic significance in their own right, but may not be from the original 
period of construction.  

41.10.4.3 Distinctive materials, features, finishes, and construction techniques or examples of craftsmanship that 
characterize a property shall be preserved.  

41.10.4.4 Deteriorated historic features will be repaired rather than replaced. Where the severity of deterioration 
requires replacement of a distinctive feature, the new feature will match the old in design, color, texture and, where 
possible, materials. Replacement of missing features will be substantiated by documentary and physical evidence.  

41.10.4.5 Chemical or physical treatments shall be undertaken using the gentlest means possible and treatments that 
cause damage to historic materials shall be prohibited.  

 



 

 



 


