Town of Williston
Historic and Design Advisory Committee
Minutes of January 16, 2024 at 5:30 PM
Online with Zoom and In-person at the Town Hall Annex Conference Room, 7878 Williston Road

Members present: John Marcotte (vice chair), Alex Pintair, Chelsea Levis; Absent: Emily Morton (chair),
Brian Forrest; Public: None; Staff: Emily Heymann

CALLTO ORDER
The meeting came to order at 5:30 pm.

PUBLIC FORUM
No questions or comments from the public.

PUBLIC COMMENT (ITEMS NOT ON AGENDA)
TOWN PLAN DISCUSSION
Williston 2050: Writing the new Town Plan.

e Review the following Chapters:
o Village Master Plan Sections 6 & 7
Chapter 4 Community Design

(@]
o Chapter 13 Natural and Cultural Resources
o Chapter 14 Implementation

e For each Chapter, consider these questions:

a. How do the goals/policies of this chapter make the town more livable,
resilient and equitable?

b. Are there ways in which the policies of this chapter make the town
less livable, resilient and equitable?

c. What should the town do to mitigate the unintended negative effects?

d. What has the town been successful in achieving? Where is there room
for improvement?

Emily Heymann said the feedback of the HDAC will be forwarded on the Planning Commission
task forces and incorporated where applicable into the goals and actions of the new town plan.

John Marcotte mentioned the sidewalk gap and steep slope between U-Haul and SD Ireland. For
example, had this sidewalk connection not been developer driven on a per-parcel basis the
grade could have been addressed differently.

The HDAC primarily discussed the Village Master Plan. The Central School creates traffic back up
on Williston Road. At most times of day, this intersection is not an issue, except for pick up and
drop off times. Intersection changes, such as turning lanes, would be a physical change to
address this issue but complex and expensive. Other solutions are more community-based. For
example, if the school district had a policy about alternative drop off locations and prohibited
parent/guardian vehicles in the loop during peak hours.


https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Williston_Village_Master_Plan_Approved_November_5_2018(4).pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Chapter_4_-_Community_Design.pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Chapter_13_-_Natural_and_Cultural_Resources.pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Chapter_14_-_Implementation_Realizing_Willistons_Vision.pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Chapter_14_-_Implementation_Realizing_Willistons_Vision.pdf

The sidewalks in the Village are in bad and increasingly worsened condition. This is a challenge
for young familiar and seniors, particular the Whitney Hill community. Emily Heymann clarified
that while Route 2 is a state highway, the sidewalks are maintained by the Town.

The HDAC discussed a desire for food trucks and events in the village. Emily Heymann explained
that food trucks in Town road right-of-way or on town property would require a policy or
ordinance adopted by the Selectboard. The HDAC said the next Town Plan should consider ways
to reduce barriers for unique events and food trucks where today policy is prohibitive.

The HDAC discussed a need for shaded spaces, benches, and pavilions to expand the
functionality of outdoor spaces in inclement weather (heat, rain, etc.)

ADJOURN
The meeting adjourned at 6:40 pm.



