
 

TOWN OF WILLISTON 

ENERGY COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

September 13, 2023 

 

*Meeting held in the Town Annex Conference room and by teleconference (Zoom). 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Reed Parker, Dar Gibson, Matt Wood, Maria Gingras and 

Kevin Batson. 

ADMINISTRATION: Melinda Scott, Energy & Community Development Planner 

ABSENT:  Vice Chair Kevin Thorley and Eric Hillmuth. 

OTHERS PRESENT:  Jeffrey Crem, Jennifer Robbins, Gina DeRossi, Warren Coleman 

(Global Foundries); Taegen Kopfler, Jake Clark (Encore 

Renewable Energy); Chapin Kaynor (present for public comment). 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

Chair Reed Parker called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

2. Public Comment  

 

Chapin Kaynor made some comments about ARPA funding recommendations. He thinks 

that ARPA funding, if used to purchase mowers and other electric grounds equipment, 

should cover only the incremental costs of the equipment rather than the total cost, to 

better leverage funding for other energy projects. Chapin also advocates for spending 

ARPA funding on a battery storage system at the Town Hall to replace or supplement the 

diesel generators. Chapin would also like ARPA funding to be spent on installing a solar 

canopy over the new Town Hall parking lot when it gets renovated. This could serve as a 

demonstration project for developers to use in Taft Corners.  

 

3. Approve Draft August 23, 2023 Meeting Minutes 

 

The Committee reviewed the draft August 23, 2023 meeting minutes. Maria Gingras 

made a motion to approve the minutes as written.  Reed Parker seconded the motion. The 

motion was carried with a 5-0 vote. 

 

4.  Global Foundries PUC Projects 

 

The Global Foundries and Encore Renewable Energy team was present for the 

discussion. Jake Brown from Encore Renewable Energy delivered a presentation about 

the two solar array projects – Chip Alley and Mountain View Rd. The Chip Alley project 

is a 3.5 MW project and Mountain View Rd a 1.5 MW project. 

 

Kevin Batson raised a question about a large elm tree on the Redmond Rd/Chip Alley 

property and whether it would be removed or remain. Jake Clark responded that he would 

look into it and that they would try to protect the tree. Jake mentioned that Global 

Foundries practice has been to plant two trees for every tree removed.  
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Maria asked about electrical load of the Global Foundries site, and Jeffrey Crem 

answered that the base load is about 40 MW and peak loads up to 55 MW. He stated 

Global Foundries hopes to install ~20MW of solar around the campus. 

 

The Energy Committee reviewed the comment memos for the two projects. Regarding 

storage, Jake Clark said that Global Foundries is working on plans for storage but in 

Essex Junction, not Williston. 

 

Dar Gibson made a comment that at the Chip Alley project the requirement to bury 

utilities underground seems burdensome because the array is on private property and very 

close to the plant where the energy is being transmitted, so it would make more sense to 

use overhead lines and would not have an undue visual impact. Melinda stated she can 

revise the recommendation accordingly. 

 

There was discussion about visual impact and screening. Jake stated that Encore will 

conduct a visual impact analysis and noted that screening is intended to break up the 

array visually but not to make it invisible.  

 

5.  ARPA Funds Discussion (continued from August 23) 

 

Town Manager Erik Wells is soliciting comments from town boards on how to use the 

1.8 million ARPA funds that have not yet been allocated to specific projects. The 

Williston Selectboard must decide how to spend all the remaining ARPA funding by the 

end of 2024, and the funds must be spent by the end of 2026. The Selectboard is seeking 

community ideas and feedback on how to spend the remaining funds. 

 

Melinda Scott revised the project list based on discussion at the previous meeting. The 

Energy Committee discussed the projects listed and proposed some modifications, as 

follows: 

 

• Add - Do a scoping study for the Village to Taft Corners multiuse path 

connection (also PC recommended) 

• Expand on - Expedite closing critical gaps in the pedestrian and bicycle network 

(also recommended by PC). Expand from the 2-3 high-priority crossing 

improvements in coordination with Safe Routes to School to an assessment of 

critical gaps in the bike-ped network throughout town 

• Remove - Purchase electric landscaping equipment for the Department of Public 

Works and Recreation Department, since EECBG funding is being allocated for 

this. 

• Expand on - Allocate additional funding ($50,000 $100,000) to install additional 

public EV chargers in the Village and Taft Corners. Potential locations include: 

o Library 

o Williston Central School and/or Allen Brook School 

o Town Hall parking lot 

o Town owned parcel in Maple Tree Place 

• Remove - Parking Lot Solar Canopy demonstration project 
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Melinda will revise the project list based on the discussion and the Energy Committee 

can continue the discussion at the next meeting scheduled for September 26. 

 

6. Planning for Energy Fair 

 

The Energy Committee discussed the upcoming Energy Fair and the status of vendor and 

partner participation. Energy Committee members Kevin Batson, Reed Parker, Maria 

Gingras and Dar Gibson will attend. About 7 vendors are confirmed to attend the event, 

and 12 EV owners will attend. The Energy Committee went over last-minute details.  

 

Reed will pick up traffic cones from the Catamount sheep barn and the tent from Kevin 

Thorley’s house. Maria will bring a folding table. Melinda will make and put up signs, 

and bring materials for distribution, and pick up food and drinks.  

 

7.  Other Business 

 

Living Green Articles –The Committee discussed the September article topic. Reed 

stated he could put together a quick article about the Energy Fair. October would be good 

timing for an article about weatherization.   

 

8.  Adjournment  

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 


