
Town of Williston 
Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee 

Minutes 
April 7, 2020 at 5:30 PM 

Zoom Meeting ID 929-737-500 | www.zoom.us/join or 1-646-558-8656 
 
Members present: Doug Goulette (chair), Jim Thornton, John Marcotte, Brian Forrest, Emily Morton; Absent: 
Karen Fragnoli-Munn; Public: Andy Rowe and Chris Snyder; Staff: Emily Heymann  
 
The meeting came to order at 5:35 PM.  

COVID-19 Updates 

a.  Open Meeting Law 
b. Town Services, Request/Offer Assistance, etc.  

 
Emily Heymann gave a brief overview of changes due to COVID-19. Statute has always allowed 
for remote participation by board members (video or telephone conference call, not email), but 
this is the first time the town has utilized it for the boards and public. A physical meeting space 
is no longer required. Links on the main page of the town website, town.williton.vt.us, have 
information on the changes to town services, as well as a portal to request or provide assistance 
if COVID-19 has impacted your ability to conduct necessary errands.   

Design Review  

• DP 09-01.18 The Snyder FC Commercial Properties, LLC and Rieley Properties, LLC request 
a discretionary permit to amend Building A3 to include two (2) additional studio/one-bedroom 
dwelling units, a larger trash & recycling building, and public art at 664 Zephyr Road, Finney 
Crossing in the Taft Corners Zoning District (TCZD). Click here for narrative, photos, and site 
plan.  

Representing the application: Chris Snyder of Snyder Finney Crossing LLC and Andy Rowe of 
Lamoureux and Dickinson  

Doug Goulette was not present for this agenda item.  

Emily Heymann gave a brief overview of the project. She explained that because this is an 
amendment to an approved permit, the DRB only has jurisdiction over that which is changing. Chris 
Snyder explained that compost collection was not mandatory when the building was originally 
permitted and the addition is to accommodate compost collection. Brian Forrest said the edge of 
venting window should align with the door (elevation 04 compost side). Chris explained that the 3” 
opening at the bottom is for washing out the interior of the building.  

John Marcotte said he went by the site and the roofline of the structure (currently under construction) 
is different than the plans before the committee tonight. Emily Heymann said if the structure is 
different from the plans, the applicant should continue and submittal revised plans. Chris Snyder said 
he will follow up with Planning staff.   

The committee discussed the public art. Jim Thornton asked if the metal panels could wrap around on 
the Zephyr Road side.  Chris explained that with the grade change and landscaping areas, the concrete 
foundation will be less prominent on that side. The group discussed the safety of metal panels along a 
sidewalk. Chris explained that there will be a small offset from the wall (less than 2 inches). Chris 
explained that the panels are about 4-ft and will have about 2-ft above and below them.  

The HAAC recommendations as excerpted from their transmittal:  
- The HAAC agrees that the metal elements are art and not signage.  

http://www.zoom.us/join
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/DP_09-01.18_Building_A3_Website.pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/DP_09-01.18_Building_A3_Website.pdf


- On 04 the Compost/East Side elevation: The edge of the venting window above the personnel 
door should align with the edge of the door.  

- The applicant shall minimize the amount of concrete visible along Zephyr Road with landscaping  
- HAAC recommends the edges and corners be ground to remove hard edges.  

Referrals from the Zoning Administrator - none 

Certificates of Appropriateness – none  

Notices from Other Municipalities and Agencies - none 

Revising Chapter 42  

• Proposal: Signage  
• Proposal: Landscaping & Screening 
• Proposal: Standards for Personal Storage Space  
• Proposal: Material Replacement Standards  

Doug Goulette joined the meeting. Emily Heymann gave an overview of March 3rd discussion.  
 
The committee discussed window replacement standards. They noted the challenges of requiring a 
historic preservationist, both the cost for an applicant to retain a preservationist and the technology and 
skills necessary to repair or restore historic materials. Original windows and doors were made of longer 
lasting, higher quality wood. However, they are now 100-150 years old and served their reasonable life 
span. The group generally agreed that modern replacements are okay so long as they are very similar in 
size, scale, and look. The group briefly discussed different standards for street-facing facades than side or 
rear facades. If the intent is to preserve the overall character of the village, then more prominent windows, 
doors, other features should be held to a different standard than parts of the structure that are not visible. 
Emily Heymann also mentioned the option to require repair/restoration of one window. For example, if 
the windows are historic and representative of its time period or unique construction methods, then the 
property owner should restore the best example and replace the others.  
 
The committee discussed the replacement of other architectural features that are “distinct and unique” to 
the component or construction style. They asked about the option for a town fund. Emily Heymann said 
ultimately it would be a Selectboard decision, but the HAAC could recommend it in their bylaw 
transmittal to the Planning Commission and Selectboard. The Selectboard would need to decide how 
much would be budgeted to the fund and the revenue source. The HAAC could recommend a process for 
distributing the funds, for example, reviewing and approving applications. The Finance Department 
would be involved in the distribution of funds. The HAAC was generally supportive of more restrictive 
architectural design standards for historic structures if there was a funding mechanism to help property 
owners. The committee generally did not want to require the restoration of features that had been lost over 
time. For example, if a unique gothic frieze board was removed (as part of a permitted activity), the 
property owner should not be required to reinstall it when they come in for a permit to replace the roof or 
siding. They committee felt this standard was trying to go backwards in time.  
 
The committee discussed the personal storage standard. Emily Heymann explained that the town cannot 
regulate what is stored in the sheds, but ultimately the intent is to give tenants or condo-owners their own 
place to store personal items that is not the driveway or front porch. They generally agreed that a small 
addition to the rear of a primary structure or underneath stairs was acceptable where it was hidden from 
public view, but did not want to see sheds in the rear of properties visible from the public road. The 
committee said the standard might be hard for smaller parcels to achieve. Emily Heymann explained that 
the standard will be most applicable when an existing single-family dwelling unit is converted to multiple 
units, or a new multi-family structure is proposed. Brian Forrest said the standards is instrumental for 
tenants.  
 
Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM.  

https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/Memo_re_signage.pdf
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