
Town of Williston 
Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee 

Minutes 
September 15, 2020 at 5:30 PM 

Zoom Meeting ID 929-737-500 | www.zoom.us/join or 1-646-558-8656 
 
Members present: Doug Goulette (chair), Emily Morton, John Marcotte, Chelsea Levis, Jim Thornton; Absent: 
Brian Forrest, Karen Fragnoli-Munn; Public: Alex Pintair, Abby Dery; Staff: Emily Heymann, Matt Boulanger  
 
The meeting came to order at 5:32 PM.  

Certificates of Appropriateness / Referrals from the Zoning Administrator  

• AP 21-0063 HP 16-03 Amendment #1: Alex Pintair requests an administrative permit to amend 
the active permit to add skylights, add basement windows including egress windows, and choose 
any window brand that complies with approved window type at 7999 and 8001 Williston Road 
located in the Village Zoning District with access through the National Register Historic 
District. The permitted duplex is currently under construction. See also DP 15-06.  

o AP_21-0063_Staff_Report   
o ZA_Opinion_Pintair_Amendments_2020_09_11   
o AP_21-0063_Unapproved_Redacted_Version   

Representing the application: Alex Pintair, property owner  

Emily Heymann gave an overview of the permit application request and review process. Doug 
Goulette asked about the egress windows. The egress window well is shaped like a half circle and 
extends a few feet from the foundation and the lip sticks up a few inches above the ground.  John 
Marcotte noted that it will essentially be invisible from public view. Alex Pintair explained that their 
exclusion was an oversight of the architect, adding them during construction gives future 
homeowners the option to finish the basement.  

The HAAC discussed the skylights and the 2 options prepared by staff. Emily Heymann presented 
photos she took that day from Slate Barn Drive. The photo show that the wall are up, and the roof 
framing will be up soon. Alex Pintair explained that the north-facing dormer may block the view of 
the easternmost skylight, but it won’t be known until the framing is complete. Alex Pintair said they 
would be okay with one skylight if the other is not in compliance with the bylaw. Alex Pintair said 
the framing will take approximately 2-3 more weeks to complete. The HAAC agreed that it is 
difficult to determine if one or both skylights will be visible from the public way until the framing is 
complete.  

Jim Thornton asked about radon testing. Emily Heyman said radon testing is not a requirement of 
zoning. Alex Pintair explained that radon ventilation tubes were installed under the slab.  

The HAAC made the following recommendations. The DRB will consider these recommendations on 
September 22, 2020:  

• Egress windows comply as proposed  
• The Zoning Administrator shall make the decision on skylights when the framing (roof and 

walls) is complete  

Design Review  

• DP 20-24 3JT, LLC (c/o Jeffrey Mongeon) request pre-application review to reconfigure access 
and construct a ±7,600 SF 2-story building commercial building between the existing building 
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and road at 2300 St George Road in the Taft Corners Zoning District (TCZD). DRB on October 
13, 2020.  

o Review the Design Review Report  
o Review the project narrative, photos, and site plans 

  Representing the application: Abby Dery, Trudell Consulting Engineers  
 

Emily Heymann gave an overview of the project. Abby Dery provided further clarification. The new 
building will have 2 tenant spaces: one for the bank and another for a restaurant. She explained that 
the building will be the same design as the one they designed for Lot 30 (62 Merchants Row), expect 
for the single story ends where Panera and Aspen Dental are located.  
 
Emily Morton asked about the patio and urban park, noting that DLC fencing can be in conflict with 
the requirements for a public park space. The HAAC discussed the option of the urban park on the 
southern end closer to the bank.  

 
The HAAC asked about the curb cut and VTrans right-of-way. Abby Dery explained that the curb cut 
will be determined before they file a discretionary permit. Emily Heymann reminded the HAAC that 
access falls outside the jurisdiction of design review but is an important consideration in site 
planning.  

 
 The recommendations from their transmittal are excerpted below:  

• The HAAC recommends changes to materials, window shapes, cladding and/or color to 
defernite from the similar building located at 62 Merchants Row.  

• Landscaping and seating walls should be used to buffer the urban park from the vehicle traffic 
on Route 2A, while not completely severing its relationship to the multi-use path.  

• DP must include elevations for all facades, and all façade must use the same materials  
• Provide material samples at discretionary permit 
• The outdoor park shall have a connection to the primary entrance facing St George Road 
• Provide sideview elevations or 3D schematic of entry canopies  
• The HAAC recommends relocating the dumpster pad within the loading area to shorten the 

distance from the new building to the dumpsters for staff.  
• Show roof drains in DP plans  
• Renderings and elevations shall depict rooftop mechanical and screening 
• New outdoor lighting does not need to match existing lighting fixtures in parking lot or existing 

buildings, where minimally visible from Route 2A 
• Any fencing proposed for the outdoor dining area should be compatible with the fence at 

Northfield Saving Bank.  
• 41.5.3.9 (Taft Corners 5 of 9): Consider placing the urban park to south of the main entrance 

facing St George Road, especially if the proposed plaza is for restaurant seating only.  
 
 Bylaw - Growth Center Form-Based Code  
(review technical proposals, discuss, and prepare to provide comments to staff) 

• Behan   
• Codametrics 
• Code Studio 

• CREA 
• Ferrell 
• Principle 

• STS Consulting 
• TPUDC 
• VHB 

Emily Heymann gave an overview of the FBC process. CCRPC in consultation with staff will make a 
decision end of September or first week of October. The HAAC members expressed the desire for the 
consultant to have a strong understanding of New England communities and the ability to visit the 
town. They also were interested to know more about how the consultant plans to build public trust 
and run an effective engagement process with COVID restrictions in mind. Emily Heymann said she 
will pass this input along to Matt Boulanger, Planner Director as the staff finalize the decision with 
CCRPC.   
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Referrals from the Zoning Administrator - none 

Notices from Other Municipalities and Agencies – none  

Next Meeting  

• October 6, 2020 (3 weeks) 

Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 5:48 PM.  
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