APPROVED ON JUNE 22, 2022

TOWN OF WILLISTON

ENERGY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING
June 8, 2022

*Meeting held in the Town Annex Conference room and by teleconference (Zoom).

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chair Reed Parker, Vice Chair Samantha Lash, Kevin Batson,
Dar Gibson, Maria Gingras, and Kevin Thorley*

ADMINISTRATION: Melinda Scott, Energy & Community Development Planner and
Erin Dickinson, HR Coordinator / Assistant to the Manager

ABSENT: Member Matt Wood

OTHERS PRESENT: None

*Joined at 6:35 p.m.

1. Call to Order
Chair Reed Parker called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m.

2. Public Comment

There was no public comment.

3. Approve Draft May 25, 2022, Meeting Minutes

The Committee reviewed the draft May 25, 2022, meeting minutes. Samantha Lash made
a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Kevin Batson seconded the motion. The
motion was carried with a 5-0 vote. (Kevin Thorley arrived just after the vote.)

The Committee amended the agenda to add discussion of electric vehicle (EV) events and
a possible EV ambassador program following the Isham Farmers Market agenda topic.

4. Draft Williston Observer Article

Kevin Batson initiated a draft for the next article for the Williston Observer and Maria
Gingras provided additional edits and ideas. The topic of the article is explaining how
easy and cost-effective it can be to lower one’s carbon footprint, particularly with the
resources available in Vermont. Samantha Lash made several suggestions for
consideration, including making the article two parts with the second part possibly being
an FAQ. Kevin Thorley suggested including information regarding EV charging stations
and helping alleviate range anxiety. Members will continue to fine-tune the article
wording before the submission date.

5. Finalize Isham Farmers Market Participation Details

Melinda Scott drafted a poster with QR codes linking to helpful information that could be
displayed. Committee members suggested breaking up the poster into two or more, each
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with different topic areas. Sam suggested reaching out to Efficiency Vermont and Green
Mountain Power for possible materials/items to distribute. Melinda said she could
provide a binder with some printed materials for people who do not have phones to
access the QR codes. The Committee also discussed having an easel/paper/pens to
engage people in writing responses to an energy-related question, like the “What Does
Green Up Day Mean to You?” example.

The Committee worked on coordinating dates to attend the farmers’ market. Kevin T.
will send a poll so dates can be finalized.

6. Electric Vehicle Events

Maria and Kevin T. proposed several possible EV event ideas. For instance, exploring the
possibility of including red, white and blue EVs in Williston’s Fourth of July parade.

The Committee also discussed initiating an EV ambassador program to connect EV
owners with people interested in learning more. They cited Thetford Vermont’s EV
ambassador program as a model.

Kevin T. presented several other EV event options, including having one in conjunction
with National Drive Electric Week in September. He proposed having a couple of smaller
events during the summer, leading up to a larger event in September. Sam suggested
during Library Story Hour might be a good time for an event, when kids are occupied.
Another suggestion was to hold an event at a place with electric charging stations, such as
at Healthy Living.

The group next discussed the future of EV charging locations in Williston and throughout
Vermont.

7. Discuss Topics for Next Agenda

For the next meeting, the Committee will continue conversation on the topics discussed
this evening, especially planning for the 4™ of July parade. Sam mentioned reaching out
to the Recreation Department regarding the Allen Brook Park, especially because Todd
Goodwin was so enthusiastic about including energy smart features such as EV chargers
and solar canopies. Melinda suggested asking Matt Boulanger to attend a meeting and
speak about the Taft Corners Form Based Code and getting the Committee involved in
prioritizing future paths and sidewalks.

8. Other Business

Melinda mentioned that the Chittenden County Regional Planning Commission is
soliciting input on the Chittenden County Active Transportation Plan and she provided
information on how input is being collected. Sam stated this is a great opportunity to
comment on projects outside Williston’s scope of influence, such as VTrans projects.
Kevin T. suggested putting an announcement on Front Porch Forum and on local
Facebook pages. Kevin T. mentioned the work of the Williston Mobility Group that
essentially involved editing an online map. Melinda said their efforts were incorporated
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into the Draft Official Map, which will hopefully be adopted along with the Form Based
Code. Kevin Batson said there should be standards for deciding where to have sidewalks
and where to have paths. Paths are more accessible.

Sam suggested reaching out to Local Motion to see if they can host a popup event during
the summer.

9. Adjournment

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:59 p.m.



