Town of Williston

Historic and Architectural Advisory Committee
Minutes
April 21, 2020 at 5:30 PM
Zoom Meeting ID 929-737-500 | www.zoom.us/join or 1-646-558-8656

Members present: Doug Goulette (chair), Jim Thornton, John Marcotte, Brian Forrest, Emily Morton, Karen
Fragnoli-Munn; Absent: none; Public: Andy Rowe and Chris Snyder; Staff: Emily Heymann

The meeting came to order at 5:30 PM.
Design Review

e DP 09-01.18 The Snyder FC Commercial Properties, LL.C and Rieley Properties, LL.C request
a discretionary permit to amend Building A3 to include two (2) additional studio/one-bedroom
dwelling units, a larger trash & recycling building, and public art at 664 Zephyr Road, Finney
Crossing in the Taft Corners Zoning District (TCZD). Click here for narrative, photos, and site

plan.

Representing the application: Chris Snyder of Snyder Finney Crossing LLC and Andy Rowe of
Lamoureux and Dickinson

Doug Goulette did not participate in this portion of the meeting because he works for Lamoureux and
Dickinson.

Emily Heymann explained that a revised elevation with the correct roofline was submitted. Brian
Forrest asked about materials. Chris Snyder explained that concrete and hardy plank would be used -
similar to the solid waste building associated with building A1.

The committee did not add or revised their recommendations from April 7, 2020. This item concluded
around 5:40 PM.

The HAAC recommendations as excerpted from their April 7, 2020 transmittal:

- The HAAC agrees that the metal elements are art and not signage.

- On 04 the Compost/East Side elevation: The edge of the venting window above the personnel
door should align with the edge of the door.

- The applicant shall minimize the amount of concrete visible along Zephyr Road with landscaping

- HAAC recommends the edges and corners be ground to remove hard edges.

Referrals from the Zoning Administrator - none
Certificates of Appropriateness — none
Notices from Other Municipalities and Agencies - none

Other
e Railroad Cottages in VA - Follow Up Article

Emily Heymann gave an overview of the article submitted by John Marcotte. The group discussed the
similarities to Lily Lane in South Burlington. Lily Lane is located off Kirby Road near the airport.
The houses share a driveway and consolidated garage area, with frontage onto a shared green. The
two houses adjacent to Kirby Road have front entrances facing Kirby Road. The homes are small,
with prominent front doors and porches. This type of cottage cluster could be applicable to Williston
Village. Karen mentioned that her neighbor used to live on Kirby Lane, but moved due to the airport
noise. Karen will touch base with her neighbor about the strengths and weaknesses of the
neighborhood design.
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The group discussed basement space. Unfinished basements allow a lower price point (affordability) but
offer the option to expand living space or storage space if desired. Due to a higher water table, basements
may not be feasible in the village or all locations, but can be incentivized where feasible.

The group discussed privacy when homes are close together. Strategic placement of porches and decks
can give houses a sense of enclosure for their outdoor space. Strategic usage of fences and landscaping
can also add to the sense of space and privacy for an individual home or the overall development in
relation to adjacent homes or a public way.

The group discussed the architectural design. The garage structure is visible from the public way and is
lacking character/internet. Windows on the side or on the roll-up doors would have improved the
appearance, as well as landscaping beds on the side to break up the view. The houses are cute, but
reminiscent of summer camp because they are all the same color. Using a variety of color or material
between the homes would give them a more unique, individual appearance.

Revising Chapter 42

e Proposal: Signage
e Proposal: Landscaping & Screening

e Proposal: Standards for Personal Storage Space
e Proposal: Material Replacement Standards

The group discussed the material standards for historic structures. Brian Forrest noted that the standard
treats historic/contributing structures the same way as non-historic/non-contributing structures.

Emily Heymann said the bylaw can address this challenge through various means. The chapter could
include a list that identifies specific properties that are subject to this requirement. Another option is
picking a date — a structure constructed before a certain date applies to the standard, but after a date does
not. Because the Village is so small, the comprehensive list is feasible and the more user-friendly option.

Brian Forrest also noted that the current language encourages a badly designed house to remain as is. The
language should allow flexibility for a non-historic house to get a facelift. For example, adding a second
story or a front porch. Adding craftsman style features to a plain 1970s or 1980s house. The group
generally agreed with this concept. The older a structure is, the more important the historic architectural
components become. Younger structures should be given more flexibility.

The village has an eclectic look, and the HAAC doesn’t want it to be lost as new structures are built and
the village evolves going forward. More modern styles can be allowed that in-scale with the surroundings.

Adjournment — The meeting adjourned at 6:55 PM.
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