
Town of Williston 
Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee 

Minutes of November 2, 2021, at 5:30 PM 
Hybrid Meeting Locations: Annex Conference Room, 7878 Williston Road or  

Zoom Meeting ID 929-737-500 | www.zoom.us/join or 1-646-558-8656 
 

Members present: John Marcotte (vice chair), Chelsea Levis, Brian Forrest; Absent: Emily Morton 
(chair), Karen Fragnoli-Munn, Alex Pintair; Public: Andy Rowe, Chris Snyder, Carolyn Orben, Jeffrey 
Hodgson, Israel Smith; Staff: Emily Heymann 
 
The meeting came to order at 5:32 PM.  

Public Forum 

No comments from the public.  

Design Review  

• DP 09-01.23 The Snyder FC Commercial Properties LLC and Rieley Properties LLC requests a 
discretionary permit to construct building H (restaurant) and the urban park at Holland Lane 
and Market Street in Finney Crossing in the Taft Corners Zoning District (TCZD).  

DP_09-01.23_Design_Review_Staff_Report_Nov_2_2021.pdf   
DP_09-01.23_Project_Narrative.pdf   
DP_09-01.23_Site_Plans_Elevations_and_Materials.pdf   
DP_09-01.23_Parking_and_Traffic_Studies.pdf   
DP_09-01.23_Supporting_Documents.pdf  (including 2005 & 2021 open space comparison)  
DP_09-01.23_Building_Elevations_and_Roof_Plan_Resubmitted_October_26_2021.pdf   
DP_09-01.23_Landscape_Plans_Resubmitted_October_26_2021.pdf   
DP_09-01.23_Memo_Re._Design_Changes_Submitted_October_26_2021.pdf     

Representing the application: Andy Rowe (engineer), Chris Snyder (owner/applicant), Carolyn 
Orben (landscape architect), Jeffrey Hodgson (landscape architect), Israel Smith (building 
architect)   

Emily Heymann gave an overview of the pre-application recommendations, the changes made in 
response particularly noting the urban park design elements and the rooftop mechanical.  

Chris Snyder gave an overview of the changes based on HAAC and staff feedback. The concrete 
spheres and landform seating area are naturalized places to sit and play in addition to the 
benches and picnic tables. This will be a gathering spot for customers, residents, and visitors to 
Finney Crossing.  

Overall, there was general consensus from the HAAC on the design. They discussed the location 
and placement of the spheres and liability for children playing. Jeffrey confirmed that these 
spheres are low to ground, now more than 30” and were used in Middlebury.  

A water feature of foundation was discussed. The applicant did not provide a water feature. 
Emily Heymann said a drinking fountain is something beyond the scope of zoning.  

The HAAC recommended an additional picnic table and moving the concrete spheres to the 
lawn area. The HAAC discussed the programming along the Curtis Lane pedestrian path. It is 
located between the hotel and the service-side of the restaurant. Brian Forrest wanted 
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additional benches, but John and Chelsea agreed with the applicant that the intent is to get 
people to move through this area and the destination is the park. The group discussed the hotel. 
It has two patio areas but they are private for hotel guests only.  

Israel Smith gave an overview of the architectural design and materials. Very little has changed 
since pre-application. He explained how the mechanical location and dropping the ceiling will 
screen the mechanical with the parapet- no need for a screening fencing sticking out above the 
parapet. Inside the shed slope will be exposed wooden and metal beams.  

The HAAC recommendations: 

• Stonedust paving area: Add 1-2 more picnic tables and relocate the concrete spheres to 
the lawn area. 

• Consider colorful concrete spheres. Spheres clusters should be spaced with child’s play 
safety in mind. 

• Add 1-2 benches on the SE corner of the park facing into the park. 

Village Bylaw  

• Contributing Structure Determination (to replace a contributing structure list)  

Determination_on_Contributing_Structure_Status.pdf   

Emily Heymann gave an overview. This will be added into the draft bylaw amendment. The draft 
bylaw will not include a contributing structure list. The HAAC feedback was a list would be onerous 
to create and controversial to get adopted. This process will give people certainty before designing a 
project. The HAAC asked if other communities do something similar. The group discussed additions 
and accessory structures – the precedent has been to preserve the primary and most historic 
structure (usually the main house) and allow more flexibility with garages, sheds, and additions. 
There needs to be more clarity on what the determination letter says – it should account for each 
building on the property.  

Notices from Other Municipalities and Agencies – N/A 

The meeting adjourned at 6:58 pm.  
 
For more information go to town.williston.vt.us and select “Public Records and Documents,” then 
“Agendas and Minutes,” and this committee and meeting date.  
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