
Town of Williston 
Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee 

Minutes 
September 1, 2020 at 5:30 PM 

Zoom Meeting ID 929-737-500 | www.zoom.us/join or 1-646-558-8656 
 
Members present: John Marcotte, Chelsea Levis, Karen Fragnoli-Munn; Absent: Doug Goulette (chair), Emily 
Morton, Brian Forrest, Jim Thornton; Public: none; Staff: Emily Heymann  
 
The meeting came to order at 5:35 PM.  

Certificates of Appropriateness - none 

Design Review - none 

Referrals from the Zoning Administrator - none 

Form-Based Code Update  

• Memo to Selectboard 
• Extensive guide to form-based codes 
• Request for Proposals (currently pending) 

Emily Heymann gave an update of the FBC project. The Request for Proposals (RFP) closes on 
Friday. With the help of CCRPC, the regional planning commission, staff will pick a consultant 
to help with the public input process and bylaw writing process. The HAAC will be plugged into 
the project at various phases, both to help spread the word and solicit comment, as well as 
participate in the development of the Growth Center’s design standards.  

Emily Heymann clarified the difference between the Village bylaw revision project and the 
Growth Center Form-Based Code, noting the different geographic areas on the map.  

Chapter 42 Proposed Revisions September 1, 2020  

• Standards for Solar, Mechanical and Utilities (separate document)  
• Updates to Permitting Process and Requirements (in Chapter 42 revisions)  
• Standards that apply to the conversion of an existing single-household dwelling to a multi-

household dwelling or mixed-use building (in Chapter 42 revisions)  

The HAAC members did not have comments or questions about the mechanical and utilities 
memos, the consensus was the standard seems reasonable as proposed. The HAAC discussed the 
standards for converting a single-family dwelling to multiple. There seemed to be consensus on 
the intent of the standard, but 350 SF felt small. They suggested 500 SF. John Marcotte raised the 
concern about the maintenance and condition of owner-occupied vs. rented properties, noting that 
multi-unit properties tend to be in disrepair or cluttered, like Maple Tree Place Housing. Emily 
Heymann said the bylaw revision for personal storage space and sufficient outdoor gathering 
space (porches, yard, etc.) should give people the space they need to socialize, gather, and 
properly store their belongings.  

Notices from Other Municipalities and Agencies  

• Debrief if anyone attended- Free Webinar: Housing Committees as a Tool to Meet Local 
Housing Needs 

Emily Heymann gave an overview of the webinar and the zoning guide.  

http://www.zoom.us/join
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Form_Based_Code_(Boulanger_Memo).pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Form_Based_Code_(Community_Guide).pdf
http://www.vermontbusinessregistry.com/bidAttachments/45596/Williston%20FBC%20RFP%2020200727.pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Chapter_42_Proposed_Revisions_September_1_2020.docx
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Chapter_42_Proposed_Revisions_September_1_2020.docx
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Standards_for_Solar_Mechanical_and_Utilities.pdf
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1378088700575288587
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/1378088700575288587


Chelsea Levis asked, if the intent is to provide “missing middle housing” then should short-term 
rentals like AirBnb be regulated. Emily Heymann clarified that the town does not regulate short 
or long-term rentals at this time. A traditional B&B or Inn requires a discretionary permit. The 
Fire Department has expressed interest in the past on taking over building code or fire marshall 
duty, or at least establishing a town-level rental inspection program. Emily Heymann explained 
that the rental program would be a separate ordinance from the zoning bylaw, enforced through 
different state statute authority and involve a different enforcement process than zoning.  

Next Meeting  

• September 15, 2020 

 
Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 6:46 PM.  
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