
Town of Williston 
Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee 

Minutes of August 1, 2023, at 5:30 PM 
Online with Zoom and In-person at the Town Hall Annex Conference Room, 7878 Williston Road 

 
Members present: Emily Morton (chair), John Marcotte (vice chair); Absent: Alex Pintair, Brian Forrest, 
Chelsea Levis; Public: Steve Price, Dave Yandell, Jack Price; Staff: Emily Heymann 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting came to order at 6:02 pm.  

PUBLIC FORUM  
No questions or comments from the public.  

CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS  

• none 

DESIGN REVIEW  

• none 

OTHER BUSINESS - OLD BRICK CHURCH VERIZON LEASE 

Emily Heymann gave an overview. No permit applications have been submitted. The Selectboard, acting 
as landowner of the Old Brick Church (OBC), is considering a lease agreement with Verizon to locate a 
cellular communications repeater antennae in the steeple of OBC. An addition would be constructed to 
the rear of the OBC to house its mechanical equipment. Verizon originally approached the Town in 2018. 
At that time the lease payment to town would’ve been $24,000 per year. The current lease price would 
be negotiated through this process. Emily noted that the Capital Budget includes $280,000 for a fire 
suppression system in the OBC, though construction timing is unclear.  
 
Emily Morton asked about earmarking the lease revenue for OBC maintenance or create a village 
historic preservation fund. Emily H said that would be a budgetary decision of the Selectboard, though 
typically they shy away from earkmarking revenue streams for a particular fund.  
 
John Marcotte said he visited the Verizon site at the Martel Farm. The accessory structure there is about 
8x20 in size and the A/C units are noisy. Not enough to be a nuisance per se, but will change the 
experience at the rear entrance and possibly the abutting properties. Emily Heymann noted that the 
nearest house at 7786 Willison Road is about 130-140’ away from the proposed generator site.  
 
Steve Price, representing the Historical Society, said he has fielded many questions and comments from 
WHS members. In general, more information is needed about the work proposed and its impact to the 
visual and structural integrity of Williston’s most prized historic building.  
 
The group discussed the generator. Cell service equipment needs to have back up power. Generators 
run regularly to ensure optimal functioning. The proposed plans show a cam lock port for the generator, 
but not the generator itself. The location on site plan would possibly be visible from Williston Road. 



Battery power walls were discussed, though there are concerns for fire risk. Someone explained that 
power walls were installed in basement of the State Capital, but they were immediately removed due to 
safety concerns for the historic state house.  
 
Emily Heymann clarified that since the OBC is a public building, it is subject to the state Fire Code to 
ensure electrical and fire safety.  
 
Dave Yandell spoke in opposition to the project. The OBC is Williston’s oldest and must prized public 
building. Many citizens worked tirelessly to pursue funding and restore the structure. It is used for many 
important events -weddings and memorial services. Extreme care and caution must be taken when 
designing and installing such equipment. Imagine your wedding getting interrupted by a generator 
running its test cycle. Or the basement feeling like a submarine with additional wiring. He likened it to 
an art museum. Art museums have large, wide open rooms but it is not appropriate to park a vehicle 
there. It disturbs the experience of museum patrons. In the same way, the experience of the Old Brick 
Church and its longstanding history should not be compromised for short-sided needs.  
 
Emily Heymann said the HAAC’s official role is to provide comment on permit applications. They can, as 
a body appointed by the Selectboard, act in an unofficial role to provide comment to the Selectboard to 
guide their decision around the lease. Since only two members were present, Emily will present a draft 
memo at an upcoming meeting.  
 
Based on discussion from the HAAC and public, the following questions were left unanswered:  

- What is the set up like at the Federated Church? Which provider? Why is this one needed a 
quarter mile away?  

- Does the proposal limit the functions of the building?  
- Were other locations considered? Why or why not? Why is the OBC chosen and not the Town 

Hall tower?  
- Will all costs be covered by Verizon? What is the length of the contract? Who would be 

responsible for removal?  
- Can other carriers be allowed to use the facility as well?  
- What are the detailed plans? How big are the electrical and fiber cables? How will they be 

mounted? What will be visible on the interior and exterior of OBC?  
- Can another backup power source be considered? If powerwalls, can they be separated from 

OBC to reduce fire risk? 
- Can Verizon be required to bear cost and/or installation of the fire suppression system before 

the antennae are installed?  
- If the Town were to pursue upgrades to the existing rear addition, particularly ADA accessibility, 

does the proposed Verizon addition limit the Town’s options?  
 
ADJOURN  

The meeting adjourned at 6:55 pm.  


