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TOWN OF WILLISTON 

ENERGY COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

August 10, 2022 

 

*Meeting held in the Town Annex Conference room and by teleconference (Zoom). 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Reed Parker, Dar Gibson, Maria Gingras, Kevin Thorley, 

Matt Wood and Kevin Batson. 

ADMINISTRATION: Melinda Scott, Energy & Community Development Planner 

ABSENT: None 

OTHERS PRESENT:  None 

 

 

1. Call to Order 

 

Chair Reed Parker called the meeting to order at 6:32 p.m. 

 

2. Public Comment  

 

There was no public comment. 

 

3.  Approve Draft July 27, 2022 Meeting Minutes 

 

The Committee reviewed the draft July 27, 2022 meeting minutes. Reed made a motion 

to approve the minutes as presented. Matt Wood seconded the motion. The motion was 

carried with a 6-0 vote. 

 

4.  Request for Information – Vermont’s Electricity Policies and Programs 

 

Kevin Batson provided an overview of the request and asked if the Committee would like 

to provide comment as a committee or as individuals. The Committee members decided 

to complete the online survey as a group and identify themselves as the Williston Energy 

Committee. The Committee collectively provided responses to all the survey questions 

and submitted the survey. 

 

4.         Work Plan Development 

 

The Committee members completed an online Mentimeter survey where they identified 

the level of effort and degree of impact for each listed work plan item. Committee 

members then discussed the resulting visual graph. Kevin Thorley suggested the 

Committee create a time/effort budget for each item on the workplan as a precursor to a 

workplan calendar.  

 

5. EV Event Planning 

 

The Committee worked on planning for the EV event using the action planning template. 

Melinda stated that the Town Hall parking lot may not work as a location because she 

thinks the National Guard holds a monthly training event the first weekend of the month. 
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Kevin Thorley suggested holding the event at Allen Brook School because it likely will 

be available and it is a more central location. Kevin Thorley stated he reached out to 

Drive Electric Vermont but hasn’t heard back from them, and GMP is not able to attend. 

Kevin will reach out to Greg Marino regarding holding the event at Allen Brook School. 

 

6.  Future Observer Article Topics  

 

The Committee discussed the next article topic on weatherization. No one has 

volunteered to write the article. Melinda stated she can draft it in coordination with 

Dwight Decoster and Chair Reed Parker.  The article must be finalized for submission to 

the Observer by August 21, 2022. 

 

Kevin Thorley has drafted an article for the October Living Green section featuring 

information about EVs.  This will be published just before the EV event on October 1st.  

Reed Parker has sent the article back with suggested edits.  The article must be finalized 

for submission to the Observer by September 18, 2022. 

 

The committee discussed upcoming changes to federal tax credits for EVs and 

recommended a statement that readers of the Observer article consult with their tax 

advisor.  

 

8. Other Business 

 

Farmers Market Outreach – Kevin Thorley asked if anyone was available to attend the 

remaining farmers markets in August. He stated the outreach is going well with a lot of 

engagement.  

 

Kevin Thorley mentioned that Sustainable Williston will be meeting at the Allen Brook 

School parking lot to attend a walk through “Tree Island” led by Chapin Kaynor. Others 

are welcome to attend. 

 

The next meeting of the Energy Committee will be August 24, 2022. 

 

9. Adjournment 

 

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:12 p.m. 


