TOWN OF WILLISTON
ENERGY COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
May 8, 2024

*Meeting held in person at the Town Hall Annex and by teleconference (Zoom).

MEMBERS PRESENT: Chair Reed Parker, Vice Chair Kevin Thorley, Matt Wood, Kevin
Batson, Dar Gibson, Eric Hillmuth and Maria Gingras.

ADMINISTRATION: Matt Boulanger, Planning Director
ABSENT: None
OTHERS PRESENT: Kim Hornung-Marcy

1. Call to Order
Chair Reed Parker called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

2. Public Comment

There was no public comment.

3. Approve Draft April 24, 2024 Meeting Minutes

The Committee reviewed the draft April 24, 2024 meeting minutes. Matt Wood made a
motion to approve the minutes as written. Kevin Thorley seconded the motion. The
motion was carried with a 5-0-1 vote. Dar Gibson abstained because he did not attend the
April 25 meeting.

4. Enhanced Energy Plan Update

The Committee discussed the Consumption/Recycling and Agriculture sections of the
Energy Plan. Reed noted that Sustainable Williston has been submitting comments on the
Plan and the Committee can take those comments under advisement and decide which
make sense. Proposed edits are noted as follows:

(Recycling/Consumption) Local Objectives:

1. Reduce our waste stream by reducing consumption, expandingsupporting the
sharing economy and fixer-spaces, and recycling and composting 100% of our
materials thereby reducing energy needed to produce these materials.

Pathways:

Coordinate with the Chittenden Solid Waste District (CSWD) to educate the public
on the proper sorting and waste reduction techniques. Raise awareness about
single-use versus long-lasting quality products and fully utilize Community Clean-up
Funds each year.
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Municipal events mustwill take advantage of the full capability of CSWD as it

changes, and focus on using previde-compostable-orreusable containers, plates,

cups and cutlery. Werk-with-Support the school district’s efforts to do the same.

: bl blo hool .

Develop a consistent townwide policy regarding reducing, reusing, composting and
recycling of equipment and materials. Periodically assess the existing practices to

make sure thev are conformlng with the Dohcv Des+gnatea—mu—m&pal—enmleyee¢e

Support the informal network of Establish-a lending/giving ibraryeftools,

household items, sports equipment, clothing exchanges, e-bikes, and collective
ownership of big-ticket items;. Establish and support-and strong public spaces
(playgrounds, community kitchen, meeting rooms, etc.) to reduce consumption of
minimally used household items.

The town will report environmental violations of Act 69 to the Department of
Environmental Conservation.

Require deconstruction and salvaging of materials, rather than demolition of derelict
structures.

Periodically review town policies on waste and recycling to make sure they are consistent
with the town’s energy goals.

(Agriculture) Local Objective:

1. InereaseSupport the use of regenerative design-principles in landscaping,
agriculture and conservation land management methods.

Pathways:

Seek onnortunities to utilize town 1and for communitv agriculture DurDoses

own food_ﬂ%%e—pmwée%%we&eﬂ&%%mﬂablﬂ%al—&eﬂk&mﬁepthem

abeut—hew&mt—gmws—él} to prov1de fresh f—l‘—bl—l—EfOOd to low-income households and
the Williston Food Shelf, and 5}-to build community within Williston.

Establish a policy for regenerative agricultural practices that must be adhered to
own any Town owned property that is subject to a land lease agreement.; Such
practices could include includinga-cendition-ofthe utilization of ing cover crops
during non-production seasons to prevent erosion, build healthier soil and help
sequester carbon, and the requirement to use only organic fertilizers.:
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Create and expand community gardens on Town and School owned property near
residential areas. Benefits include providing food to supply the school kitchens, farm
to school programs, community food education, reducing food-energy miles,
increasing food security and saving money. (OK)

Establish development standards for land clearing, including organic material
removal, when it is a component of site development. Standards will have the
objective of maximizing carbon capture and storage and minimizing carbon
emissions. Require reporting on the amount of organic material removed, and
methods and distance of transport.

On town owned parcels, only mow when absolutely necessary to maintain recreation or
agricultural function, or to manage invasive plants. Mowing for non-recreational uses
should be evaluated with a focus on reducing environmental impact.

5. Other Business

¢ Reed mentioned the Window Dressers training happening on May 14 from 10-12.

e Next Living Green article needs to be submitted by May 18. Maria Gingras will write
the article on “Buy Nothing.”

e Rotary would like to have a talk on Thermal Energy Networks, and suggested
partnering with Sustainable Williston.

e Reed mentioned he spoke with Scott Riely about the solar panels on the Finney
apartment rooftops and he said Scott would be willing to attend a future Energy
Committee meeting to speak about them.

e Kevin Thorley stated that he attended the Planning Commission meeting during
which a request from Sustainable Williston was discussed. The request concerns
establishing a Clean Heat Standard in Williston. Matt stated this might not be a bylaw
but an ordinance, The Planning Commission would like the Energy Committee to
work on this first and come up with recommendations for how to do this.

e Matt mentioned the Vermont Bike/Ped Conference in June. He said interested
members can go to this conference and the town will pay for registration.

6. Adjournment

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:18 p.m.



