TOWN OF WILLISTON
ENERGY COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES
October 26, 2022

*Meeting held in the Town Annex Conference room and by teleconference (Zoom).

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chair Reed Parker, Vice Chair Kevin Thorley, Dar Gibson, Matt
Wood, Maria Gingras, and Kevin Batson.

ADMINISTRATION: Melinda Scott, Energy & Community Development Planner

ABSENT:

OTHERS PRESENT:

1. Call to Order
Chair Reed Parker called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m.

2. Public Comment

There was no public comment.

3. Approve Draft October 12, 2022 Meeting Minutes

The Committee reviewed the draft October 12, 2022 meeting minutes. Kevin Batson
made a motion to approve the minutes as presented. Maria Gingras seconded the motion.
The motion was carried with a 5-0 vote.

4, FY?24 Capital Improvement Program Memorandum

The Committee reviewed and discussed the Memorandum. Several revisions were made.
Maria noted that there is at least one private landscaping business in the area using all
electric equipment. Reed Parker identified a few of them and shared with Melinda. Maria
suggested reaching out to these businesses to find out how they are depreciating the
equipment and how they capitalize expenses for equipment replacements. Kevin Thorley
asked about the reference to “carbon social costs” under General Recommendations and
how the figure of $100/ton was arrived at. Melinda stated that’s the figure used by
Burlington and South Burlington, but she can look into it further to see if it makes sense.

Reed Parker made a motion to transmit the completed memorandum, once cleaned, to the
Planning Commission. Maria Gingras seconded the motion. The motion was carried with
a 6-0 vote.

5. Official Map — a Brief Introduction

Melinda had a printed copy of the map for members in the room to view and displayed
the map on screen for those on Zoom. She asked Kevin Thorley to provide some
background on the process of developing the map and what its purpose is. Kevin stated
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he was a member of the Mobility Committee, the Committee charged with developing an
Official Map, identifying Mode-Shift facilities in town and developing a vision for
transportation programs. These different program areas were assigned to sub-groups, who
met from late 2019 to 2021 to work on these mobility issues. Kevin was at one time or
another involved on each subgroup, but eventually focused on the Official Map. He felt it
is important to recognize the Map as a tool for the Energy Committee to consider in their
work, as it represents the town policy on future planned facilities. Melinda provided some
additional background information related to Vermont statute and how it enables towns to
adopt an Official Map. She stated the Official Map is one of the strongest tools available
for towns to use for the implementation of planned facilities. She said the Committee
may want to revisit the Official Map in order to prioritize the development of multimodal
facilities. Kevin Batson asked if there is a spreadsheet listing all the facilities and
Melinda said she can provide that.

6. Other Business

e Next Living Green Article — Melinda suggested to write an article about
sustainable transportation to highlight the initiatives the town is undertaking such
as Official Map, Multi-Modal Feasibility Study and Microtransit Feasibility
Study. The Committee decided that the topic should be written about in the spring
because at that time of year people will be more inclined towards multi-modal
transportation (such as bike commuting). Kevin Thorley suggested writing an
article demystifying and dispelling myths about “the grid.” The article could
cover GMP’s demand response programs like battery storage, as well as
electricity conservation. Reed stated that the deadline for the article is Friday,
November 18 and the article would be published on November 23.

e Funding Opportunities — Reed mentioned that the Energy Committee has received
a Climate Catalyst Innovation Fund grant of $3,000 to conduct outreach on
weatherization and electrification opportunities to energy burdened households.
Melinda said the Committee can discuss at a future meeting how they want to
conduct this outreach. She said there are opportunities to partner with other
organizations such as Sustainable Williston, CVOEO and Efficiency Vermont.

e Potential New Members — Kevin Thorley mentioned he knows someone who may
be interested in serving on the Energy Committee, but she would like to attend a
meeting first. Melinda encouraged the person to apply, and doing so will not
commit them to the position.

7. Adjournment

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.



