
TOWN OF WILLISTON 

ENERGY COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

September 28, 2022 

 

*Meeting held in the Town Annex Conference room and by teleconference (Zoom). 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Reed Parker, Vice Chair Kevin Thorley, Dar Gibson, Matt 

Wood, and Maria Gingras. 

ADMINISTRATION: Melinda Scott, Energy & Community Development Planner 

ABSENT: Kevin Batson. 

OTHERS PRESENT: Brian Forrest 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

Chair Reed Parker called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 

 

2. Public Comment  

 

Brian Forrest commented on the need to appoint a town Tree Warden and is asking the 

Energy Committee to support that objective. He also spoke out against the forest 

management project planned to take place at the Catamount Community Forest and stated 

he would like the town to stop that project. He stated he objects to any cutting of trees 

because it undermines carbon sequestration. Brian stated that he would like the 

Committee to work on developing an ordinance to ban the burning of brush. Brian also 

spoke about the South Burlington Heating Standard document which the Energy 

Committee has received and is to be reviewed and discussed at a future meeting.  Brian 

also stated that the Energy Committee should be “funded” and made reference to a 

proposal for using taxation as a method for funding climate change and energy projects. 

 

Reed Parker spoke about the Catamount Community Forest project and its goal to 

enhance forest diversity. He then spoke about the Energy Committee’s development of a 

workplan and prioritization of tasks in the workplan.  

 

3.  Approve Draft September 14, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

 

The Committee reviewed the draft September 14, 2022 meeting minutes. Maria Gingras 

made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Dar Gibson seconded the motion. 

The motion was carried with a 5-0 vote. 

 

 4. EV Event Planning 

  

Kevin Thorley provided an update on planning for the EV Fest on Saturday. He stated 

that he thinks about 15 people will show vehicles. Melinda will send out a final Front 

Porch Forum post on Thursday. Maria also asked for a sign-up sheet for the EV 

Ambassador program. Melinda stated she will keep track of attendance numbers and 

asked if the Committee want to document outcomes in some way. Maria suggested 
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having a white board up where people can indicate their intentions after participating in 

the event. Other members supported that idea. 

 

5.  Work Plan Development 

Reed Parker reviewed the need for the Committee members look over the workplan and 

Gantt chart and come to the meeting with questions and/or comments. Reed stated he 

noticed that the two documents don’t entirely match each other with respect to tasks, and 

Melinda stated that is because the Gantt chart includes staff tasks that the Committee may 

or may not have a role in working on them. There were a few other comments on the 

workplan. Maria asked if the Button Up campaign was listed, and Melinda added it under 

the Building Energy Usage category. Maria asked whether she should be providing 

quarterly legislative updates to the Committee, as she was listed as the lead for this under 

the work program chart. Others agreed that would be beneficial. 

 

5. Button Up Campaign 

 

Reed stated he had signed up the Committee to participate in Button Up, which entails 

promoting the program and the webinars, via Front Porch Forum and in a Living Green 

article. Reed also mentioned the possibility of doing a Window Dressers event in fall 

2023. Melinda thought it might be worthwhile to collaborate with neighboring towns on 

this. Reed said a first step could be inviting someone from the Window Dressers program 

in Maine to a meeting to describe the process of hosting a “build” event.   

 

6.  Other Business 

 

The Committee did not discuss any other business. 

 

7. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 p.m. 


