
Town of Williston 
Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee 

Minutes 
October 20, 2020 at 5:30 PM 

Zoom Meeting ID 929-737-500 | www.zoom.us/join or 1-646-558-8656 
 
Members present: Emily Morton, Chelsea Levis, Jim Thornton, Karen Fragnoli-Munn; Absent: Doug Goulette 
(chair), Brian Forrest, John Marcotte; Public: Arthur Hawgood; Staff: Emily Heymann  
 
The meeting came to order at 5:33 PM.  

Design Review – none  

Certificates of Appropriateness – none 

Referrals from the Zoning Administrator  

• Review Privacy Fence permit application, 1448 Mountain View Road 

Representing the application: Arthur Hawgood  

Emily Heymann explained the bylaw requirements and permit request. Staff recommends 
approval. Arthur explained that the fence location might change depending on the HOA/neighbor 
decision. The HAAC had no comments on the color or material and fines the various locations 
acceptable.  

This item concluded at 5:39 pm.  

Notices from Other Municipalities and Agencies – none  

Debrief Walking Tour – Visioning Gentle Infill  

• 2019 Village Density Quiz (Note: this predates Ridgeline Real Estate mixed-use conversion)  
• Walking Tour Guide  

Materials from the Walk:  

• Homes we Need vs What we Have (conference presentation; click on yellow sticky note in 
top left corner for presenter talking points)  

• Enabling Better Places (read pages 32, 37-39; optional pages: 45-50)  
• Shelburne Design Guidelines (read pages 16-17, 19-29)  
• Equal Treatment of Housing Chart 
• Case Study 1: 7690 Williston Road, Williston  
• Case Study 2: Lily Lane, South Burlington  

The group reflected on the walking tour (particularly how nice to was to meet in-person, albeit 
distanced and with masks). It was noted how much potential there could be in the village for more 
businesses, housing within the existing fabric.  

Optional: Watch “The Dirty Dozen: Zoning Standards that Need to Go” (45-minute video)  
1. Parking Requirements  
2. Suburban lot standards 
3. Single-Family Zoning  
4. ADU Hoops  

5. Counting pillows (regulate actual 
health and safety instead)  

6. Not Respecting Existing Conditions 
7. Highways as city streets 
8. Special permission 

http://www.zoom.us/join
https://willistonvt.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Village_Density_Quiz(1).pdf
https://willistonvt.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Williston_HAAC_Walking_Tour_Guide.pdf
https://accd.vermont.gov/sites/accdnew/files/documents/CD/CPR/OpeningWorkshopWeek_191104.pdf
https://accd.vermont.gov/sites/accdnew/files/documents/CD/CPR/CPR-Z4GN-Guide-Final-web.pdf
https://www.shelburnevt.org/DocumentCenter/View/2013/Design-Review-Guidelines-
https://accd.vermont.gov/sites/accdnew/files/documents/CD/CPR/4412%20Equitable%20Hsing%20Chart.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tw7Bc8UxdNA&list=PL0WOjeUzig4QlCrTBwKrK6M_349id3cmQ&index=3


9. Complicated path to compliance  
10. Mismatched building scale  

11. Complicated design standards 
12. Stormwater management  

 
• This presentation is from the 2020 NNECAPA Conference.  

 
Emily Heymann gave a brief overview of the concepts from the presentation. Jim Thornton and 
Emily Morton noted how the compare to similar topics from the conference they attended a year 
ago. Emily Morton mentioned the “Power of 10” concept. https://www.pps.org/article/the-power-
of-10 From the website, “The idea behind this concept is that places thrive when users have a 
range of reasons (10+) to be there. These might include a place to sit, playgrounds to enjoy, art to 
touch, music to hear, food to eat, history to experience, and people to meet. Ideally, some of these 
activities will be unique to that particular place, reflecting the culture and history of the 
surrounding community. Local residents who use this space most regularly will be the best source 
of ideas for which uses will work best.”  

Village Bylaw Update  
 

• Draft Chapter 42 – Minor Changes  

The group discussed the need for fact sheets or other hand outs about school capacity, traffic, etc. to 
address the common questions and concerns that will emerge when a bylaw amendment is proposed. 
Emily Heymann explained the Planner’s Corners will be going through some of the topics over the next 
few months as a lead-up to the Growth Center Form-based Code project.  
 
Chelsea Levis noted that the draft still references a minimum unit size of 300 SF, when the HAAC 
discussed 500 SF as more acceptable. The group discussed how floor plan & layout can have more an 
impact on functional living space than a hard and fast floor area limitation.  
 
The group discussed traffic in the village, primarily as it relates to unorganized school drop offs. Vehicles 
turning into the school to drop off queue line causes back ups on Williston Road. The group discussed 
alternatives such as bussing schedule, alternative drop off routes to help reduce the congestion at the 
school intersection. Emily Heymann explained that staff generally, traffic on Route 2, 2A and Mountain 
View Road/North Williston Road is regional, where people pass through the town on the trip. Staff can 
look into the traffic counts for the village to support this general understanding.  

Upcoming Schedule  

• November 3 – No meeting! Election Day  
• November 17 – Next Meeting  

Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 6:51 PM.  

https://www.pps.org/article/the-power-of-10
https://www.pps.org/article/the-power-of-10
https://willistonvt.govoffice3.com/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Chapter_42_Proposed_Revisions_October_20_2020.pdf
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