
Town of Williston 
Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee 

Minutes of April 4, 2023, at 5:30 PM 
Online with Zoom and In-person at the Town Hall Annex Conference Room, 7878 Williston Road 

 
Members present: Emily Morton (chair), John Marcotte (vice chair), Karen Fragnoli-Munn, Alex Pintair, 
Brian Forrest, Chelsea Levis; Absent: none; Public: Dar Gibson, Bob MEtz; Staff: Emily Heymann 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
The meeting came to order at 5:32 pm.  

PUBLIC FORUM  
No questions or comments from the public.  

Interview: Community Center Scoping Study  (view project website here)  

 Bob Metz from the Steering Committee will conduct the interview.  
 HAAC Statement on Library/Community Center from October 2022 

Bob introduced himself. He is also chair of the Recreation Committee. What do people want. His role is 
to find out in a general sense what people use currently and what people want. Take all the data, as 
many as interviewed. Come up with a list of priorities based on the results. He reviewed the HAAC 
memo from October and their concerns from committee about the Village Green. The architect could do 
a 2-story addition to minimize impact of the library. The general feedback thus far has been people do 
not want anything that would disrupt or encroach on the Village Green.  

1. Town facilities that you or your family members currently use. Casting a wide net. Community 
parks, country parks, etc.  

John does value the Town Green for Fourth of July. 6-7 different hot take ideas. Trying not to 
encroach onto the green. Alex- goes to Shelburne for different clubs or activities. Chelsea has 
kids in the Allen Brook school. Go to the library all the time. No study or work rooms at library 
for adults. Bike path and Allen Brook nature trail. Clean bathrooms are important. Haven’t 
utilized the fields, but the disc golf course is nice. The question lends itself to the problem. The 
town doesn’t have the facilities. Two aspects to the study. The community center is not going in 
the green. The library portion has three options to consider. An addition where it is now, a new 
build elsewhere or a library branch/second location. Community or recreation center wise 
would not fit at the Village library location. Brian – listen to the librarians and their needs. It is 
not that big of a facility. 

Chelsea – summer programming. Her kid’s and friends enjoy the camps and summer programs. 
More space for those to expand. We enjoy the Very Merry theater. The more resources the 
library has to check out podcast equipment or musical instrument. Museum passes. More 
resources for the community in this expansion.  

John – the need for parking. The parking would depend on where the architects would need. 12-
15 spaces. Expand library going to need to expand the parking. No parking encumbering the 

https://www.town.williston.vt.us/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7b7412BEB5-5847-4DE2-B310-A06E43479AC0%7d
https://www.willistoncommunity.com/survey
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/HAAC_Statement_Community_Center_Scoping_Study_October_4_2022(2).pdf


green. There will be different concepts. The Allen Brook master plan provided a mock up of 
different options to solicit community input.  

Bob summarized the feedback. In general, there isn’t any space today to offer programming 
without competing with other interests.   

2. What kinds of gathering spaces would you like to see. John – pickleball courts are extremely 
popular. Maker spaces for kids. Karen – meeting space for clubs, girl scouts, other activities.  

We pay the schools $45,000/year. Cost savings to own your facility. Indoor turf or indoor similar 
could generate revenue. Allen Brook has a lot of space in general. Having community center in 
that place in general.  

The R.E.C zone recently opened. It is new, bare bones but if successful could be renovated or 
specialized in the future. Not ready for birthday parties but community meeting space is there.  

Chelsea- better passes. In MA through the minuteman library system. An online system to 
reserve things ahead of time would be utilized more.  

John – state police barracks. It is probably an expensive piece of property.  

Certificate of Appropriateness  

• HP 23-02 Tanner Ormsby requests a Certificate of Appropriateness to replace the sign panel at 
Williston Village Inn, located at 25 Slate Barn Drive in the National Register Historic District of 
the Village Zoning District (VZD). 

o Staff Report 
o Application 

  Applicant: None present.  

Emily H explained the request. John asked is the material would be shiny or reflective. The HAAC 
recommended the COA as drafted by staff with the condition the material be matte/non-
reflective.  

• HP 23-03 Dar Gibson requests a Certificate of Appropriateness to construct a detached 2-story 
structure with an accessory dwelling unit (ADU) at 16 Old Stage Road in the Additional Review 
Area of the Village Zoning District.  

o Staff Report 
o Application 

  Applicant: Dar Gibson  

Emily H explained the request and its compliance with the design guidelines. The HAAC found 
the design overall to be acceptable. They confirmed that the Marvin windows would be a 
fiberglass exterior with wood interior. Dar said the brand may change as the project progresses, 
but the style and material with exterior muntins would stay consistent.  

 

https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/HP_23-02_25_Slate_Barn_Drive_STAFF_REPORT.pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/HP_23-02_COA_Application_25_Slate_Barn_Drive.pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/HP_23-03_16_Old_Stage_Road_STAFF_REPORT.pdf
https://www.town.williston.vt.us/vertical/Sites/%7BF506B13C-605B-4878-8062-87E5927E49F0%7D/uploads/HP_23-03_COA_Application_16_Old_Stage_Road.pdf


Brian Forrest noted the windows on the house has a taller, tilted top linted shape. Brian 
suggested that the barn emulate this with a taller lintel than side casings.  

John Marcotte noted that is common for accessory structures and barns to have less detail than 
a may house. This was added as a recommendation for consideration.  

The group discussed access. Emily explained that will be handled as a discretionary permit by 
the DRB and access is not subject to design review like a building or materials.  

Upcoming Events  

• Town Fair on Green Up Day, May 6, 2023   

Emily explained the event. The HAAC is interested in participating in a green up activity the 
preceding week. Last year we cleaned up along Route 2A near Lenny’s.  

 
Adjourn  

The meeting adjourned at 6:30 pm.  


